From: timhealy15@gmail.com <timhealy15@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 2:57 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: healymom7@gmail.com
Subject: Opposition to the Diamond Lake Regional Trail

Dear Mayor and Council Members,
We live on Tamarack Drive where two of the proposed routes would go, one being right in front
of our house. We moved to this part of Medina for the privacy, the wildlife and to enjoy the
beautiful countryside. We vehemently oppose any of the proposed routes, most specifically
the Tamarack route. We have begun to organize, and we will continue work together as a
community to stop the trail.
There are already adequate trails 3 miles west. We ride them; they are very nice and not very
crowded. Both Hwy 6 and 24 have wide shoulders that are perfect for moving bike traffic east
and west. There is no need to add an additional trail when a great trail already exists, just 3
miles away.
We are also concerned with the increased popularity of the electric bikes. We have rented
these on vacation and they are just like the old mopeds of the 80’s. You can easily travel more
than 20 mph without pedaling. This will allow for many people to ride (not pedal) in front of
our driveways and through our property at dangerous speeds with an increased noise level.
We love the wildlife that moves so freely along Tamarack. Fortuna Farms has close to 20
horses, Spring Farm Sanctuary has numerous rescue animals. There are turkeys, deer, foxes,
various waterfowl and most recently a pair of sand hill cranes who have made their home along
our street. All these animals would be negatively affected with the introduction of a bike
trail. We also are concerned with all the wetlands that would be disturbed along the Tamarack
route. There are numerous wetland areas that would be affected as well as all of the wildlife.
There is also a huge maintenance facility that services Spring Hill Golf Club. They often have
large service trucks parked along Tamarack for various needs of the golf course. This could be
very dangerous for any trail.
We oppose any of the three proposed routes, you represent us, and you can say no. Please
push back on Three Rivers and the Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
Sincerely,
Tim, Helen, AnnMarie, Sean, Megan, Jack, Seamus, Bridget, and Shannon Healy
1500 Tamarack Drive

Hello Dusty,
As property owners of 12.3 acres we strongly appose option 771 and disagree with the comment that
has “less impact to private property”. We have one bike/walking path that we accepted on our property
along Arrowhead. We should not be subjected to giving up more of our property for public use without
appropriate compensation.
Additionally, 771 would require disturbing wetland that simply is not necessary.
Mark & Tracey Lamberty
4250 Arrowhead Drive ‐ Since 1993
Please excuse any typos sent by my iPad

Dear Mayor Martin, Council Members, Planning Commission ,and Three Rivers Park District,
My family and I are also opposed to the proposed western bike path, that is
indicated with the blue doted line, on Three Rivers " Potential DLRT Routes in Medina".
We live directly across from City Hall ,adjacent to The Leaherdale property. At the time,
we were out of town when the initial meetings for this this project were up for
public discussion . We were informed a few days ago of this project and its proposed
change to the initial route .We moved out to Medina many years ago for its rural
landscape and the 5 ACRE minimum ,which assured us a smaller community safer for
our children and animals. Over the past 42 years we have lived in this
beautiful city . We have seen some changes over the years, and for the most part they
have kept the integrity of the land and insured a limited outside impact to the
peacefulness and privacy that the property owners and the community have been
accustomed to .Not only will this project bring more traffic to the community but more
importantly it will bring more liabilities to the landowners . One of those liabilities
involves horses. Many of us who live in Medina have horses. My experience with people
that are not so familiar with horses is that they ,or their children ,will want to pet, feed or
want to take" selfies" with a horse. We know we can speak for
many horse owners that this could pose many problems, from spooking a horse ,who
may in turn bust through a fence, to harming a person who deems it necessary to go
under the fence to pet, or feed, or take a picture with a horse .With this increase in
traffic, which are mostly non Medina tax payers , we cannot be assured of the intentions
or integrity of such said bikers unknowingly or knowingly who would spook or harm
residents horses, or feed a horse, who is on a special diet, something they are not
supposed to eat, .
We have read some of the posted letters that other Medina residents have written in
opposition . Besides the impact on residents with horses one letter stated that
the Dakota Trail through Wayzata has THREE times the number of visitors than that
was originally projected . It also said that the number keeps growing. Other
oppositions have already been addressed in the letters such as conserving and
protecting our wetlands increased parking on streets , maintenance nuisance , upgrade
opportunities such as utilities, and the the min. of 3ft of clear zone on each side of
the paved surface. We do not feel this proposal keeps within the guidelines of Medina's
goals by honoring its rural heritage and protecting its natural resources and open
spaces.
Medina also says it wants to foster safe neighborhoods .I do not believe that with the
increase in traffic, from bikers from all over the cities, and the fact that one of the
proposed paths goes right through our property, that I would feel safe .We are
completely opposed to bike paths that would traverse across our property or any other Medina
residents property and that would ruin the beautiful rural land of Medina.
Thank You,
Sincerely
Tom and Nancy Malik
1925 county rd. 24
Medina Mn

From: Sarah Borchers <sarahborchers@me.com>
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 1:23 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Feedback regarding the Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Dear Medina City Council,
Thank you for serving Medina.
I’m writing in response to the current proposed preferred route of the Diamond Lake Regional Trail. I would
encourage the City of Medina and Three Rivers Park District to consider routes other than the current preferred
route, such as County Road 19, which already has much of the infrastructure to support such a regional trail.
I’ve been a resident of Medina as both a kid and an adult. When my family moved here in the late 1970s, Tamarack
Drive was a gravel road. Eventually, Tamarack was paved. This was a change that made sense, as Medina had
growing density, and it benefited the residents of Medina more than it detracted from other needs (e.g. people
using Tamarack as a viable horse trail when it was still gravel).
Putting in a regional trail that would require significantly more hardscape and structures, such as constructed
raised trails in wetland areas, wouldn't benefit Medina residents more than the negatives (e.g. environmental
impact, loss of privacy, issues around Wolsfeld Woods as a scientific resource) that it creates.
I’ve read through the submitted comments related to the February City Council meetings. Those who support the
trail are, by and large, supportive of a safer passage over/under Highway 55, or more bike trails in general. Very
rarely do people in support of a trail specify this particular trail through wetlands, private properties, and near
Wolsfeld Woods. In the videos of the meetings, Three Rivers Park District representatives indicate that supportive
comments are considered a key measurement by which they make their proposed plans. Looking at the content of
those supportive comments rather than just putting comments into “for” or “against” buckets makes sense. For
example, if there is a new, safer way for pedestrians and bikers to cross Highway 55 at County Road 19, thereby
satisfying those who support a trail and connecting people to existing paths / trails such as Baker Park, more
Medina residents’ desires are met.
Thank you again,
Sarah Borchers
1512 Tamarack Drive

February 27, 2021

Mayor Kathleen Martin
My wife and I have owned and occupied our residence at 1352 Deer Hill Road for the past 42 years. We
are strongly opposed to the western route of the Diamond Lake Regional Trail that has been proposed
by the Three Rivers Park District (TRPD). Our home is located across the street from two of the planned
trails and near private properties that will be impacted by the proposed regional trail.
COMMENTS
Information posted on the City of Medina’s website includes an undated site plan that is labeled
“Recommended Route ‐ Medina (Draft)” which depicts a recommended route for the proposed trail—
identified by the TRPD as the western route—as well as planned local trails. Below we present general
comments on the western route regional trail as well as comments that specifically concern the segment
of the trails that have been proposed to run adjacent to and/or near our property.


Traffic and Parking
o



Wolsfeld Woods
o



There has been increased usage of Wolsfeld Woods (Woods) over this past year due to
the pandemic, resulting in increased traffic on our road by people outside of our
neighborhood. Many of the people that visit this end of the Woods do not use the
designated parking area by the church because they either don’t know where it is or
believe that it’s more convenient to park on and cross private property Traffic and parking
issues will continue to increase on our street and will arise/increase on other streets that
are proximate to the proposed trail if it is constructed.

The Woods is a scientific and natural area that’s open to low‐impact recreational activities
that do not disturb natural conditions such as bird watching, nature photography and
hiking. Unlike a state park, the Woods are not intended to serve as heavily trafficked park
land. We share the concerns expressed by Conley Brooks, Jr. in his email dated 2/22/21
regarding the damage the Woods would be expected to experience due to increased bike
and foot traffic originating from the adjoining regional trail. Based on our observations
from nearly weekly walks in the Woods over the past 42 years, we share Conley’s concern
about the damage that increased usage will cause. Since the start of the pandemic and
unlike anything I have seen in my previous 42 years living in Medina—I have observed
increased erosion of trails, widening of trails, trimming of bushes, creation of new trails,
and littering (e.g., toilet paper, candy wrappers, cans, dog toys, and discarded hats and
gloves) from the increase in foot traffic during just this past year.

Wahlfors Property
o

The TRPD plan shows the proposed west trail route and several planned local trails to
diagonally divide the Wahlfors’ property on Deer Hill Road—farmland that has been in

the Wahlfors family for generations—into several pieces. We live a short distance from
the Wahlfors and the proposed trail construction would surely have a negative impact on
their berry business, their privacy and the beauty and natural resources of their property
as described in the email response prepared for them by David Huart dated 2/22/21.


We oppose the proposed route for the regional trail south of Highway 55 because there is already
another north/south regional trail about three miles away on County Road 19 and the proposed
trail is unnecessary.



In our opinion, this proposed trail will negatively impact the low density and rural/agricultural
land use zoning that the Medina City Council has effectively maintained for the 42 years that my
wife and I have lived in Medina.

PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY
When my wife and I moved to Medina 42 years ago, the south end wasn’t too much different than what
it is now. My wife and I didn’t move here desiring a paved bike, walking, or inline skating trail in our front
yard and down the street—we could have gotten those “amenities” by living near Lake of the Isles. And
we weren’t looking for frequent foot and car traffic up and down our dead‐end road. What we were
seeking—and what has made us stay in Medina for so many years—are the green spaces; the nearby
fields, woods, ponds and creeks; the closeness of nature; the very special rural character of the area, and
the sense of privacy. The proposed western route of the regional trail will negatively impact each of these
reasons that we reside in Medina. We are strongly opposed to its construction and urge that it be removed
from consideration.
IN CONCLUSION
We learned of the regional trail project from a neighbor on February 22, 2021. We received no
prior communication nor invitation to provide feedback from the TRPD or the City of Medina despite the
fact that a planned trail is located within 100 feet of our property line.
During the meeting on 2/23/21 you stated that the City Council believes very strongly that residents within
the community should speak out and guide the City Council in their deliberation. You also stated that the
City Council wants an opportunity to listen to everyone because it’s very important to them. Thus, we
trust our comments and the many other comments you have received and will receive will guide you in
your decision regarding the TRPD trail proposal.
Yours Very Truly,
Brian Pashina and Cheryl Jones
1352 Deer Hill Road
Long Lake, MN 55356
PH: 763‐370‐6511 (mobile‐Brian)
bjpashina@gmail.com

Marc D. Simpson
PARTNER
DIRECT: 612.335.1504
OFFICE: 612.335.1500
marc.simpson@stinson.com

February 26, 2021
Via Email
Mayor and Council Members
City of Medina
2052 County Road 24
Medina, MN 55340
city@medinamn.gov
kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov
dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov
todd.albers@medinamn.gov
robin.reid@medinamn.gov
joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov
RE:

Leatherdale Farms, Inc.'s Objection to Three Rivers Park District's
Recommended Route of the Diamond Lake Regional Trail

Dear Mayor and Council Members:
We represent Leatherdale Farms, Inc. ("Leatherdale Farms") in connection with its
objection to Three Rivers Park District's Recommended Route of the Diamond Lake
Regional Trail (the "Recommended Route"). By email to the City dated February 22, 2021,
Louise B. Leatherdale, President of Leatherdale Farms, submitted her objection to the
Recommended Route and the detailed reasons for that objection. We will not repeat those
reasons here. Rather, this letter is submitted to demonstrate that the Recommended
Route violates the City's 2040 Comprehensive Plan, and any approval of that route will
violate Minnesota law. For these reasons, we respectfully submit that the City must deny
the Park District's request to approve the Recommended Route.
We understand that the City and Park Commission will be meeting again on March 2,
2021, to allow for discussion and questions from the Medina City Council and Park
Commission. We further understand that the Park District is expected to seek formal
approval of the Recommended Route from the City in March or April 2021. Please enter
this correspondence in the record in connection with these proceedings.

