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MEDINA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 2020 
 
The City Council of Medina, Minnesota met in regular session on December 15, 2020 at 
7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Chambers.  Mayor Martin presided. 
 
Martin read aloud a statement stating that Council and Commission meetings will 
continue to be held in a virtual environment because of the ongoing pandemic.  She 
reviewed instructions on how members of the public can participate in the meeting. 
 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present: Albers, Anderson, DesLauriers, Martin, and Pederson. 
 
Members absent:  None. 
 
Also present:  City Administrator Scott Johnson, Assistant City Administrator Jodi 
Gallup, City Attorney Ron Batty, City Engineer Jim Stremel, City Planning Director Dusty 
Finke, Public Works Director Steve Scherer, and Chief of Police Jason Nelson. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (7:06 p.m.) 
 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA (7:07 p.m.) 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (7:07 p.m.) 
 
A. Approval of the December 1, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
Martin commented that prior to the meeting Johnson distributed proposed corrections 
from herself for incorporation into the minutes. 
 
Johnson noted that corrections were also suggested from Park Chair Thies to be 
incorporated.   
 
Moved by Martin, seconded by DesLauriers, to approve the December 1, 2020 regular 
City Council meeting minutes as amended.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA (7:09 p.m.) 
 
A.   Approve 2021 Tobacco License Renewals 
B.   Approve Homestead Application User Agreement with Hennepin County 
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C.   Approve Final Pay Request for Arrowhead Drive Railroad Crossing 
Improvement Project  

D.   Resolution No. 2020-98 Establishing Polling Places for 2021 
E.   Resolution No. 2020-99 Granting an Amended Conditional Use Permit to 

Three Rivers Park District for the Outdoor Learning Center Located at 4001 
County Road 24 

DesLauriers referenced the two businesses that have not renewed their paperwork but 
are proposed to be included in the list.  He asked what would happen if that paperwork is 
not received prior to the end of the year. 
 
Johnson stated that staff will follow up with those businesses and if need be, the item 
could be brought back to the Council on January 5th.   
 
Gallup commented that paperwork was received from one of the two businesses.  She 
stated that the other business is currently closed due to restrictions and hoped that 
paperwork would be received before the end of the year. 
 
Moved by Pederson, seconded by DesLauriers, to approve the consent agenda.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
VI. COMMENTS (7:11 p.m.) 
 
A. Comments from Citizens on Items not on the Agenda 
There were none. 
 
B. Park Commission 
Scherer reported that the Park Commission meeting for the following night has been 
cancelled.  He stated that the snowmaker is making snow and hoped that kids could 
begin sledding the following day.  He advised of dead/diseased trees that are working to 
be removed and noted that rinks have been flooded now that there has been colder 
weather.   
 
C.    Planning Commission 
Finke reported that the Planning Commission met the previous week to consider the 
ordinance related to density in multi-family districts that is on the agenda tonight.  He 
stated that the Commission recommended adoption of the ordinance. 
 
VII.    PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.    Resolution No. 2020-100 Recognizing Jeff Pederson for Years of Dedicated 

Service to the City of Medina as a City Council Member and Planning 
Commissioner (7:14 p.m.) 
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Martin commented on the years of service Pederson has provided to the City, noting his 
voice in representing the business community and his contributions on public works 
matters and projects.  She commented that it has been an honor to know and work with 
Pederson.  She read aloud the proposed resolution recognizing Pederson for his 
dedicated service to Medina.   
 
Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Anderson, to adopt Resolution No. 2020-100 
Recognizing Jeff Pederson for Years of Dedicated Service to the City of Medina as a 
Council Member and Planning Commissioner.   
 
Further discussion: Albers thanked Pederson noting that he has been able to learn a lot 
from Pederson and appreciates that he took the time to help him. 
 
Pederson stated that it has been his honor to serve on the Council for the past ten years 
and thanked the residents for his reelections.  He commented that he has had the 
opportunity to serve under four different Mayors and with many talented 
Councilmembers.  He commented that the City will continue to be well served by Reid 
and Cavanaugh.  He thanked City staff for the guidance they have provided over the 
years, noting that the City is truly blessed to have such a knowledgeable and committed 
staff. 
 
Johnson thanked Pederson for his excellent work over the years, noting that it has been 
an honor and privilege to work for him. 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Martin commented that the Council will miss Pederson and wished him the best in his 
future endeavors.   
 
B.    Resolution No. 2020-101 Recognizing John Anderson for Years of 

Dedicated Service to the City of Medina as a City Council Member and 
Planning Commissioner (7:22 p.m.) 

Martin commented that she has appreciated the talent that Anderson brought to the 
table over the years and it was a pleasure to work with him and staff on the development 
of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.  She stated that Anderson has been a great liaison to 
those groups he served and appreciated the input received from Anderson with respect 
to the concerns of residents of Medina.  She thanked him for his years of service noting 
that she has enjoyed sitting next to him, although they did not always see eye to eye.  
She read aloud the draft resolution recognizing Anderson for dedicated service to 
Medina. 
 
Pederson thanked Anderson for his service. 
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Moved by Pederson, seconded by Albers, to adopt Resolution No. 2020-101 
Recognizing John Anderson for Years of Dedicated Service to the City of Medina as a 
Council Member and Planning Commissioner.   
 
Further discussion: Albers thanked Anderson for his service to the City, noting that he 
also learned a lot from Anderson.  He appreciated the insight and leadership of 
Anderson in the Comprehensive Plan process and as a member of the Planning 
Commission and Council. 
 
DesLauriers echoed the comments noting that he also learned a lot from Anderson from 
his expertise in many areas. 
 
Johnson thanked Anderson for his contributions and the knowledge that he brought. 
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Martin thanked Anderson noting that the Council will miss him and wished him the best 
in the future. 
 
C.   Sheriff Hutchinson Presentation (7:29 p.m.) 
Hennepin County Sheriff Dave Hutchinson thanked Councilmembers Pederson and 
Anderson for their service to the community, as well as the other members of the 
Council, Nelson, and the public safety department.  He stated that it has been a 
challenging year with COVID and the activity that surrounded the death of George Floyd.  
He stated that Medina participates in the West Metro Drug Task Force, which is a great 
asset and provided an update on the activity of that task force.  He provided an update 
on the community outreach division, recognizing the importance of improving those 
relationships.  He stated that the Hennepin County jail is the largest in the state and 
provided information related to controlling the spread of COVID within the facility.  He 
also provided updates on mental health services, the crime lab, and civil unrest. 
 
Anderson commented that the Minneapolis City Council adopted a resolution related to 
the budgeting for the Minneapolis Police Department which included funds for an 
alternative form of policing.  He asked if that is a trend that is starting to evolve within the 
world of policing and whether Hennepin County also intends to implement similar efforts. 
 
Sheriff Hutchinson confirmed that he does see that as a trend and sees it as a 
modernization.  He commented that you cannot cut policing in return.  He stated that 
mental health crisis continues to be a problem and there needs to be more mental health 
care facilities in order to fully implement some of those things.  He stated that funds are 
tough to find in budgets and there would need to be more funds in order to incorporate 
more of those efforts.  He stated that there is a social worker imbedded in the dispatch 
department.   
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Martin thanked Sheriff Hutchinson for his presentation and for the work his department 
does.   
 
Hutchinson commented that Nelson is a great guy and a great leader. 
 
Nelson appreciated the kind words noting that the departments work well together and 
there are good working relationships between the two.  He stated that when Medina 
needs assistance and calls for help, they know that they will get professionals providing 
that assistance from Hennepin County.  He stated that Medina Police appreciate 
Hutchinson and his team. 
 
VIII.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.   Mark Smith (Mark of Excellence) – Weston Woods – Preliminary Plat and 

PUD General Plan of Development – E. of Mohawk Dr., N. of Hwy 55 and 
1952 Chippewa Road (7:48 p.m.) 

Finke stated in April the Council granted conditional approval of a Comprehensive Plan 
amendment and completed the concept plan review.  He stated that the Council also 
reviewed the EAW and determined that an EIS was not necessary.  He displayed the 
subject property and reviewed the adjacent land uses.  He stated that as proposed there 
would be low density housing, medium density residential, and public land to be 
preserved.  He stated that the southern seven acres of the woods will be preserved and 
was prioritized early in the process as the highest quality and easiest to sustain portion 
of the woodlands.  He stated that the applicant proposes a PUD and highlighted the 
various flexibility requested within the development including internal setback reduction.  
He provided details on the number of single-family homes, row homes, and twin homes.  
He stated that if the Council agrees with the location of those housing products, the 
Comprehensive Plan amendment would need to be resubmit, but staff did not anticipate 
any issues. 
 