50 South Sixth Street, Suite 2600, Minneapolis, MN 55402
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Medina adopted its 2040 Comprehensive Plan on October 2, 2018. Chapter 6 of the
Comprehensive Plan sets forth the City's guidance with respect to future parks and trails
to be located in the City. The component of the table on Page 2 of Chapter 6, labeled
"Linear Park (trails, corridors, parkways)" provides the following guidance with respect to
the location of future trails: "Utilize human-made and/or natural linear resources such as
utility corridors, rights-of way, drainage ways, bluff lines, vegetation patterns and
roads." The Recommended Route violates this guidance, both in general, and in
particular, with respect to a proposed trail that will cut an unnatural swath through the
pastures owned by Leatherdale Farms. The trail will not follow any human-made or
natural linear resources. Instead, the proposed trail will cut through beautiful open space
pastures, and spoil beautiful rural vistas. The proposed trail will not protect the City's
open spaces, or the rural character of the City of Medina, both of which are important
requirements of the City's Comprehensive Plan.
In addition, on Page 7 of Chapter 6, the Comprehensive Plan states that future trails must
be guided by "the Metropolitan Council's Regional Parks Policy Plan [which] identifies two
regional trail corridors within the City of Medina. The Trails Map (6-1) displays these
search areas." The Trails Map displays the approved north/south search corridor for a
regional trail, and the Park District's recommended route is not in the approved search
corridor.
As set forth in Minnesota Statutes, the City and Park District are forbidden from spending
any money on land acquisition or capital improvements until the City's Planning
Commission certifies that the acquisition or improvements are consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan. Section 462.356, subdivision 2, of Minnesota Statutes, provides in
material part that:
"After a comprehensive municipal plan or section thereof has been recommended
by the planning agency and a copy filed with the governing body, no publicly owned
interest in real property within the municipality shall be acquired or disposed of,
nor shall any capital improvement be authorized by the municipality or special
district or agency thereof or any other political subdivision having jurisdiction
within the municipality until after the planning agency has reviewed the proposed
acquisition, disposal, or capital improvement and reported in writing to the
governing body or other special district or agency or political subdivision
concerned, its findings as to compliance of the proposed acquisition, disposal or
improvement with the comprehensive municipal plan."
Given the clear language of the Comprehensive Plan, and the Trails Map, the City's
Planning Commission will have no choice but to find that neither the City, nor the Park
District, is not authorized to acquire land or spend money on an improvement related to
the Recommended Route of the Diamond Lake Regional Trail. Given that, there is no legal
purpose for approving the Recommended Route, and it will be an abuse of discretion for
the City to approve it now.
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Finally, I note as a practical matter that Leatherdale Farms will never be a willing seller of
its land. The highest and best use of its land will continue for as long as one can imagine
to be a horse farm. Therefore, neither Leatherdale Farms, nor any successor long into the
future, will ever agree to voluntarily sell land for a public trail. If, at some point long into
the future, the Park District has already acquired many segments of the trail, but is missing
a key piece, it might be tempted to use its power of eminent domain to acquire right of way
through Leatherdale Farms' pastures, which would not serve the public interest. Even if it
did, the eminent domain acquisition will come at a very high price given the substantial
monetary damages that will be suffered by Leatherdale Farms. The City should not saddle
future taxpayers with this cost.
For all these reasons, the City must deny the Park District's request to approve the
Recommended Route. In the event that the City approves the Park District's request,
Leatherdale Farms will pursue its legal remedies to ensure compliance with Minnesota
law.
Very truly yours,
STINSON LLP
/s/ Marc D. Simpson
Marc D. Simpson
MDS:ds
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Elizabeth Weir
1262, Hunter Drive,
Wayzata. MN
February 26th, 2021
Dear Mayor Martin, City Council Members and Commissioners,
I write in regard to the proposed Diamond Lake Trail coming through Medina, and I urge you to
be strategic when you make a decision for the trail’s final route.
I joined the Planning Commission in 1997 and, during my first term, the Medina Ridge Senior
Housing proposal came before us and was built. Ridge residents pressed the City to provide a
safe way to cross Highway 55 to access Uptown Hamel and Hamel Legion Park. City engineers
priced a pedestrian bridge over the Highway and the railroad at around $5,000,000 at that time,
a sum not feasible for the City. The Uptown Hamel community also petitioned for this access in
the hope of stimulating business development.
Since then the residential areas north of Highway 55 have exploded, and still there is no safe
way to cross Highway 55 for access to Uptown Hamel and the now well-developed Hamel
Legion Park, its amenities and walking trail.
Three Rivers Park District representatives plan for a tunnel beneath the railroad and Highway
55 to connect the southern leg of their proposed Diamond Lake Trail with the northern leg.
This presents an opportunity for Medina to coordinate with Three Rivers Park District to save
significant City costs and to create a safe pedestrian and bike crossing beneath Highway 55 for
our northerly residents.
The most practical crossing site to serve residents is at Tamarack Drive, where a surface
crossing is currently being planned by the City. This site would be convenient for residents in
the growing residential areas north of Highway 55, and it would serve the planned, new
Wayzata School and the Diamond Lake Trail.
Considering Medina’s projected growth to the north, its already developed subdivisions and
access to Hamel Legion Park, the more direct, easterly proposed routes make more sense to
reach this Tamarack Drive crossing than the longer and ecologically detrimental western route.
For years, successive Medina City Councils have worked to maintain Medina’s open spaces
and natural areas. An eastern route would leave a smaller footprint in the City in terms of
distance and ecological impact.
I hope my comments might prove helpful as you make this difficult decision,
My best, Liz Weir

From: kay <jdobbs4946@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:55 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Scott Johnson <scott.johnson@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Opposition to "Recommended Route" - Diamond Lake Regional Trail/Three Rivers
Park District
Dear Mayor Martin and members of the Medina City Council,
I, Kay Dobbs, representing myself and my family, am writing regarding the “Recommended
Route” as put forth by the committee representing the Diamond Lake Regional Trail of the Three
Rivers Park District. Having attended two virtual meetings to this point, one on February 10,
2021 and more recently February 16, 2021 and having discussed the impacts of the proposed trail
with family and many neighbors, I write to formally oppose the project for several reasons.
Firstly, we oppose the nature of the trail due to the invasion of our privacy, environmental threat
to destroy wetlands and previously undisturbed habitat, and devaluation of our private
property. We have been property owners in Medina for 30 years and have lived at 1772 Morgan
Road for 20 years. The “recommended route” poses a threat to our irreplaceable and unspoiled
properties. At the February 10, 2021 meeting with Diamond Lake Regional Trail committee,
they emphasized wanting a linear, off road, park like setting for this trail, however our properties
are not parks, they are private. This is our home and we love this property and the city.
Secondly, we oppose the proposed trail due to the fact that this is private land which is used for
agricultural purposes. We along with many of our neighbors have horses and use these
properties as grazing land. Constructing this trail through these parcels would disrupt and destroy
our ability to use our properties in this way.
Finally, the trailhead at the Medina City Hall is not a convenient neighborhood location for
residents to jump on the trail. Those using the trail would have to drive here meaning that they
could drive 5 minutes further west and access the trails at Baker Park and other nearby existing
trails.
In summary, we are strongly opposed to the Recommended Route (i.e. the western most trail as
described by the Diamond Lake Regional Trail committee) and, in general, a new trail in our
City. Mayor Martin and members of the Medina City Council please do not approve this
proposed trail as it will forever change the City of Medina’s landscape.
Sincerely,
Kay Dobbs
1772 Morgan Road
-----Original Message----From: kay <jdobbs4946@aol.com>

To: kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>;
dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov <dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; todd.albers@medinamn.gov
<todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov<joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Sent: Tue, Feb 16, 2021 5:55 pm
Subject: Fwd: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Master Plan
To the Medina City Council and Park Commission:
I am Kay Ellen Dobbs, Trustee of the Kay Ellen Dobbs Revocable Trust, owner of 31.32 acres in Medina,
with a property identification number of 1511823420002. As trustee and personally I own or control a
total of approximately 75.5 contiguous acres, highlighted in yellow on the attached detail of the trail map,
including the parcel the District is considering taking for the trail and the parcel on which my home is
located, at 1772 Morgan Road.
I am writing to express my strong objection to the "Recommended Route" for the proposed Diamond Lake
Regional Trail Master Plan. I registered my objections with the Three Rivers Park District in my email
below. I am also objecting to the process by which the District is proceeding. Specifically, despite the fact
that the timeline the District included in your meeting packet shows the District planning to have started in
December 2019, the first any only mailing that I have received about the trail was dated February 5, 2021.
That notice said it could be a year or more before the District would proceed with the trail. I submitted my
comments, below, promptly after receiving notice. The District responded to my objections in an email
yesterday telling me "We have wrapped up our public engagement phase and we have now begun route
selection phase of the project."
In other words, within 10 days after notifying me of their plans, the District has picked a route through my
property, closed public comments, and now is seeking City approval in anticipation of a final District the
vote on March 21.
This is simply not fair and adequate notice of a decision that will disrupt the use and enjoyment of my
property, and the property of my neighbors, forever.
According to the February 11 Staff Report included in your Agenda, we understand "Staff is not
recommending any action at the meeting. Depending on the discussion, staff would recommend whether
additional opportunity for public engagement should be considered prior to discussing any formal action."
We urge the City Council and Park Commission to provide substantially more opportunity for public
engagement, and substantially more study, before taking any formal action. The time line on page 8 of
your packet says "City Councils: Approve Preferred Route" in "February-March 2021."
My substantive objections are very simple: The Recommended Route will sever a substantial portion of
my property from the rest of my property, disrupting the current use and enjoyment of the property as
undeveloped open space and diminishing any value for future development. The proposed route will
destroy the beauty and tranquility of the site, which we assume are primary reasons the District chose the
route in the first place, with a 10 foot paved trail. We know the other property owners impacted by this
proposal have similar objections. We hope they will make themselves heard tonight, but urge the City to
provide additional time for public input. The smaller "Local Trail' shown in a green dotted line on the
attached photo, will encroach on my home.
And to be clear, I am certain now that the Preferred Route is unacceptable. I am only urging you to take
the time to study the route, and to solicit input from your constituents, so you can reach the same
conclusion.
Thank you,
Kay Dobbs
1772 Morgan Road
Long Lake, MN 55356

Mr. Shurson:
Please accept this message in response to your February 3, 2021 letter on behalf of
Three Rivers Park District regarding the master plan for the Diamond Lake Regional
Trail, and include this message in the District records for the proposed trail.
I am Kay Ellen Dobbs, Trustee of the Kay Ellen Dobbs Revocable Trust, owner of 31.32
acres in Medina, with a property identification number of 1511823420002. As trustee
and personally I own or control a total of approximately 75.5 contiguous acres,
highlighted in yellow on the attached detail of the trail map, including the parcel the
District is considering taking for the trail and the parcel on which my home is located, at
1772 Morgan Road.
From the letter I understand the Park District is considering constructing a ten foot wide
paved public recreational trail through parcel 1511823420002. That proposed trail will
sever the western third of that parcel from the rest of my property. I am writing to urge
the District to choose another route that does not split my property, and encourage the
District to choose a path that will not cut up any existing parcel or intrude on private
residential uses.
I understand the District has its own criteria for selecting a route, and can imagine there
may be some convenience in running the trail between the existing farm field (which we
actually do farm) and the woods to the west (in which we allow friends and relatives to
bow hunt in season) but the location, which is well inside the boundaries of our property,
could hardly be more disruptive of our current use and enjoyment or more challenging
to possible future use and development.
I can also imagine the District may have selected the route because of the beauty and
tranquility of the location. Those are certainly primary reasons we cherish the property.
If those are in fact reasons the District chose the route please consider how
inappropriate it is to disrupt that beauty and tranquility with a 10 foot wide paved trail.
Please also consider the fact that this land is used for hunting in season. If the District
runs the trail through this property, the District is going to have to address the related
safety issues.
Thank you for soliciting our response to the proposed location of the proposed public
trail within our property. Please register our very strong objection to the proposal.
Kay E Dobbs
1772 Morgan Road
Long Lake, MN 55356

From: Peter Herfurth <pherfurth@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:54 PM
To: Scott Johnson <scott.johnson@medinamn.gov>; Kathleen Martin
<kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Tonight's meeting to consider the Three Rivers Bicycle Trail

Kathy - I've been alerted to the public hearing tonight. Sally and I
will not be in town to voice our complete opposition to this
horrible idea.
Will every cyclist stop at all 9 driveway entrances? We would need 18 stop
signs (9 north facing and 9 south facing) on such a bicycle path between #24 and
#6. What if a cyclist fails to stop and broadsides Sally or me, or

a
service vehicle, or a guest? The result: 1. An injured rider; and 2. A
homeowner with unexpected liability and undeserved guilt.