Martin stated that she agrees with the placement of the row homes next to Mohawk as 
presented.   
 
DesLauriers commented that he agrees that it is visually more pleasing to have the row 
homes in this proposed location and that it would work better for the overall site layout.   
 
The Council confirmed consensus on the revised site plan.   
 
Finke provided details on architectural design as proposed by the applicant.  He noted 
that the applicant would meet and exceed the standards for the R1, R2 ad R3 
requirements.  He stated that the applicant proposed to construct the twin homes but 
would most likely use a different builder for the single-family and row homes, noting that 
the minimum design standards proposed would still be met. 
 
Martin commented that she finds the twin homes’ design boring, noting that it is lacking 
in landscaping and there are no architectural details that jump out at her.  She 
commented that the backs of the units look good because there are interesting roof lines 
and arched windows with walk outs, but the fronts seem lacking. 
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Finke stated that there would be two trees for the twin home lots with the remainder of 
the landscaping to be found in the common areas on the site. 
 
Martin commented that her main concern is that it does not appear very “Medina like”. 
 
Anderson stated that he has a tendency to agree but it is so often the case that it takes a 
few years for the landscaping to come into effect and make the development look better 
than it does on paper. 
 
Martin asked if the twin homes would have an association that controls the exterior of 
the homes, streetscape, and landscaping.  She stated that if the landscaping is not 
installed initially it would need to be installed later by an association, therefore if there is 
not landscaping planned now around the exterior of the buildings, she would be unsure it 
would be added later.   
 
Albers referenced the lower left-hand picture with the blocks, or retaining wall, and 
stated that perhaps rather than using manufactured blocks, natural stones could be used 
to add appeal to the view.  He commented that it would seem to fit better into the setting 
with the woods.  He confirmed that the retaining walls are on the rear side of the twin 
homes.   
 
DesLauriers commented that he tends to agree with Anderson as the photos show newly 
constructed homes where trees have not been developed.  He noted that they are 
working to have these twin home and row home products at a more affordable rate to 
buyers.  He stated that there is only so much you can do with small lots and 
homeowners could add some flowers, unless not allowed by the HOA. 
 
Pederson stated that he is bothered by the utility and phone boxes that appear 
throughout developments and asked if there could be landscaping near those.  He 
stated that the developer does have trees that will be removed and would think they 
would like to plant additional trees to offset that rather than paying into the tree fund.  He 
stated that perhaps staff could identify the differences between what would be allowed 
under typical zoning requirements rather than the PUD.   
 
Finke stated that what is being proposed architecturally would exceed the minimum 
requirements of the zoning districts.  He stated that R1 and R2 would only require two 
trees per lot and some exterior landscaping for the site.  He noted that the exterior of the 
site is proposed to be replanted with trees to the extent sustainable.  He noted that 
perhaps additional shrubs could be planted to count towards the tree replanting 
requirements. 
 
DesLauriers agreed with Pederson about the green boxes that appear within 
developments and asked if there is another option for those boxes. 
 
Finke replied that those are private utility boxes for phone, cable, and power.  He was 
unsure exactly where that could be addressed. 
 
Martin stated that perhaps there could be landscaping to mitigate the aesthetic mark of 
those boxes. 
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Pederson stated that he is not looking to add expense and commented that perhaps the 
plastic rock covers could be put on those. 
 
Scherer replied that those utilities often come in after the fact, therefore there could be 
one provider now but then another provider comes in later and adds another box.  He 
stated that the utilities are buried and that is why the boxes appear.  He did not believe 
the box portion could be buried.   
 
Martin asked the applicant if they would like to address any landscaping plans that may 
not be included in the Council packet. 
 
Mark Smith, applicant, provided additional details on the architectural design that may 
not have come through in the photos including cedar shakes and stone.  He noted that 
the trees and shrubs in the photo are still in their infancy.  He noted that the people that 
live in those homes are actually complaining about the number of trees and shrubs as it 
does not allow them to plant anything themselves.  He stated that homebuyers typically 
do not want more landscaping than is already provided as they would like to customize 
some features themselves.  He noted that people are typically downsizing from a single-
family home and therefore are used to adding their own features such as planter boxes.  
He stated that in regard to the utility boxes, there is nothing he can do as he does not 
have control over those.  He stated that utility companies have to be able to see the 
location, so they are easily accessible.  He stated that the utility companies do not like 
shrubs around them as it blocks their lines.  He did not believe that the pictures do the 
buildings justice. 
 
Martin commented that does seem like an improvement and would be comfortable 
including some of those expressed concepts into the development agreement.   
 
Albers asked if the boulder retaining walls could be specified as well. 
 
Smith commented that besides being more expensive, boulder walls would be difficult in 
those locations and provided additional explanation.  He stated that the retaining walls 
would be facing areas that are not as visible.  He stated that although they are pretty, 
that would not be the best location choice for that feature.   
 
Albers stated that he understands the expense position but does not exactly buy the 
other points of the explanation but noted that he is fine not including that element.   
 
Pederson asked how well screened the perimeter to the north would be. 
 
Smith commented that there is a heavy screening in that location, estimating about 70 
trees, shrubs, or plantings along the border between the subject property and Pederson 
property.  He commented that the elevation would be slightly higher than the neighboring 
property but would be relatively flat and would not include a berm.  He noted that the 
screening would benefit both properties.   
 
Martin stated that Smith has made commitments that she would like to memorialize in 
the development agreement and confirmed that those additions would be agreeable to 
the Council including an additional tree between driveways, landscaping around the 
perimeter of the home, shrubbery around the utility boxes, and inclusion of cedar 
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shakes.  She stated that she appreciates the comments of the applicant related to the 
boulder retaining wall and therefore would be included not to include that requirement. 
 
The Council confirmed consensus with no requiring boulder retaining walls and leaving 
that material as proposed. 
 
Finke stated that the conceptual photos were provided for the row homes noting that two 
product types were included and reviewed those details.   
 
Martin commented that she does not see any issues. 
 
Anderson agreed.   
 
Albers asked for clarification on where these units would face.   
 
Finke provided additional clarification on the direction the row homes would face.   
 
Martin commented that she would like to see more detail on the rear of the units that 
face interior.  She stated that she finds the upper right depiction more preferable than 
the lower right photo.  The Council confirmed consensus with the upper right photo more 
preferable than the lower right.   
 
Pederson commented that the little strip of grass will become pretty beat up and perhaps 
should be replaced with rock. 
 
Martin stated that perhaps shrubbery could be used that would keep cars from driving in 
that space and add division between the units.   
 
DesLauriers stated that he does not disagree, but it would be challenging to have shrubs 
for snow removal.   
 
Anderson agreed that shrubs or large rocks would be a problem for snowplowing.   
 
Martin stated that there is consensus with the upper right photo for the smaller Mohawk 
facing units and then provided additional suggestions to add to the preferred photo on 
the left for the other units.   
 
Albers asked if the front could almost be replicated on the back, specifically the 
undulation of the walls as that would be more appealing.     
 
Smith commented that he agrees with the comments of Albers that they could replicated 
some of the details from the front onto the back in order to make it more appealing.  He 
stated that adding shutters and more white trim would make it more attractive.   
 
Albers asked if there have been requests for screening between the patios for the row 
homes, using the example of a half wall that would provide more privacy.   
 
Smith commented that there would be a privacy wall that sticks out to provide privacy to 
the deck.  He stated that they could add a wall on the lower elevation as well. 
 
Pederson agreed with Albers and Smith to add that wall for the lower patio.   
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Martin commented that it would seem to help if the development agreement included 
examples of some of these things discussed, so that if this product were sold to another 
developer to construct the units, that developer would have the appropriate guidance.   
 
Finke stated that staff could craft documents related to the design guidelines that would 
be subject to Council approval upon final review.   
 
Martin moved to the single-family architectural design proposal, noting that she likes the 
designs as proposed.  The Council confirmed consensus that this appears to be a great 
product and had no additional suggestions.  
 
Finke reviewed details related to tree preservation and replacement, wetland impacts 
and mitigation, public improvements, and Chippewa Road construction.  He stated that 
the developer would be responsible for the construction costs of Chippewa Road, but the 
City would be responsible for wetland mitigation costs.  He stated that the developer will 
also be constructing the watermain loop and has suggested that they would contribute to 
the wetland mitigation costs in exchange for credits for the watermain loop construction.  
He noted that suggestion can be discussed at Final Plat and staff can review the 
different financial impacts.  He noted that there are trails proposed to be constructed 
throughout the site.  He stated that the applicant proposed to provide additional 
stormwater capacity within the site in order to offset the Chippewa Road requirements 
and cause less wetland impacts.   
 