We'd like to keep our rural road uncomplicated and uncrowded. Thank you, Kathy.
F. Peter Herfurth
1515 Hunter Drive
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391
(612) 998-6610
pherfurth@gmail.com
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To: The City of Medina; City of Medina Board Members; and Three Rivers Park District:
I was more than surprised when I opened my mail about one week ago to find a post card telling me
for the very first time that long range plans had been going on by Three Rivers Park District for some time
to literally "plop" a bike trail through Leatherdale Farms horse pastures.I am disappointed that neighbors
were not given the courtesy of being included in initial discussions of this trail. This is especially
important given that Leatherdale Farms ( and I as the owner) would be directly impacted in a negative
way by a trail running through the property.
For your information, Leatherdale Farms is an internationally successful horse breeding and
competition equine farm know around the world for excellence in its work. I encourage you to investigate
this either through our website lleatherdalefarms...com or through Google or any other search
engine. We have operations in Germany, Canada, California, Kentucky and Florida but our home base
has always been Medina. To that end, we have always wanted to be good neighbors following the rules
of good pasture management, wetland care, manure management (Medina's rules for appropriate
manure management were written based on our management suggestions years ago) and of course the
correct management of very fine Hanoverian horses for breeding and competition.
For those of you who do not know horses, the idea of a bicycle and rider in full riding gear riding by a
1500 pound very valuable horse in a pasture is an image and consequences of which you would not want
to see! Even the most trained of horses would be frightened by any stranger let alone one on a
bike! Injury to the horse--bucking and striking at the unusual and scary things means months of hard
work in training going right down the proverbial "tubes" as the horse injured can remain injured for months
at a time at best. Veterinary bills, staff time involved to rehabilitate the horse can be extremely high. Add
to that the rider (adult or child) that stops to "pet the pretty horsey" and goes in the pasture to do so can
be injured or worse. Or, the rider decides to feed something to the horse that causes damage or
sickness. Now think of the liability issues all this entails. Is Three Rivers Park District or The City of
Medina ready to take on these liability risks? Certainly Leatherdale Farms is NOT!
What happens as well to the property value of this land given a bike trail going directly through the two
largest pasture of Leatherdale Farms? When this land was initially purchased years ago it was done so
we could keep land speculators from developing into looking more like Edina rather than Medina! My late
husband Doug and I immediately put the land into an Agricultural Preserve in order to keep it beautiful for
the whole community. The Log Lake Hunt uses the land as well as birders and other naturalists studying
here and in Woldsfeld Woods.
Woldsfeld Woods is the gem of Medina and we are fortunate to have such a well managed ecosystem
in our community. I can not imagine what damage could be done by bikers or random people not caring
about its unique management needed to continue. I believe others more involved with Woldsfeld Woods
have written to you to express their concern about this possible endangerment of the environment so I will
only say that it would be a dismal loss to have a bike path near or around it in any way.
I have seen the bike path already built going North/South by Baker's Park and really do not think
another North/South path is necessary. There is more bike path going through Loretto and on to Corcoran
and further and I do know the cost must have been significant for all this. When driving past both I frankly
see very little traffic on either of these. Another bike path going North/South seems unreasonable for
Medina tax payers.
I am definitely in opposition to the suggested plans you have brought forth for the Diamond Lake
Regional Trail. This is not what our community needs and also has direct adverse effect on Leatherdale
Farms and me as a property owner in Medina.
Louise B. Leatherdale-Pres.
Leatherdale Farms MN
763-350-3983
lleatherdale@aol.com

From: jpm@truenorthed.com <jpm@truenorthed.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:57 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: jmulva3@aol.com; 'Mia Sullivan' <miatsullivan@gmail.com>;
nlapidus@outlook.com
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Hi Ms. Martin,
My family resides at 2125 Hollybush Road, we strongly agree with Mia
Sullivan’s opposition to the proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail cutting
through our privately owned wildlife areas and all of her well-articulated
reasoning. I must add that the acquisition costs related to the taking of this
property will be extraordinarily high due to the substantial diminution in
property values. Please advocate for us.
Thank you,
Jim Mulvahill
From: Mia Sullivan <miatsullivan@gmail.com>
Date: February 22, 2021 at 9:47:22 PM CST
To: kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Rail
Hello Ms. Martin,
We reside on Bantle Farm Road, and one of the proposed trail routes would
cut across our property, mostly over wetlands. As you would imagine, we
strongly oppose any trail master plan that would encroach on our private
land, or be near our property border. We will stand united with our
neighbors to oppose the plan for a new trail.
1. First of, it is our private property, and we would not be amenable to selling it for public usage or
to a developer to divvy up the acreage. Should we sell one day (we have no plans on doing so in
the foreseeable future) we would endeavor to find a buyer who is interested in keeping our 36
acre lot intact while being a responsible steward of flora and fauna.
2. Second, we strongly dispute the notion that such a trail, cutting through a large swath of
Medina’s cherished and carefully preserved wetland habitat, would not have a significant and
lasting negative impact on wildlife – it most certainly would! As studies have shown, man‐made
construction through wetland has harmful effects, destroys wildlife, and interferes with the
natural migration patterns of the wildlife, while also negatively impacting water run‐off and
filtration, plant‐life, and the delicately balanced bacteria and microbes that co‐exists in a
beneficial way with plants and animals within the unique habitat that wetland represents. This
is of course why Medina, thus far, has been extremely strict toward landowner’s usage of their
wetlands – and for very good reason. The wetlands beneficial effects cannot be overstated for
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our region – they act as essential organs for the entire region, boosting wildlife, biodiversity, air
quality, ground water quality, and natural species preservation.
3. Third, as many neighbors have pointed out already, there are plenty of adequate alternatives for
recreating on trails nearby, making the suggested Diamond Lake Regional Trail excessive and
duplicative and unnecessary, in addition to being intrusive and environmentally unfriendly:
A. Baker Park has trails and a pretty lake and is vastly under‐used – I walk my dog there and
never see more than a handful of people, if that;
B. Medina Road and County Road 24 are nearby, and were built wide enough to allow for bike
traffic;
C. Long Lake has a new bike path along the lake shore that is also under‐used;
D. There are several well‐known trails in the general area, albeit outside of Medina, such as the
Luce Line Trail, the Minnetonka Regional Trail, Crow River Trail, and Kingswood Park.
4. One neighbor suggested that creating links between existing trails nearby would be a wiser path
to take (pun intended) – we second this idea.
5. Another idea would be to increase the usage of beautiful parks and trails like Baker Park, by
creating a shuttle bus system akin to mountain regions shuttling hikers and skiers to and from
mountain trails, that would allow people without cars to experience the natural beauty of our
western region.

Best,
Mia and Brian Sullivan
2400 Bantle Farm Road
Medina, MN 55340
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From: Shurson, Stephen <Stephen.Shurson@threeriversparks.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:35 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Grissman, Kelly
<Kelly.Grissman@threeriversparks.org>
Cc: Dusty Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>; Scott Johnson
<scott.johnson@medinamn.gov>
Subject: RE: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Jodi, following up on the question of the percentage of comments from
Medina residents that were positive/negative, I did some further analysis.
Of the 105 comments in our webmap that were placed within the Medina city
limits and were from people who identified themselves as being from Medina
or Hamel:
61 (58%) were negative
40 (38%) were positive
4 (4%) were neutral
Let me know if you have any addition questions about this data point.
Thanks,
Stephen Shurson
Three Rivers Park District
763.559.6766 o
612.290.0096 c
stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org
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From: Cris Stetler <jcstetler@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 12:14 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin
Reid <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh
<joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail 2/23/21
February 23, 2021

Mayor Martin and Medina City Council

Thank you for extending the time for public input on the Diamond Lake Regional Trail
through Medina.
As noted in our earlier email, we oppose the preferred western path of DLRT through
Medina, and specifically our property and are not interested in selling. Further, we oppose
the DLRT between Highway 55 and County Road 6 in Medina, unless it utilizes the existing
County Road 19 trails.
We love and appreciate the magic that is Medina, which is why we made the conscious
decision to move our family here. We believe there are better path options for residents,
wildlife and the environment than the (now) two proposed western routes. We feel strongly
that the City Council should represent the residents of the city of Medina, who clearly, as
communicated in the surveys taken and shared in the call on February 16, are not in favor
of a trail through Medina. As noted, 60% of Medina residents are opposed to the DLRT
through Medina, the highest disapproval rate of cities along the DLRT. This seems like an
easy position for the City Council to defend.
“Medina will protect it’s significant natural resources and open space throughout the City,
while honoring it’s rural heritage”. The Diamond Lake Trail does not seem to help the city
of Medina and its residents achieve its mission statement.

Private Property/Nature/Peace
As has been communicated by many residents, what drew us to Medina and to our specific
properties were the expansive natural views, wildlife, wetlands and privacy.
We moved from a higher density area to our property in Medina in order to realize more
peace and privacy from the city and suburbs. Had we known that this trail through our
wetlands and fields was planned, we would not have purchased it and looked for an
alternative.
Several of us are impacted by the very close proximity of the path to our homes, our
driveways, through our yards and even our vegetable gardens. Needless to say, this is very
disruptive to the life many of us chose to live when we moved to Medina.

Property Investment

As you know, property in Medina is priced at a premium, in large part due to the beauty and
privacy.
Public paths, cutting across public property will reduce property values because precisely
what is valued is pristine land and privacy. Those of us that recently moved to these
properties will take a loss if we choose to sell due to the paths through our properties.

Wetland impact/destruction
While we completely understand wanting to experience the beauty of the wetlands, the
initial building of the path, as well as inevitable impact by planned, regular routing of people
through wetland on foot and bike will have a negative impact. It can’t be avoided. Further,
there is a dedicated nature preserve through some incredibly beautiful wetlands just three
miles west at Baker Park, which is open to the public. Why would Three Rivers, the City of
Medina and the Watershed District be willing to disrupt untouched wetland when there are
existing ways for people to enjoy the natural beauty of the wetlands?

Location/Functionality of Path
A solid, inexpensive option is County Road 19. The current path connects to Baker Park,
where trails exist through the wetlands. This would not require Three Rivers Park to acquire
private property from unwilling property owners. Further, it would allow the trail to be up
and running in a short period of time versus the decades it could take to persuade current
property owners to sell their properties, if ever, and avoid much ill will of Medina
residents. By avoiding having to acquire premium private property, tax dollars would not
need to be spent to acquire expensive private property.
While we realize that the County Road 19 trail is outside of the desired 3-5 mile parameters
of Three Rivers Park trails plan guidelines, it does currently exist and it does not
require homeowners property and privacy to be invaded. We think that this is a pretty solid
trade off and an easy answer for Three Rivers Park.