Martin commented that she is pleased to see the beautiful woodlands preserved.   
 
Albers echoed the comments related to preservation of the most valuable parts of the 
woods. 
 
Anderson commented that the Planning Commission did an excellent job in reviewing 
this matter and supports those recommendations. 
 
DesLauriers echoed those comments and noted that Smith has done an excellent job 
with this layout.   
 
Pederson commented that he likes the idea of working together to balance the mitigation 
costs.   
 
Finke reviewed details related to parks, trails, and open space.  He commented that the 
Planning Commission reviewed this request and recommended approval.  He stated that 
two comments were received in favor of the proposal and were included in the Council 
packet.  He confirmed that staff would work to develop the language as discussed by the 
Council that would come back before the Council for review and approval.   
 
Anderson asked if there has been discussion related to affordable housing and whether 
a modest percentage of the project could be eligible for affordable housing. 
 
Finke replied that there had not been discussion or proposal for any of the units to be set 
aside as affordable at this point. 
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Anderson recognized the contributions proposed by the applicant, which are extensive, 
but also thought in the interest of the good of the community there could be a discussion 
related to affordable housing. 
 
Smith stated that he did not plan to include affordable housing.  He commented that this 
variety of housing offers choices to buyers.  He stated that while it may not capture the 
lowest housing market, it would capture more than the other developments in Medina 
and would add a variety that Medina currently does not have. 
 
Anderson asked the price range for the housing products.   
 
Smith commented that it would be hard to say because of the changing costs with labor 
and materials.  He stated that while the cost last year would have ranged in the mid-
$200,000’s, it would now be somewhere in the $300,000’s. 
 
Albers asked how Anderson is defining affordable housing. 
 
Anderson commented that he does not have particulars in mind but looks back on the 
affordable housing that has been done (Dominium) and feels favorably about that 
project.  He stated that from a housing perspective this is a serious issue that impacts 
the nation, and each city should do what it can do improve that issue.   
 
Bill Griffins, representing the applicant, stated that he worked on the Dominium project 
and if the City wants a truly affordable subsidized housing product it would need to be 
designed differently from the start.  He stated that this project was not designed in that 
manner and was instead designed to provide lifecycle housing.  He stated that truly 
affordable housing requires subsidies from other entities.   
 
Mr. Mackey, 4562 Bluebell Trail, thanked everyone noting what a different one year 
makes.  He stated that he is s Bridgewater resident and there was much opposition one 
year ago but that has completely changed.  He thanked everyone for their commitment 
to quality and working to maintain the character of the community.  He stated that this 
looks like an amazing project and will be complimentary to Bridgewater.   
 
Moved by Martin, seconded by DesLauriers, to direct staff to resubmit the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment with the updated land use configuration of the 
southern property to the Metropolitan Council for review.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Moved by Albers, seconded by DesLauriers, to direct staff to prepare a resolution 
granting PUD General Plan and Preliminary Plat approval subject to the conditions noted 
in the staff report and as augmented by the discussion tonight to include assurance that 
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the design elements are enhanced pursuant to the discussion to increase the quality of 
appearance of the twin home and row house product, and to provide the City discretion 
to provide water connection credits in return for the applicant funding the watermain 
construction.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B.   Ordinance No. 664 Amending Chapter 6 of the City Code of Ordinances 

Regarding Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery 
Devices  
(9:15 p.m.) 

Johnson stated that Batty, Nelson and Gallup have been working to make the City’s 
regulations consistent with the updates by the State to change the sale of tobacco, 
tobacco related products and electronic delivery device products to 21.  He stated that 
this would not change the possess, use, or procure (PUP) portion of the ordinance but 
noted that the Council may wish to change that age from those under 18 to those under 
21. 
 
Batty stated that he was present to address any questions. 
 
Martin asked for input on whether the regulations related to PUP should be amended.  
She stated that the proposed ordinance would revise the age for sales from 18 to 21 but 
would not address use of tobacco products for those 18 to 21.   
 
Anderson stated that he would hate to encumber the police department with a task such 
as this, and therefore asked for input from Nelson on this matter. 
 
Batty commented that the statute focuses on sale and therefore many of the 
amendments are related to the sales aspect.  He stated that the PUP aspect was not 
addressed by the statute change.  He agreed that the input of Nelson would be helpful in 
determining whether or not that amendment would be desired. 
 
Nelson commented that this has been thoroughly discussed by staff and legal counsel.  
He stated that his opinion on this is basic.  He commented that those under the 18 of 
age should not possess, use, or procure.  He stated that in his opinion that should 
remain as is and not change that from 18 to 21.  He stated that he looks at the people 
within that age frame of 18 to 21 that are able to make major decisions, like go to war, 
and should be able to make that decision on their own without the government making 
that decision.  He recognized that it is not good for one’s health, but the decision should 
be left to an adult, which is someone age 18 and above. 
 
Martin stated that she agrees and would follow the lead of Nelson and would not 
recommend amendment PUP to change the age range from 18 to 21. 
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Anderson echoed that support.  He stated that he would not want to burden the 
department to check whether people between 18 and 21 are of age to use tobacco. 
 
DesLauriers agreed. 
 
Pederson stated that originally, he was in favor of changing the range for PUP but after 
the comments from Nelson he agrees that should not be changed. 
 
Martin confirmed the consensus of the Council not to amend the ordinance related to 
PUP.  She referenced the language related to tobacco related devices and asked if that 
language was taken from the State legislature. 
 
Batty confirmed that to be true.  He stated that the changes in the ordinance are 
proposed to meet State law and fall into the following categories: changing the age to 
purchase from 18 to 21, added definitions, increasing the age of those employed in 
compliance checks, and bringing the civil penalties into compliance with State law.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Albers, to adopt Ordinance No. 664 Amending 
Chapter 6 of the City Code of Ordinances Regarding Tobacco, Tobacco-Related 
Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices as presented.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Albers  aye 
Martin   aye 
Anderson aye 
Pederson aye 
DesLauriers aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

1. Resolution No. 2020-102 Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 
664 by Title and Summary 

Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Anderson, to adopt Resolution No. 2020-102 
Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 664 by Title and Summary.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Pederson aye 
Martin   aye 
Albers  aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Anderson aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
C.   Ordinance No. 665 Amending Regulations Pertaining to Minimum Area Per 

Dwelling Unit in the R3, R4, MU, and MXR Zoning Districts; Amending 
Chapter 8 of the City Code (9:28 p.m.)  
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Johnson stated that last fall the City received a letter from the Minnesota Department of 
Labor and Industry (MDLI); the agency believes the City ordinance providing additional 
density for sound suppression is more restrictive than State building code.  While 
updating the ordinance, staff believed that it would be a good opportunity to discuss the 
density more broadly.   
 
Finke stated that the proposed amendments would remove the option of the incentive for 
sound suppression and would add an option for an additional density in the R3 district 
for additional architectural and landscaping above what is required and also makes 
changes to the minimum size for townhome garages and apartment storage areas.  He 
stated that the staff report reviewed the issue more broadly.  He stated that the current 
regulation allows for the bottom portion of the density range within each district and 
provided those examples as well as examples of the density bonuses that could be 
reached.  He asked if the Council feels that the density ranges would be appropriate in 
return for the incentives that could be provided and if there are additional incentives that 
should be considered.  He also asked for input on smaller lots and whether bonuses 
should be allowed.  He stated that the Comprehensive Plan allows the density to go 
beyond the density range identified by the land use, by up to 20 percent.  He stated that 
the R3 district would not allow that range of 20 percent to be reached, but that could be 
the case for other zoning districts identified within this discussion such as R4.  He stated 
that the 20 percent would be achievable with the use of a PUD.  He stated that the 
Planning Commission held a public hearing the previous week and recommended 
approval as presented and was comfortable leaving the 20 percent language in.   
 
Martin commented that the Planning Commission had a thorough discussion and asked 
the Council to focus on the recommendation from the Planning Commission.   
 
Anderson commented that he cannot remember, in the last eight years, when the 
developer has not requested 100 percent bonus for whatever it was they were planning 
to do.  He stated that the applicants always seem to ask for the maximum bonus 
allowance and asked the Council to think about that when reviewing this summary. 
 