Sincerely,
Jim & Cris Stetler
1832 Medina Road

From: Ta Ho <tayuan.ho@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 2:01 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Project
Dear Mayor Martin,
I am writing to you in regards to the proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Project. My wife and I reside at 3940 Linden Pl where we moved to just
under a year ago.
I first would like to thank you and your staff for holding these public
comment sessions to engage city residents. I have found them to be very
informative. Many residents have claimed that they were not notified of this
project, which I have found to be unjustified. I first read about the project in
the city newsletter and was able to easily find more information on the city
website as well as provide initial comments online regarding proposed
routes. The public meetings have been posted online as well. Looking at
recent census data, >95% of Medina residents have a computer and
broadband internet so awareness seems to be a larger issue than access. I
also disagree with resident comments that a direct mailing should have been
provided. At this point in the planning process with no set route, a direct
mailing would be incredibly costly, time consuming, and an inefficient use of
resources.
I would also like to address the commonly stated concern regarding
decreased property values. I questioned whether this was an evidence based
concern or more perception, and so I did some research to try to find
evidence either way. I was able to find numerous studies that indicate that
proximity to trails increases value and that property directly adjacent to
trails and trailheads did not lower in value. The data were of both actual
property transactions as well as property owner perceptions pre- and posttrail development. This matches my recent first hand experience purchasing
our home seeing numerous property listings touting the proximity to trails
such as Luce Line or Medicine Lake Trails. In this instance, it appears that
the perception of lower property values is not well supported by evidence.
This is in addition to the fact that property values are decided by the market
rather than the individual property owner.
I support the development of the trail but do understand that individual
property owners have concerns. That said I especially support the desire to
locate the trail off road. I previously lived in Plymouth and my experience
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with those road adjacent trails is that they are seldom used because they
are noisy, have poor air quality, and are unsafe. Specifically from a safety
perspective, every interaction between a cyclist and a vehicle is potentially
life threatening for the cyclist and with road adjacent trails there are just too
many driveway and street crossings to make riding there worth it. Based on
my experience building a road adjacent trail would likely result in lower
usage and in the long run would be an inefficient use of resources. Many of
the cyclists that currently use CR 24, Medina Rd, and Hamel Rd would likely
move to an off road trail as those roads are not designed for cyclists. They
aren't trails but rather shoulders intended for vehicles that cyclists use
because there not other options available. The shoulders on those roads are
filled with road debris, which is dangerous, and are not cleaned but once per
year. Also, many shoulders end abruptly causing cyclists to have to enter
the road, where they do have the right of way but encounter vehicles
traveling multiple times their speed. Many more casual cyclists are not
comfortable with these kinds of maneuvers and interactions with vehicles.
My wife is one of those casual cyclists that does not ride anywhere but on off
road trails.
Lastly, I would like to point out that the Nine Mile Creek Trail, which faced
significant opposition from residents in Edina was eventually built and has
received national recognition. My aunt lives across the street from a
trailhead and views and traffic are not noticably different than from before.
You have my full support to continue the work on this project, and I hope
your efforts will be recognized one day by the future generations that will
benefit from the Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
Best regards,
Ta-Yuan Ho
3940 Linden Pl
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From: Bridget Jason Anderson <jpawayzata@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 10:31 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Comments

Mayor Martin:
My family and I are opposed to the preferred proposed western path for the Diamond Lake
Regional Trail by Three's River. We live on Deer Hill Road and next to one of the private
properties that will be impacted. Three Rivers may be choosing this option because it is the
most instantaneous scenic path, but it will take the longest to achieve waiting for private
landowners to ever sell, the most costly for Three Rivers in an attempt to purchase the valuable
land, and most detrimental to the preservation of natural greenways in the community. If the
goal is to make trail connections and provide accessibility to all sooner than later, this option is
not the path to approve.
Please note, on some of these topics I have first‐hand experience from serving in your
compacity in a nearby community.
We ask you to consider the following areas of consideration in making your decision:
 Usage: How many people using the trail? Number of Trail Users ‐ What is the projected
number of users of the trail? Do we want this type of user traffic moving through the area and
people's private property? When the Dakota Trail was proposed from Wayzata west, the
projected number of users was increased from original projections to anticipate demand. And
still, trail use is three times the number of visitors projected from the master plan process from
the start and continues to grow. Wayzata was not prepared or able to handle issue around
parking.
 Traffic & Parking: With heavy trail usage comes increased traffic in residential areas and
parking issues. There will be increased traffic all along the trail path and issues with
parking. Many people do not use the designated parking due to lack of knowing where it is or
choosing to hop on a trail along different parts. A MAJOR concern will be people choosing to
park on Deer Hill Road, which is a public road close to the trail section along Wolsfeld and then
crossing private property to get to the trail.
 Timeframe & Accessibility: If the goal is to provide use to many sooner than later, the
western path is the option that will take the longest to obtain, due to waiting for private
property owners to agree to sell their land, and most restrictive for local residents to be able to
hop out their front door onto a public street to use the trail. Either option of Hunter Drive or
Tamarack Drive will give those residents living along trail easier access rather than having to
drive to a different location to access; thus, improving quality of life for local residents.

 Environmental Impact: SIXTEEN feet wide. The trail will have a 10' wide paved section PS an
additional MINIMUM 3' of clear zone on each side of the paved surface per Three Rivers
standards they follow which is in accordance with the American Association of State Highway
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, 1999, and
Minnesota Department of Transportation’s, Minnesota Bicycle Transportation and Planning
Guidelines, 1996.
 Infrastructure Upgrade Opportunity: The city of Medina has the opportunity to upgrade,
repair or install various infrastructure if a path was chosen on Hunter or Tamarack vs. the
western path. It has been done with other road and trail projects that while during
construction and things are dug up to upgrade underground utilities (sewer, water,
stormwater) or add in utilities such as fiberoptics. Medina's access and equality to broadband
is extremely poor compared to nearby communities. Doing so increases the quality of life for
the residents and adds value to property and the community. There are potential monies out
there when doing such things in coordination with other governmental stakeholders.
 Equestrian Use NOT Allowed: per Three Rivers, there are no plans to put in an equestrian
path along the trail and the trail path will conflict with existing horse trails.
  Maintenance Nuisance: Trail maintenance, such as mowers to keep 3' cleared area along
path or trail repair, etc. is additional nusiance for neighborhood and private property owners
going through the western path
 Medina ‐ Strategic Plan
Natural Environment
Medina preserves its rural character to the greatest extent possible by identifying ecologically
significant natural features and natural greenway corridors on City maps, providing incentives
for conservation‐design and for protection of natural features. The City seeks to raise
awareness among residents for good land stewardship to...
We ask you follow your commitment to the vision of Median and the strategic goals set forth
and vote down this option offered up by Three Rivers. There can be an opportunity to form a
multi‐ stakeholder, that includes resident participation, task force to flush out options and work
towards a plan to meets goals of all involved. I have participated in such an experience when
meeting the challenges put forth with the construction of Bushaway Road and the trail that ran
along side. A similar process can happen in Median with relation to the DLRT.
Thank you for your consideration, time and good luck. Any questions, comments ‐‐ I am happy
to help.

REGARDS | Bridget Anderson | 1512 Deer Hill Road | 612.327.1283
"It is easier to build strong children than repair broken men." ‐‐ Fredrick Douglass

From: Abdhish Bhavsar <bhavs001@umn.edu>
Date: Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 11:01 PM
Subject: Diamond Trail proposal
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>,
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>, <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>,
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>, <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>,
<DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Dear Medina Mayor, City Council Members and Three Rivers Park District,
I was just informed by a neighbor last night that there is a plan to put a bike trail along
our entire eastern property line of approximately 1,000 feet.
First I was shocked to hear about this since I have not received any notice from the city
about such a plan that would substantially impact our property, our lives, our safety and
its value substantially.
We moved to Medina for its rural nature and we specifically selected our property
because of its seclusion from any major roadway or any paths of any kind.
We moved to Medina and built a home in Medina and are raising a family here knowing
that the only traffic across our property would be an occasional horse rider.
Having a bike path across our property will forever change our lives.
If you approve this, people from anywhere will now have access to our back yard and
property where previously no vehicular traffic of any sort was allowed.
There are many other reasons that we do not believe this is a good idea for Medina and
not just the properties that are impacted directly by the proposed trail but many of us
have horses and our pastures and our neighbor's pastures are immediately affected by
the proposed trail and having people bike or travel along the trail in the middle of or
alongside our pastures is not beneficial for our horses. Many times when people see
horses, they try to stop, make noises, and feed or pet the horses and that can be
dangerous as well, for both the horses and the people.
The main difference is that people who use the trail for horse riding understand and
respect other horses and other farms and they know that they should not interfere or
make noise or disturb or feed horses in pastures that they travel by.
This is not the case for other travelers or bike riders.
Replacing horse trails like the one crossing our property which have a few horses worth
of traffic in a whole year with a larger, paved, high traffic bike trail is not fair to us, since
we use the horse trail and moved to Medina and built a house on our specific property
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knowing that we had direct access to the horse trail. The city nor the park district
should have the right to take that away from our family or the other families in Medina.
The wetland impact is another issue since we are all trying to preserve our wetlands for
ecological balance and in addition, we already have difficulty with our wetlands draining
properly into the larger wetland areas and having construction for a large paved trail
crossing our wetlands will make that even worse.
We along with many of our neighbors specifically moved to Medina to live a rural
lifestyle and to raise our families with minimal traffic, surrounded by farms and horses
and many of us live on very small roads or dead end streets.
Putting a high traffic bike trail across our property would take that all away from us and
our children in an instant.
We believe that it would be much more prudent and much more appropriate to place
bike paths along roadways for safety reasons as well as access reasons or across
purely public lands and not private property lands.
We are completely opposed to bike paths that will traverse private properties and ruin
the rural nature of our city of Medina.
Please do not approve this devastating plan to build a bike path across our rural and
farming private property or those of our neighbors.
Thanks you
Sincerely
Mary and Abdhish Bhavsar
2105 Chestnut Road
Medina
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From: Conley Brooks <conley.brooks@sawmillmgt.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 5:50 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Proposed Bike Trail Adjacent to Wolsfeld Woods
Dear Ms. Gallup:
I am a member of the Conley Brooks Family, who collectively donated the Wolsfeld Woods property
(220 acres) to the Nature Conservancy and ultimately to the State in 1978. We have been gratified that
the Woods have been preserved mostly in their natural state and have been accessible for the
enjoyment of the public.
We have recently become aware of the proposed bike trail which would adjoin the Woods for part of its
length. We believe that the adjacency of such a trail to the Woods would result in harm to the scientific
and natural character of the property, since it would be inevitable that use of the woods by bikers would
increase, degrading the landscape and the trails. Already, mountain bikes have noticeably marred
the forest floor, resulting in increased erosion and destruction of natural flora. Unless there were a high
fence protecting the Woods from the bike trail, this degradation will increase and eventually destroy the
character of the Woods as a Scientific and Natural Area.
Our family originally donated the Woods for the purpose of protecting it as much as possible from
development and the incursions of too much usage. It was not established as a public park. We believe
that the proposed bike trail is not consistent with the State designation, and urge that the bike trail be
re‐routed so that it does not adjoin the Woods property.
Thank you for your consideration.
Conley Brooks, Jr.
1640 Fox Street, Wayzrta