Pederson stated that he did not have an issue with the recommendation from the 
Commission as they worked hard, and this seems appropriate.  He stated that perhaps 
in the future things could incentivize things that would promote a reduced carbon 
footprint, like providing charging for electric cars within garages or charging stations 
within the development.  He stated that he supports the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission.     
 
Albers stated that he would also support the recommendations of the Planning 
Commission.  He stated that he is unsure that he would agree to provide bonus density 
for charging stations or solar.  He stated that he believes that the free market should 
support those determinations.   
 
DesLauriers stated that he also agrees with the Planning Commission.  He stated that 
he also struggles with some of the bonuses for amenities and the developers are 
including those in order to attract buyers.  He stated that he has a struggle between 
actual bonuses and what things would be included by the developer in order to attract 
buyers and react to the market. 
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Martin confirmed the consensus that the Council agrees with the recommendations of 
the Planning Commission.   
 
Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Albers, to adopt Ordinance No. 665 Amending 
Regulations Pertaining to Minimum Area per Dwelling Unit in the R3, R4, MU, and MXR 
Zoning Districts, Amending Chapter 8 of the City Code.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Albers  aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Anderson aye 
Pederson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

1. Resolution No. 2020-103 Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 665 
by Title and Summary 

Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Anderson, to adopt Resolution No. 2020-103 
Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 665 by Title and Summary.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
D.   Ordinance No. 666 Establishing the Meadowview Commons Storm Sewer 

Improvement Tax District – Public Hearing (9:48 p.m.) 
Johnson stated that at the November 17th the Council granted Final Plat approval and 
the City’s practice is to require developments to maintain stormwater improvements 
within the development which is formalized through the development agreement.  He 
stated that the City forms a storm sewer improvement tax district over the area as a 
backup plan in the case the HOA does not maintain the stormwater improvements.   
 
Finke stated that at this point the City has not had to levy any taxes against these 
districts, but this method provides a backup plan. 
 
Martin opened the public hearing. 
 
No comments made. 
 
Martin closed the public hearing. 
 
Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Pederson, to adopt Ordinance No. 666 
Establishing the Meadowview Commons Storm Sewer Improvement Tax District.   
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A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Albers  aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Anderson aye 
Pederson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

1. Resolution No. 2020-104 Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 
666 by Title and Summary 

Moved by DesLauriers, seconded by Pederson, to adopt Resolution No. 2020-104 
Authorizing Publication of Ordinance No. 666 by Title and Summary.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
E.   Discuss Trees for Clean-Up Day (9:51 p.m.) 
Johnson stated that staff would want guidance from the Council as to whether to order 
trees for clean-up day in April, as the event had to be canceled in 2020 because of 
COVID. 
 
Scherer stated that he typically would have ordered the trees at this time for the event 
the following year.  He stated if there are still restrictions in place, staff believes that it 
can be done in a social distant and touch-free manner.   
 
Albers confirmed support.  He asked how many trees would be ordered. 
 
Scherer stated that he typically orders about 150 for clean-up day and then will also 
order trees for planting in parks.  He estimated a total of about 200 trees to order this 
year, noting that the funds would come from the tree fund. 
 
Pederson stated that he believes this is a great idea. 
 
Anderson commented that each year the trees are sold out within the first hour and is 
one of the most popular elements of the event.   
 
DesLauriers asked if there was a cancelation fee for the 2020 cancelation. 
 
Scherer confirmed that there was not a cancelation fee. 
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DesLauriers suggested that perhaps additional trees are purchased as there are 
restoration projects.   
 
Scherer stated that he will look into what can be ordered as he typically places the order 
earlier than this time of year. 
 
DesLauriers asked the approximate balance of the tree restoration fund. 
 
Scherer estimated about $400,000 in the account. 
 
Albers asked if staff would look into four species.   
 
Scherer confirmed that he would order at least four species and stated that he would 
meet with a forester to find the best match for the damper soils in one of the park 
locations.  He confirmed that he recommends planting different species in yards. 
 
Martin commented that this is a great community builder and thanked Scherer for his 
great work. 
 
IX. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT (9:56 p.m.) 
Johnson had nothing further to report. 
 
X. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (9:56 p.m.) 
DesLauriers stated that he is excited that the snow machine is operational, and the ice 
rinks are being flooded.  He stated that the little league fences were also able to be 
installed with the warmer weather conditions. 
 