From: Carol Hatcher <ltfhatcher1@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 10:22 AM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Wolsfeld Woods
Hello. I am a volunteer and member of Friends of Wolsfeld Woods. Also, an
avid biker using many bike trails throughout Minnesota.
Wolsfeld Woods is too fragile of a location to increase the proximity of it to
public use. Such an area needs protection not more vulnerability.
Please take this into consideration and use an alternate route for the
Diamond Lake Regional Trail master plan.
Thank you,
Carol Hatcher
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From: Anna Hill <annakeelyhill@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 8:21 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
I am writing to oppose the current recommended route options for a north/south bike trail through the
city of Medina. I am surprised to see the impact of the routes on private property owners as well as the
east side of Wolsfeld Woods. Medina is a sought after city with residents common goal of living in a
rural/natural setting. The development of a paved bike trail through this area would negatively impact
my property and impact many of my neighbors as well as the precious natural areas we have in the city.
Thank you for your consideration,
Anna Hill
1255 Medina Rd
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From: David Huart <dwhuart@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 5:38 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Project
Dear Madam Mayor,
I am writing to you in regard to the proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail project. I am coming to you
on behalf of property owners, Jack and Jo Ann Wahlfors, at 1525 Deer Hill Road.
Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors first received notice of this project on Sunday, February 21st from a concerned
neighbor. That neighbor provided a link to a family member of Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors to the February
16th public meeting you chaired about this project. On Sunday evening, February 21st, Mr. and Mrs.
Wahlfors and their family gathered to listen to the February 16th meeting and learned for the first time
the scope of this project.
Despite whatever efforts may have been made to contact affected property owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Wahlfors contend they received no such notice of this proposed project or of any opportunities to
comment or any deadlines to do so.
When we watched and listened to the February 16th meeting, we were comforted to know that a
neighbor, Helen Healy, spoke to the committee out of concern for Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors. They are the
property owners, Ms. Healy referred to, who operate a small berry farm on their property. Mr. and Mrs.
Wahlfors are 87 and 84 years old, respectively, and are not technologically savvy so were unaware of
any posted notices of this project or of any meetings related thereto.
The primary goal in writing to you, therefore, is to request a meeting between the appropriate
representatives of this project and Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors and their family.
Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors' property has been in their family since the 1800s. Mrs. Wahlfors' father was
born on the adjacent property in 1888 and her great‐grandfather, George Reiser, actually named the
town of Medina in 1858. Mrs. Wahlfors grew up in a small 3‐room shack on the property. So, one can
see that their attachment to this property goes beyond that of merely a property owner. It has been
their home for generations.
For many decades, Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors' property has been used for agricultural purposes. For many
years they have grown berries on the property. This is not a large‐scale advertised business, but one that
a small, but devoted, segment of the population has come to rely on. Portions of the property are
actively used for experimental crop research by multiple entities and much of the property is subject to
contractual agreements.
The proposed trail route and how it would divide the Wahlfors' property would have a devastating
effect on their agricultural production, their research, and their contractual agreements, to say nothing
of the interference with the beauty and the natural resources of the property.
As the council is no doubt aware, the Wahlfors' property includes portions of Wolsfeld Woods. The
proposed route through the Wahlfors' property would disrupt established nesting sites of migratory

birds, including cranes, raptors, ducks, etc. In addition, it would cut off the well established trails the
deer and other wildlife follow to the Woods.
While anyone would enjoy having access to a path where you could walk or bike amidst the beautiful
nature and wildlife this part of Hennepin County offers, we question whether that outweighs the
inherent property rights of the taxpayer owners of these properties. Our neighbors all have their own
reasons why this proposed trail would negatively affect their property. We speak only for Mr. and Mrs.
Wahlfors in saying that the proposed trail would not only disrupt the ecosystem of their property, but
would cause them and their heirs irreparable financial harm.
In addition, several years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors had many acres of their property taken over by the
Watershed District. The litigation that ensued over that matter was very costly and ultimately resulted
in an unsatisfactory outcome for all parties. It would be unduly burdensome if the committee were to
put Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors through a similar ordeal at their ages.
As I said, the primary goal of this correspondence is to arrange a meeting with the appropriate parties.
In listening to the February 16th meeting, Mr. Shurson expressed a willingness to speak with all affected
property owners. Thanks to neighbor, Helen Healy, Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors' property was discussed
and you mentioned a "knock on the door" might be an appropriate way to engage them on this issue.
While we would welcome such a meeting, given their ages, Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors have been carefully
following government mandates regarding COVID exposure so we would prefer to have a scheduled
meeting where they and their family could be safely present to discuss this project prior to any official
decisions being made regarding the trail and its specific route as it pertains to Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfors'
property.
Thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration to this matter.
Sincerely,

David W. Huart

From: Robin Johnson <rejohnson1959@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 8:23 AM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Kathleen Martin
<kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers
<todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>;
Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Orono's City Council says no to portion of Diamond Lake Trail
Good Morning,
My name is Robin Johnson. I own two properties on Tamarack Drive. One is
1155 Tamarack which is in Orono, the other is 1325 Tamarack which is in
Medina. In total there are approximately 38 acres. I am extremely upset and
opposed to the proposed trail going through both of my properties. It will
have a huge negative impact on my property values and my quality of life. If
you all put your life savings into purchasing investment property for your
family and then someone tells you they are going to put a 10 foot paved trail
through it, how would you feel?
Lucky for me, Orono said they would not do that to one of their residents. I
hope you will all feel the same way.
Three River Parks district failed to even show Orono's city council that a
portion of the trail would go through resident's backyards. They conveniently
forgot. I don't expect you to believe me on this, as you don't know me. So I
am asking you to reach out to Mayor Walsh dwalsh2@ci.orono.mn.us and
City Council board member Victoria Seals vseals@ci.orono.mn.us for their version
of the story.
Please also keep in mind that Three River Parks district was pushing this all
very hard last night. Please don't be afraid to say "no" to the whole idea,
because in truth this trail system is not needed or desired by the majority of
your residents.
Thank you,
Robin Johnson
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From: margaret merkow <maggiemerkowart@gmail.com>
Date: February 23, 2021 at 12:49:02 PM CST
To: Mary Morrison <mmorrison2323@gmail.com>, wolsfeld woods
<wolsfeldwoods@gmail.com>
Subject: Three Rivers Park District Bike Trail proposal-comment
I live at 2340 Abingdon Way, Long Lake, MN 55356
I frequent Wolsfeld Woods and am a member of their Friends group, and
have volunteered to take young children on tours of the woods.
I am very much against the proposed bicycle route that traverses the
boundary of Wolsfeld Woods property for the reason that it is too close to a
wild protected area. The path would destroy the delicate balance of nature
that so many people have worked hard to maintain.
I support a bike path that follows Tamarac Road.
Margaret Merkow
margaret.merkow@gmail.com
612 518 3332 phone text
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Lucy Mitchell <lucycmitchell@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 4:20 PM
To: Kathy Martin <kathymartin440@gmail.com>; Kathy Martin <Kathleen.martin@mgmllp.com>; Jodi
Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Dusty Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Dear All,
I am writing to oppose the proposed route for the Diamond Lake Regional Trail south of Hwy 55 for
several reasons.
One, I do not see the need for another north/south regional trail as we already have a Three Rivers
route just 3 miles away on County Road 19.
Two, the proposed route will go through the heart of undeveloped land in Medina paving over natural
areas, cutting down trees and generally compromising valuable green space.
Three, the proposed route goes way to close to Wolsfeld Woods, an old growth big woods and a Natural
Scientific Area. Bicycles are prohibited there but I understand that mountain bikers are ignoring this. I
enjoy bike trails myself but do not want to threaten our natural areas that are not patrolled.
Please do not approve the proposed route.
Lucy C Mitchell
1745 N Willow Drive
Long Lake, MN 55356

From: Lisa Ringer <twoponygardens@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 10:11 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>; Jodi Gallup
<jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Dusty Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Dear Mayor Martin and Council Members,
My name is Lisa Ringer and I have lived in Medina for 46 years.
I strongly oppose the construction of a paved bike trail on the recommended west route.
My issue of concern is the destruction and damage to the last few remaining natural areas in Medina.
Wolsfeld Woods Scientific Area is not intended for public recreation, but for preservation and scientific
study. The existing trails are soft and vulnerable to overuse. There is much erosion already. The
proposed trail bordering the woods would invite more foot traffic and possibly illegal bicycle activity.
Medina building codes have been strict in relation to adding hardscape to private properties due to
weather patterns of extreme rainfall and wetland mitigation. It seems ironic to create all this additional
hardscape.
There are many available recreational bike trails in the area including the underutilized trail along
County Road 19 which also runs north/south.
The privately owned agricultural preserve status properties adjacent to Wolsfeld Woods act as an
important buffer for the diverse and precious wildlife in the area.
I believe of the three options, the Hunter Drive route makes the most sense as the roadway is already
developed and the natural areas have already been compromised.
Thank you,
Lisa Ringer
1700 Deer Hill Rd.
Sent from my iPad
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From: Mia Sullivan <miatsullivan@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 7:47 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Rail
Hello Ms. Martin,
We reside on Bantle Farm Road, and one of the proposed trail routes would cut across our property, mostly over
wetlands. As you would imagine, we strongly oppose any trail master plan that would encroach on our private land,
or be near our property border. We will stand united with our neighbors to oppose the plan for a new trail.
1.

First of, it is our private property, and we would not be amenable to selling it for public usage or to a
developer to divvy up the acreage. Should we sell one day (we have no plans on doing so in the
foreseeable future) we would endeavor to find a buyer who is interested in keeping our 36 acre lot intact
while being a responsible steward of flora and fauna.

2.

Second, we strongly dispute the notion that such a trail, cutting through a large swath of Medina’s
cherished and carefully preserved wetland habitat, would not have a significant and lasting negative impact
on wildlife – it most certainly would! As studies have shown, man-made construction through wetland has
harmful effects, destroys wildlife, and interferes with the natural migration patterns of the wildlife, while
also negatively impacting water run-off and filtration, plant-life, and the delicately balanced bacteria and
microbes that co-exists in a beneficial way with plants and animals within the unique habitat that wetland
represents. This is of course why Medina, thus far, has been extremely strict toward landowner’s usage of
their wetlands – and for very good reason. The wetlands beneficial effects cannot be overstated for our
region – they act as essential organs for the entire region, boosting wildlife, biodiversity, air quality, ground
water quality, and natural species preservation.

3.

Third, as many neighbors have pointed out already, there are plenty of adequate alternatives for recreating
on trails nearby, making the suggested Diamond Lake Regional Trail excessive and duplicative and
unnecessary, in addition to being intrusive and environmentally unfriendly:
A. Baker Park has trails and a pretty lake and is vastly under-used – I walk my dog there and never see
more than a handful of people, if that;
B. Medina Road and County Road 24 are nearby, and were built wide enough to allow for bike traffic;
C. Long Lake has a new bike path along the lake shore that is also under-used;
D. There are several well-known trails in the general area, albeit outside of Medina, such as the Luce Line
Trail, the Minnetonka Regional Trail, Crow River Trail, and Kingswood Park.

4.

One neighbor suggested that creating links between existing trails nearby would be a wiser path to take
(pun intended) – we second this idea.

5.

Another idea would be to increase the usage of beautiful parks and trails like Baker Park, by creating a
shuttle bus system akin to mountain regions shuttling hikers and skiers to and from mountain trails, that
would allow people without cars to experience the natural beauty of our western region.