Albers stated that he has received a number of inquiries as to whether there would be 
ice rinks this year, so it was good to hear that activity will be available.   
 
Martin stated that information was shared with the Council related to the call with Dean 
Phillips.  She noted that she will share the information from the West Metro Mayors 
meeting as well related to housing that was presented at the last meeting.  She noted 
that the housing demand is outpacing the supply and therefore has become a sellers’ 
market.  She noted that the views of other communities do not seem to align with the 
position of Medina.  She confirmed the trend that younger families continue to look for 
walkable communities with larger homes on smaller lots.   
 
A.   Council Members Pederson and Anderson – General Insights and Liaison 

Information 
Martin stated that Pederson has served in a variety of capacities but has focused on 
Uptown Hamel and the I-94 Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Pederson stated that the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition is a good group for the City to be 
involved in and support.  He hoped that Medina continues to be represented in that 
group.  He stated that the City is fortunate to have the staff and consultants that it has.  
He stated that he also enjoyed participating with public safety, noting that he was able to 
get to know the Fire Chiefs and members of those departments.  He encouraged the 
incoming Councilmembers to participate.  He stated that his favorite project to be 
involved with was the remodel of 600 Clydesdale which required weekly meetings.  He 
stated that it was a lot of work and fun to be involved and noted that the results are 
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something he is proud of.  He stated that the Uptown Hamel group is often looking for 
more and the City should consider if there is more that can be done to support that 
group.  He thanked the staff and the consultants for their knowledge and guidance.  He 
stated that the residents are in very good hands. 
 
Martin expressed appreciation to Pederson for all he has done and encouraged the 
other members of the Council and incoming members to advise her as to whether they 
would like to serve in the liaison position for the Highway 55 Corridor and/or Uptown 
Hamel Business Association.   
 
Anderson commented that he served in a number of the same liaison positions and 
echoed the comments from Pederson.  He stated that it has been a privilege to serve the 
residents of Medina.  He stated that public service, at its core, is a privilege not to be 
taken lightly.  He stated that he has also been humbled by those he has come into 
contact with as a member of the Planning Commission and Council including staff, 
consultants and the residents that come forward to provide input and participate.  He 
commented that there was 90 percent participation from eligible voters in Medina this 
past election, which is amazing.  He commented that it could perhaps help for members 
of the Council to occasionally reach out to the different school districts to gain input from 
those entities.  He stated that perhaps the same approach is provided for businesses, 
with members reaching out to the different businesses to learn about their business and 
goals.  He commented that staff has done a great job with the business forum but 
perhaps that could be further personalized by the Council.  He thanked everyone he has 
worked with and expressed his best wishes to all. 
 
Martin stated that there are regular communications from the Orono and Wayzata school 
districts but agreed that it would make sense to reach out to the other two school 
districts to determine if they could provide similar input.  She stated that she also liked 
the idea to reach out to businesses.  She stated that if she were a business owner, she 
would be touched to receive a call from a member of the Council to gain input and 
further develop the relationships between the city and the business community.   
 
Martin thanked Anderson and Pederson for their insights and contributions.  She stated 
that the members of the Council have been able to work together for several years, 
listening and respecting differing views.  She hoped that the Council could continue to 
act respectfully with the two new members that will be joining in January.   
 
Albers asked for an update related to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan related to the 
development perspective and the goal towards the higher density requirement the City 
was forced to meet.  He referenced the comment that neighboring communities are 
looking for more development and higher densities. 
 
Martin stated that perhaps a biannual report could be provided from the planning 
department in that regard.  It was agreed that reports would be provided each year in 
March and September.   
 
Martin stated that Gallup is working to develop an Outlook invite, which would allow 
Councilmembers to download the City calendar on their personal computers.   
 
XI. APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS (10:18 p.m.) 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the bills, EFT 005733E-
005756E for $94,970.86, order check numbers 051002-051073 for $201,930.84, and 
payroll EFT 0510650-0510711 for $109,281.07.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
XII. ADJOURN 
Moved by Pederson, seconded by Anderson, to adjourn the meeting at 10:21 p.m.   
 
A roll call vote was performed: 
 
DesLauriers aye 
Albers  aye 
Pederson aye 
Anderson aye 
Martin   aye 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

     
__________________________________ 

     Kathleen Martin, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Jodi M. Gallup, City Clerk 