Best,
Mia and Brian Sullivan
2400 Bantle Farm Road
Medina, MN 55340
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From: Suzie Sween <dunebuggysuz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 9:46 AM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Steve Scherer <steve.scherer@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Attn: Medina City Council & Medina Park Commission
c/o Jodi Gallup, Assistant City Administrator/City Clerk, City of Medina.
I have lived on Holy Name Drive for 61 years and my ancestors have resided in the City of
Medina area since the 1890's.
I have watched as urban sprawl has chipped away at our pristine wild life and open areas, 5 acres
at a time.
I fully support a landowner to develop and use their property for their own enjoyment.
With the DLRT plan, those landowners who love to hunt and find solace in the privacy of their
own backyards, will have to endure unintended consequences for eternity.
I do NOT support a government entity, unelected by the citizens of Medina, pushing their
agenda down our throats.
The proposed Diamond Lake Trail is an unnecessary
infringement on our beautiful Holy Name Lake and of course the neighbors/landowners that are
being negatively impacted on all sides of it.
In reading the dissenting letters that have been sent to the City of Medina, the point of the
County Road 24 park "becoming a parking lot" rings very true.
I live on the lake and can see the park. I see bike races, hockey games, weddings and people
enjoying this park frequently.
I also see the park and County Road 24, become that described parking lot.
The spill over onto the street is concerning, unsafe and the inability to see around the curve,
especially with Hunter drive motorists pulling out, is alarming.
In the past 5 years, Holy Name Lake has drawn coveted wildlife to it's quaint shores. Nesting
Trumpeter Swans, Eagles, Osprey and multiple breeds of ducks, to name a few.
It has also drawn trespassing to the Holy Name Island, via the Medina Park located on County
Road 24.
People setting up hammocks, cutting trees and starting fires, have been seen from my front yard.
The island is private property.
As an owner, I would like the land and nesting wildlife to be undisturbed.
With the public being allowed more access, does anyone really think that more trespassing won't
occur?
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Will our police now be called to jump into a kayak to investigate?
With roads and visuals for the public already, on 3 sides of the lake, why is this Western trail
needed?
With Baker Park Reserve less than 3 miles away, why is this Western trail needed?
This is NOT needed.
No éminent domain by DLRT? We know how that game is played. Forced sale, exorbitant park
dedication fees, excruciatingly high taxes, and Cities beholding to government entities because
of grants accepted... Don't dilude yourselves.
Please reject the Diamond Lake Regional Trail through the City of Medina's undeveloped and
private property.
Sincerely,
Suzie Raskob Sween
Dave Sween
Joslyn Sween
Holy Name Drive
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From: Shurson, Stephen <Stephen.Shurson@threeriversparks.org>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 4:33 PM
To: Pflaum, Stephen <stephen.pflaum@stinson.com>; Kathleen Martin
<kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers <dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers
<todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh
<joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Grissman, Kelly
<Kelly.Grissman@threeriversparks.org>; DLRT <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Subject: RE: Diamond Lake Regional Master Plan Project
Thank you Stephen for your email and sharing your concerns. Perhaps I can address some of them for
you.
We understand the conflict between the potential concurrent use of a regional trail and the horse farm
operations. It is not our intent to have the uses coexist. But rather, at some point in the future when the
owner is interested in selling or redeveloping the property, the Park District would be interested in
acquiring the necessary right of way for a trail that works with the owner’s plans for redevelopment. We
realize this may take years or decades to happen.
Regarding the proximity to Wolsfeld Woods, we would intend to take all the precautions possible to
reduce the likelihood of prohibited access into the SNA. We would work closely with the Friends of
Wolsfeld Woods and State DNR to identify those measures. They could include such things as:
 Acquire enough trail corridor next to Wolsfeld Woods to provide a reasonable distance between
the two.
 Install fencing and plantings where useful to inhibit access into the SNA
 Signage about bikes in the SNA being prohibited and wayfinding directing users to the trailhead
parking lot at Trinity Lutheran Church.
In addition, we have reached out and are planning on meeting with the Friends of Wolsfeld Woods on
Friday to better understand their concerns and determine if there are any design considerations or
solutions that would help address their concerns.
We would strive to design the trail through Medina that provides residents with a valuable recreational
amenity, and do so in a way that is in keeping with Medina’s rural, picturesque character and respects
resident’s sense of privacy.
Thanks again for your comments.
Stephen Shurson
Three Rivers Park District
763.559.6766 o
612.290.0096 c
stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org
From: Pflaum, Stephen <stephen.pflaum@stinson.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 12:36 PM
To: 'kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov' <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>;
'dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov' <dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; 'todd.albers@medinamn.gov'
<todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; 'Robin Reid' <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>;
'joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov' <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: 'Jodi Gallup' <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Shurson, Stephen
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<Stephen.Shurson@threeriversparks.org>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Master Plan Project
TO:

Medina City Council

RE:

Diamond Lake Regional Master Plan Project

Dear City Council Members:
We are writing to oppose the proposed new Diamond Lake Regional Trail south of Highway 55 and
through the south of Medina. The proposed route runs right through Leatherdale Farms, which is an
internationally known breeder and trainer of Hanoverian horses. This bike rider public trail is
incompatible with horse breeding, and the proposed route will seriously damage that farm's operations.
In addition, the trail as planned would come dangerously close to the Wolsfeld Woods Scientific and
Natural Area. Bike riding is a prohibited use of Wolsfeld Woods, which is already damaged by dirt bike
riders. Easy access to Wolsfeld Woods from the proposed bike trail would, in our view, significantly
increase the risk of damage to the woods from biking.
In short, we believe the proposed new trail design through south Medina is incompatible with its low
density rural/agricultural land use zoning, which the City Council has successfully maintained for many
years. We encourage you to turn down this regional trail proposal.
Regards,
Ann and Stephen Pflaum
2725 Deerhill Road
Medina, MN
cc:

Stephen Shurson
Jodi Gallup
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From: Shurson, Stephen <Stephen.Shurson@threeriversparks.org>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 8:27 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Grissman, Kelly
<Kelly.Grissman@threeriversparks.org>
Cc: Dusty Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>; Scott Johnson
<scott.johnson@medinamn.gov>
Subject: RE: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Jodi,
On behalf of Three Rivers, below is our response to Mr. Schleeter’s email:
Could you go over the timeline again. Did I hear them say this was 25-30
years away yet?
Yes, we anticipate that this regional trail corridor from Wayzata to
Dayton/Rogers will take 25-30 years or longer to acquire land and
construct the trail. Since we intend to move forward on a willing
seller/partner basis, it is imperative to have an established agreed
upon route now so we are well posited to acquire land and work with
the city and developers as opportunities present themselves.
Of the seven communities we will be connecting, we anticipate that
Medina will be the last community to be completed due to the rural
landscape which is not proposed to undergo significant development
and likely remain very similar to what it is now. Several of the other
communities are undergoing significant development which is creating
great opportunity to secure the trail corridor as part of that work.
Two, the presenter places a lot of emphasis on the comments they received,
and they justify a lot of their actions and choices based on those comments.
For example, they displayed quantities of comments on the slides of like and
dislike.
My question, how many of the comments received were from Medina citizens
and how many were from non-medina residents and how was that factored
in as it pertains to the medina portion of this project? For example, does a
Chaska comment of a meandering path into the rural community hold as
much influence as a medina property owner’s comments of not wanting the
intrusion??
We further reviewed our online data based on this inquiry. Of the 206
web based comments for Medina, 105 of them self-identified as
Medina residents, 59 comments did not indicate their city of residence
and about 40 were from other communities. We will further review
1

Medina resident data this week and share with city representatives
what percent of these comments were positive, negative and neutral.
When looking at all of the comments for the Medina segment (206
comments), 39% were positive, 57% negative and 4% neutral.
Our recommendation is based off of how well a route option meet
project goals (safe, linear park experience and opportunity to
incorporate/highlight/protect the rural countryside and natural
resources, cost, impacts to private property, etc.) as well as all the
feedback we heard through the engagement process. We do try to
understand, highlight and give greater emphasis to comments which
represent the local community sediment. In other words, yes, Medina
residents have greater influence on the preferred route in their
community than a Chaska resident.
In fact, the final route will be determined by the City Council.
The small but overwhelming message I heard from the meeting was
dissatisfaction to the idea. Is that normal that only the dissenters are on
these meetings or is this truly an unpopular thing for Medina? I oppose this
project because of my desire to stay in the rural community I chose but if
my neighbors were in favor of this, I would reconsider but I am not hearing
that.
Many residents have expressed opposition based on potential private
property and natural resource impacts and some question whether the
trail is necessary or a desired amenity for Medina at all. Much of this
feedback came from individual correspondences sent directly to Three
Rivers and City representatives – as well as at meeting designed
specifically for residents adjacent to the route and with the greatest
potential for private property impacts.
Most of the support we received from the public came from online
engagement as well as in-person engagement efforts. Support seems
to generally be coming from areas of Medina with a greater level of
development or from individuals not directly on a trail route option.
One thing that is noteworthy is that while as we’ve experienced a
significant uptick in opposition primary to the western route via
individual correspondence, we’ve also seen an uptick of support from
Medina residents via individual correspondence. The number of
residents engaged in the project is growing and representing two
clear, opposing views.
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This is generally expected as one group represents a broader
community voice or desire for a higher level of community amenity
and the other seems to represent those that may be personally
impacted or elected to live in Medina for a greater level of
privacy. This is consistent with planning efforts on past Three Rivers
projects in different communities.
It is typical to hear more from people that oppose a project than
support it and the City likely has experienced in that as well on other
projects. In general people are more incline to speak up and take
action to ideas and projects that they don’t support than projects that
seem inline with their values, ideas or opinions. As such, we try to
take a balanced approach and look for themes in the comments that
generally show the sediment of a community group or neighborhood
and also try to identify who we haven’t heard from and understand
why.
We are looking forward to continuing to listen to public comment from
Medina residents received on Tuesday night as well as submitted in
written format in hopes of establishing a route which best meets the
project and City’s goals.
Stephen Shurson
Three Rivers Park District
763.559.6766 o
612.290.0096 c
stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org

From: Harry Schleeter <BECCARWASH@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 12:06 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Dino Deslauriers <dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers
<todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>;
Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
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Ms. Martin
Good Afternoon. This is:
Harry Schleeter
1585 Medina Road
I have a couple of questions after Tuesday's meeting.
I would be happy to talk at next Tuesday's meeting or they could be read if
that speeds things up.
One, could you go over the timeline again. Did I hear them say this was 2530 years away yet?
Two, the presenter places a lot of emphasis on the comments they received,
and they justify a lot of their actions and choices based on those comments.
For example, they displayed quantities of comments on the slides of like and
dislike.
My question, how many of the comments received were from Medina citizens
and how many were from non-medina residents and how was that factored
in as it pertains to the medina portion of this project? For example, does a
Chaska comment of a meandering path into the rural community hold as
much influence as a medina property owner’s comments of not wanting the
intrusion??
The small but overwhelming message I heard from the meeting was
dissatisfaction to the idea. Is that normal that only the dissenters are on
these meetings or is this truly an unpopular thing for Medina? I oppose this
project because of my desire to stay in the rural community I chose but if
my neighbors were in favor of this, I would reconsider but I am not hearing
that.
Respectfully your
Harry Schleeter
1585 Medina Road
612-860-0817
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From: T. Cody Turnquist <tcody.turnquist@lakesmn.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 8:41 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>;
mturnquist@northernoil.com; rthorses@ix.netcom.com; Liz Turnquist
<turnquist.liz@gmail.com>
Subject: Three Rivers Park District - DLRT Route
Dear, Mayor Kathleen Martin,
My wife Meredith and I absolutely oppose this project as it will dramatically impact the use of our
property and the reason we moved to Medina. My parents purchased 2000 Chestnut Road in the mid
1980’s and let me tell you first hand it was the most magical place for a young boy to grow up. The
freedom to explore, tend to gardens, caring for the horses and all the other critters have made me who I
am today… Now fast forward, Meredith and I have two young sons and we want them to share the same
experiences and god willing we will be able to live here another 40+ years!
The Three Rivers DLRT Route has taken very little considering to our property and its use as the newly
proposed trail borders our home, runs across our horse pastures and hay field, and an active creek bed
that fluctuates greatly depending on the time of year… I am only speaking of the front 40 acres. The
back 40 acres is still owed by my parents and the trail effectively cuts the parcel diagonally in two
rendering the property unbuildable (significantly impacting the land) and this is just the beginning
We feel the Park Commissioners, City Staff, Planning Commissioners, and the Council need to consider:
1. The safety concerns of having random strangers interacting with our livestock, trespassing, etc.
2. Impact to the environment, wetlands, wild animals.
3. Restroom needs for pedestrians using the trail
4. The amount of money needed to fund this project far exceeds its community benefit. (I have
calculated over 4,700 feet of this trail going from our property south to Medina Road would
need to be built on pilings, in todays construction climate what are the anticipated cost? What
about in 10/20 years from now?)
5. There are ample trails connecting Loretto, Corcoran, Medina, Wayzata, Etc. Have pedestrian use
calculations been completed? I would love to see that data as they are greatly underutilized.
6. With 2,522.31 acres of owned park land, why does Three Rivers believe they need to purchase
more? The current park and amenities are underutilized as they currently sit.
Look I am a developer/builder/real estate agent and I understand change can be hard to comprehend at
first glance, but this is unlike anything I have ever seen. Three Rivers Park District is actively seeking to
take ones property and alter it for a community benefit with very little regard to the property owner.
I will not allow nor will I support this trail.
In good faith I have attached a link – image below for an alternative trail route that better utilizes the
existing land owned by Three Rivers Park
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g99vwxa7pn5xvck/AlternativeThreeRiversPark.pdf?dl=0
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I am happy to take a call from your or your staff to discuss further.
Sincerely,

T.Cody Turnquist | Real Estate Professional
Turnquist Spilseth Real Estate Group
Lakes | Sotheby’s International Realty
202 Superior Blvd, Wayzata, MN
c 612.578.1093 o 952.230.3194
TSREgroup.com
TurnquistDesign.com
Bayside‐Marine.com
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To Our City of Medina Elected Officials (via email 2-22-21):
Kathleen Martin, Mayor
Dino DesLauriers, Council Member
Todd Albers, Council Member
Robin Reid, Council Member
Joseph Cavanaugh, Council Member
Re: Proposed Three Rivers Park District Diamond Lake Trail Western Route

Thank you for your service of leadership for our community and for your time, thoughtful consideration,
and influence you bring to bear on the proposed alternate route of the future Diamond Lake Trail.
We are residents of Medina (2022 Medina Road) and the proposed alternate route would run the length
of our eastern backyard edge. We are strongly opposed to this proposed route and request it be
eliminated from consideration.
We appreciate the network of walking and biking trails that Three Rivers has provided and we ourselves
have enjoyed access to some of them over the years prior to making Medina our home. And so this
objection isn’t intended to marginalize the value that trails like these can bring to the community. But
this proposal goes well beyond what should be deemed public by placing it squarely within the
unadorned land and views that the residents of this area uniquely have worked so hard to own and
enjoy. Our seven and a half acre property rests among beautiful trees and the backyard is our most
treasured view – it’s the view we enjoy from our primary living area and outside porch and throughout
the seasons the view opens up when the trees are bare and it is, for us, the most stunning view and part
of what we so enjoy about living here in Minnesota ranch country. We have worked for years to make
our way to this area of Medina, and finally achieved that dream in the fall of 2019. The images below
depict what this view and quiet landscape bring to each member of our family. The trail and all the
activity along it would be the centerpiece of our daily life. It’s our panorama view – not just from the
porch that sits atop the backyard, but from inside the main living room with floor to ceiling windows.
The house was built to achieve this view specifically and it stares directly to the backyard and wetlands
that are, for now, completely void of disruption. Our two boys play in the area, our dog keeps watch on
the porch overlooking it for hours each day. And we host family and friends here with this view as our
backdrop. It goes without saying that this would be the most devastating devaluation of both the
financial and emotional value of our property – for us today contemplating the plan, and for years to
come as it gets implemented. We implore you to consider just how invasive this would be to us and the
neighbors who have expressed similar concern.

There are so many reasons this proposal would negatively impact families in our community and the
wetlands that should remain untouched. We implore the City of Medina and the Three Rivers Park
District to consider other options for public recreation. We’ll do whatever we can to support the effort.
Thank you for considering how this impacts the loyal, hardworking, residents of Medina.
With sincere appreciation,

Richard and Michele Wallin
2022 Medina Road
Medina, MN 55340
952-300-8017
richwallin@msn.com
singcerely@gmail.com

From: Amy B <barryfamily4@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 1:00 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail through Medina

Dear Mayor Martin and Medina City Council,
We are writing to you today to express our objection to the Diamond Lake Regional
Trial plan though Medina. We know from feedback received at earlier meetings and
from our own personal experience, that this trail is not desired by Medina property
owners. Most residents moved to this area of rural landscapes and acreage as an
escape from subdivision like settings in search of quieter, nature focused
surroundings free from traffic. The plans introduced by Three Rivers, especially the
preferred western route, has the trail going through private properties of many
Medina residents and will also disrupt the natural landscape, wetlands and wildlife
areas. From our conversations with our neighbors and hearing the discussions at
previous meetings, it is clear that Medina property owners do not desire another
trail to be developed, as there are many existing trails in the area for families to
enjoy that will not disrupt the landscape, wildlife and privacy of Medina residents.
On a more personal note, the Barry family is extremely opposed to the western most
route (the preferred route). The first iteration of the western route (which is still
considered a viable option) runs right along our property line, less than 100 feet from
our patio where we dine most summer evenings. We would not be permitted to put
up landscape screening to block our view of the trail traffic due to the planting
restrictions from the powerline easement. The latest iteration of the route
(introduced to us on Feb 10, 2021) is also along our property line and crosses
through wetlands and hunting areas. We would not want to see the wetlands
disturbed for the sake of a new bicycle route when there are plenty of other
bike/hiking trails in the area. We also know that many hikers/bikers do not stick to
the trail paths and we would not be in favor of people trespassing on our private
property.
In summary, we oppose any plans to put a new trail through the rural areas of
Medina that would affect private property owners.
Amy & Christopher Barry
1822 Morgan Road, Medina

From: Abdhish Bhavsar <bhavs001@umn.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 1:26 AM
To: Dusty Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>; Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond lake trail
Hello Jodi and Dusty
I was just informed by a neighbor that there is a plan to put a bike trail along our entire eastern
property line
First I was shocked to hear about this since I have not received any notice from the city about such a
plan that would impact our property, our lives, our safety and its value substantially
We moved to Medina for its rural nature and we specifically selected our property because of its
seclusion from any major roadway or any paths of any kind
We moved to Medina and built a home in Medina and are raising a family here knowing that the only
traffic across our property would be occasional horse rider
Having a bike path across our property line will forever change our lives
If you approve this, people from anywhere will now have access to our back yard and property where
previously no vehicular traffic of any sort was allowed
We believe that it would be much more prudent and much more appropriate to place bike paths along
roadways for safety reasons as well as access reasons or across purely public lands and not private
property lands
We are completely opposed to bike paths that will traverse private properties and ruin the rural nature
of our city of Medina
Please do not approve this devastating plan to build a bike path across our rural and farming private
property or those of our neighbors
Please share this with all of the city council members and mayor in advance of the meeting this coming
Tuesday
Thanks you
Sincerely
Mary and Abdhish Bhavsar
2105 Chestnut Road
Medina

From: Peter B <peterjbusch@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 2:08 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
As homeowners located within a short distance of the proposed trail, we are extremely upset with the
process underway. The Three Rivers Park District spent July through November 2020 with a "Public
Outreach" period soliciting opinions about multiple trail options. In Feb 2021 they decided to take a
new route with no advance notice to us and decreased opportunities for public input on nearby
properties. It seems they are trying to rush the entire process.
We feel this proposed route will negatively impact the Hollybush Hills/Bantle Farm neighborhood and
are extremely upset with the route being suddenly considered and the rushed process with limited input
for surrounding/adjacent landowners.
There are already plenty of bike routes currently in scenic Medina (Baker Park, Cty Rd 24, etc). This
proposed trail would increase traffic, noise levels,and pose serious safety hazards regardless of how or
where it is constructed within city limits. Although the park board claims otherwise, we know this
proposed construction will also negatively affect wetlands and animal habitats.
We moved to this area of Medina specifically because it is zoned as "rural residential." Any
encroachment on any of the properties in our surrounding neighborhoods affects everyone's property
values.
We are strongly opposed to any new bike trail and will stand with our neighbors to show our opposition.
Respectfully
Peter and Carole Busch
2175 Hollybush Rd, Hamel, MN 55340

From: Andrew Campbell <acampbell.ajc@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 4:42 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
We support the county trail and think it would be a great addition to the area. We utilize the trails
around here as best we can but to have something connected like this would be welcomed. The
proposed boardwalk near the fields of Medina near the marshland would be an awesome addition. We
talked about something like that near our neighborhood anyways with all the wetland areas. Hopefully it
happens!
Andrew Campbell

From: kirsten on willow
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 11:14 AM
To: kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov
<jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Hello!
I just became aware of the proposed trail and need to weigh‐in on two issues.
The first issue, and most serious, is the proximity of the proposed trail to Wolsfeld Woods. This is a very
special area that is already becoming compromised due to disrespectful visitors who don't appreciate
the value of the area ‐‐ it's not another 'park' to explore on mountain bikes and off‐the‐trails. The
problem is that there is no practical way to enforce the rules of visiting WW, so the very aspect that
makes this area unique is incredibly vulnerable to public whims which have already proven to have a
very sad negative impact.
The second issue is how the trail traffic will severely erode the very aspect of Medina that residents
appreciate ‐‐ it's rural nature. By having public trails criss‐cross over private land which is what
provides this highly sought‐after rural living, the trail will ruin the very lifestyle people who invest in
living in Medina seek. Honestly, the plan is shocking in its lack of consideration for people who own the
land and came here for privacy.
I encourage a trail through Medina. The roads that run through this area make for an incredibly
beautiful experience for people who drive, bike, and walk ‐‐ County 24, Homestead, Willow, Tamarack,
Hunter, are alternatives that skirt the sensitive WW area and avoid carving up and bringing public traffic
to contiguous private land.
Thank you for your consideration.
Kirsten Chapman
1575/1535 N Willow Drive

From: josh edgar <jedgar023@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 8:51 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; scott.johnson@medina.gov
Subject: Support of Diamond Head Tail system
Kathleen and Scott,
My family moved to Medina 1 year ago to the Fields of Medina neighborhood. We’ve heard about the
proposed Diamond Head Trail bike trail, and we wanted to share our strong support.
As we moved from Edina to Medina, we’ve missed an interconnected bike system for my family with 2
young kids to bike on from our house. The proposed trail/bike paths, wooden board walk and
underground pass under highway 55 are amazing ways to build a vibrant and healthy community in
Medina. I know my family and many neighbors would enjoy the biking, walking and exploring Medina
through the proposed trail system.
Thank you for your leadership and vision to make Medina a healthy and vibrant community.
Gratefully,
Josh Edgar

From: Sally Kling <sallykling@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 5:02 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; DLRT@threeriversparks.org; holly.bernardo@state.mn.us
Subject: New Bike Trail Adjacent to Wolsfeld Woods
Hello All
As a long‐time Member of Friends of Wolsfeld Woods, I am writing to encourage you to find another
route for the proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
Wolsfeld Woods is one of the few remaining parcels of the Big Woods, gifted to people in the area by
Conley Brooks, Sr. His intent was to preserve for future generations this extraordinary natural area,
and for that area to be available for “light” recreation which would not degrade the land……walking,
hiking, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and, in some areas, horseback riding. Even though bicycles are
prohibited, each year there has been increased illegal use. Now, with the popularity of “fat tire” and
mountain bikes, the damage being done to the land, vegetation and streams has increased
noticeably. A decision to create and promote a new, legal bike trail adjacent to Wolsfeld Woods will
certainly increase the incursion of bicycles and resulting damage to the land that has been meant to be
protected.
As population increases, natural areas become more and more valuable. Medina itself has a goal of
preserving the rural character of its City. As proposed, the Diamond Lake Regional Bike Trail will cause
irreparable damage to an area that has successfully strived for years to maintain and preserve a
landscape that, even now, is becoming increasingly rare. I urge you to reconsider your plans.
Respectfully,
Sally Kling
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From: Neil Lapidus <nlapidus@outlook.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 12:08 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Jim Stetler <jimstetler@gmail.com>; Longe
<barblonge@gmail.com>; Alli and Brian Luedtke <bjluedtke@gmail.com>; Steve Vanderboom
<svanderboom@pacelabs.com>; marthavandeven@hotmail.com
Cc: Neil Lapidus <nlapidus@outlook.com>
Subject: Opposition to proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail(DLRT)
The Honorable Mayor Kathleen Martin
Madam Mayor,
I am writing this email in opposition to the proposed DLRT. I am a twenty five year resident, located at
2200 Hollybush Road. I was informed of the newly proposed route on 2/6/21 and have participated in
two public meetings. My reasons for opposition of DLRT are:
‐the effect on wetlands and wildlife have not been evaluated or proposed ‐wetlands have been an
important feature to private land residents and the City and residents have protected their property.
The City will allow a change in character of this resource and reduce the privacy of its residents.
‐the majority of people attending the meeting spoke in opposition to this location.
‐Three Rivers comments that it is their intention to have a linear trail every three miles. In gaining access
to the proposed route a user will likely travel by car or bicycle. The Baker Park Trail system is three miles
west( merely three + minutes) and not a inconvenience to their user activities. We do not need
duplication.
‐loss of privacy and new restrictions on what property owners can do on their own property.... hunting,
sport shooting, archery, golf.
I would offer the following solution: Continue to create links between existing trails thereby taking a
single twenty mile segment and enhancing the trail route by building more connections..... adding more
than twenty miles with connections..... Crow River Trail, Kingswood Park, Lake Minnetonka Regional
Trail.
Add segments and connections to increase the entire experience.
Your City vision states....”upgrade existing parks”....”connect neighborhoods...”
Small segments will enhance all trails.
Why wait many years with NO CERTAINTY of developing the complete route. I believe there are better
alternatives WITH CERTAINTY and am willing to assist Three Rivers in seeking a better alternative.
Sincerely,
Neil N. Lapidus

Sent from NNL iPad

I’ve copied and pasted below Kirsten Chapman’s objections (which I share) to the proposed bike trail
thru Wolsfeld Woods which would come very close to my recently purchased home on Iroquois Drive
destroying its privacy and security. Please reconsider this!
Thanks,
Susan MacMillan
1910 Iroquois Drive
Long Lake, MN 55356
Email: sumac@vom.com
707‐364‐3354

I just became aware of the proposed trail and need to weigh‐in on two issues.
The first issue, and most serious, is the proximity of the proposed trail to Wolsfeld Woods. This is a very
special area that is already becoming compromised due to disrespectful visitors who don't appreciate
the value of the area ‐‐ it's not another 'park' to explore on mountain bikes and off‐the‐trails. The
problem is that there is no practical way to enforce the rules of visiting WW, so the very aspect that
makes this area unique is incredibly vulnerable to public whims which have already proven to have a
very sad negative impact.
The second issue is how the trail traffic will severely erode the very aspect of Medina that residents
appreciate ‐‐ it's rural nature. By having public trails criss‐cross over private land which is
what provides this highly sought‐after rural living, the trail will ruin the very lifestyle people who invest
in living in Medina seek. Honestly, the plan is shocking in its lack of consideration for people who own
the land and came here for privacy.
I encourage a trail through Medina. The roads that run through this area make for an incredibly
beautiful experience for people who drive, bike, and walk ‐‐ County 24, Homestead, Willow, Tamarack,
Hunter, are alternatives that skirt the sensitive WW area and avoid carving up and bringing public traffic
to contiguous private land.
Thank you for your consideration.

From: Janet Magree <jsmagree@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 4:55 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Wolsfeld Woods
Hello, Jodi;
I am writing at the last minute, just having found out about the proposed bike trail that would lie
adjacent to the “big woods” remnants. I know the area fairly well, having lived in Plymouth for 22 years,
and taken family members there to visit.

My great‐grandmother was Margaret Wolsfeld Greene. The homesteads founded by her parents, and
developed further by her brothers passed out of our family but still stand as a working farm, by the
Crosbys, and a cultural learning environment for area school children.
My hope is that there can be protection from motorized use of any kind on the new trails that might just
spread into the fragile environment of the ancient maple trees. It has been carefully restricted to foot
traffic by humans, horses, and dogs.
Wheeled vehicles would cause immeasurable, probably irreparable damage.
Thank you for your consideration.
Janet Magree
Duluth MN
Sent from my iPhone

From: Quinn Montgomery <montgomery.quinn@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 9:30 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Dear Ms. Martin,
My name is Quinn Montgomery. I live at 1815 Morgan Rd in Medina, Minnesota. I am writing in
opposition to the Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
Personal Concerns
We own a 10 acre lot just off Morgan Rd. The original western route of the DLRT would run
along the entire length of two of our property lines. This includes being about 30 yards from our
back door, 15 yards from our garage door, and about 20 yards from our front door. We will
almost be surrounded by the new trail. Additionally, the trail will cross our driveway, at the top of
a hill. This would be very dangerous. Finally, Morgan Road, because it essentially dead ends in
front of our house, will likely become an informal trail head. So in addition to having the trail to
look at from our front porch, we will also get to see cars parked in front of our home.
We made an investment when we chose to move to Medina from Maple Grove. We wanted a
piece of land that would be quiet and peaceful. We also wanted something that would
appreciate in value. After speaking with our real estate agent she has made it clear that we
cannot list our house without disclosing the DLRT route. She expects it will have a significant
negative impact to the value of our property because our property will no longer be quiet and
private. We have a significant portion of our net worth invested in this property. This will be
devastating for us.
Issues with the Original Western Route
The original western route through Medina is flawed. In presentations and in their
documentation, Three River Park District states that one of their goals is to use existing
infrastructure and to connect existing parks and areas of interest. The original western route
accomplishes neither of those goals. It uses almost no existing infrastructure and it connects no
existing Medina parks. Some of the other routes through Medina would accomplish those goals,
though I think any route through Medina is a bad idea.
Closer to our home, the route goes down a very large hill between two houses and into
wetlands. The hill would be the steepest I know of on any regional trail in this area. It would be
too steep for anyone but the most fit bikers to bike up. Children biking and parents with strollers
would have little chance of making it up the hill. Going down the hill may be more concerning, as
the steep grade could lead to excessive speeds.
At that same location, the route goes between two houses. Three Rivers says they will put up
some sort of barricade to separate the houses from the trail. However, that is not possible in this
case. There are power lines over the trail in this location and no development is allowed under
the powerlines. It has to be kept completely clear and would preclude the creation of a barricade
or screen between the trail and the houses. Also, do bikers really want to bike right through
people’s yards? The route would literally go through my neighbor’s tomato garden. No one
wants that.

Finally, at that location, the trail would be crossing a driveway at the top of the hill close to a
curve. Being at the top of the hill makes for poor sightlines for both the drivers and the bikers on
the trail. This may especially be the case if bikers are more concerned about making it up or
down that steep hill, rather than potentially dealing with cross traffic. The curve further
complicates this area.
Issues with the Overall DLRT
I don’t understand why this trail is being considered. No one seems to want the trail. Only 40%
of comments about the trail were positive. Several of those positive comments were from people
who do not live in Medina and in some cases don’t even live in Hennepin County. No one who
wants the trail is showing up to meetings to support the trail. It seems like the people who want
the trail are Three River Parks District employees. They are also the ones who would get paid to
plan the trail, build the trail and maintain the trail. The trail seems to be in their best interests to
keep themselves fully employed. Unfortunately it is at the cost of our privacy and our property
rights.
Also, this trail will not take care of bikes clogging up roadways through Medina. Three Rivers
has said they don’t expect bikers on the roads today to move off of the roads to bike on the new
trail. In fact, they call this a “destination trail” in which people will drive to the trail, to then go
biking. So it will actually lead to increased traffic and congestion in Medina, not less.
Maybe most concerning is the fact that this trail is pitting Medina neighbor against Medina
neighbor. It feels wrong and detrimental to our city to have to advocate for a particular trail route
just so it will not be next to my home. However, I know a number of positive comments that
have been made for all three routes, specifically for that purpose. My guess is that most of the
positive comments on the Three River site are not because people want the trail, they just see
the trail going through a different route as a better alternative than the route they live on.
Three Rivers says that they will not use eminent domain and this project will not be completed
for decades. However, there are two big issues with that. First, the fact that the trail is planned
affects property values today. We heard several people on the call last Wednesday say that if
they knew about this trail, they would not have purchased their property. Secondly, even if a
property owner does not sell, if their neighbor sells they can still get a trail on their property line.
The loss of privacy is the same.
They are planning this trail through a great deal of previously undisturbed wetlands. Though
they say they will use boardwalks to not impact the wetlands, I don’t see that being the case.
First, a raised boardwalk will disrupt the movement of deer in the area. It will be a barrier that
they cannot cross. This may affect other large animals like coyotes as well. This is a primary
concern for my son who loves the deer in this area. Secondly, the boardwalks are eyesores.
Though a short boardwalk in a wooded area can be really nice, we are talking about boardwalks
that will extend hundreds and hundreds of feet. They will be the main feature that is seen from
great distances. In this case they look terrible. For an example of this, look at the boardwalks
going over wetlands in Plymouth just north of Wayzata High School. They have ruined what
used to be a beautiful view.
This brings up an important point. As a city, do we want to be like Plymouth? Many people who
have chosen Medina as their home came from Plymouth and similar western suburbs. We

moved here for a reason. We wanted less development, less congestion, and more privacy.
This trail begins to take those things away and it starts to erode our property values.
Relatedly, will the City of Medina allow Three Rivers Park District to subdivide land parcels to
create the trail? Please keep in mind, residents are typically not allowed to subdivide. If you
allow Three Rivers to subdivide you will have to change the zoning laws for everyone to
subdivide. At that point, you really have turned Medina into another Plymouth. We will have no
character. We will have nothing that makes our city unique. We will just be another suburb like
all the ones around us. I cannot support this vision for Medina and I hope you don’t either.
Conclusion
For all of the reasons above and more, I am vehemently opposed to the Diamond Lake
Regional Trail. I have faith that our elected leaders will do the right thing. You will protect our
property rights and you will say no to the Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
Best Regards,

Quinn Montgomery
612.747.7151
montgomery.quinn@gmail.com

From: Truck Morrison <tmorrison@captionmax.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 12:42:49 PM
To: Denny Walsh; kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Park
Mayors Walsh and Martin,
I have just been notified by a neighbor about a proposed park trail that intends to run next to our
home. I would be happy to talk to either of you or any other people trying to influence this idea to
register my resounding opposition to this trail. I am in receipt of a PPT plan of the trail and various routs
that was shared with me by a Medina resident. They, like me, are shocked that authorities might like to
support the kind of trail rout proposed.
We will oppose the western most rout to the greatest extent provided under law.
My understanding is that upset residents on other routs, that utilize existing easements and
transportation corridors have managed to convince some that it should instead run through private
property…how convenient. There are no easements, no existing corridors on my property or my
neighbors properties.
I’d like to know how best to clearly represent my dis satisfaction to this proposal.
Regards,
Truck
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
From: Denny Walsh <dwalsh2@ci.orono.mn.us>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 6:31 AM
To: Truck Morrison <tmorrison@captionmax.com>; kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov
Subject: Re: Diamond Lake Regional Park
I see that they are presenting at our City Council meeting tonight. That would be a good time to come &
ask questions and give feedback.
Dennis Walsh
Orono Mayor
612.414.5055

From: Truck Morrison <tmorrison@captionmax.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 6:15 AM
To: Denny Walsh <dwalsh2@ci.orono.mn.us>; Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: RE: Diamond Lake Regional Park
I am sadly out of town but will see what I can do. Very interesting that the planning focused up to
and connecting Tamarack (which will be a major crossing project that is noted) but ends. It makes no
acknowledgement of the 7 Orono Properties that this link is adjacent two.
I find it interesting that it was approved by a city parks board but conveniently avoided any discussion
of properties that currently have no road or trail on them.

From: Pat Ottum <patrick.ottum@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Kelsey Ottum ‐ Personal <kmaiers15@hotmail.com>
Subject: Diamond Lake Trail ‐ Medina
Hello‐
Writing to confirm that we support the Diamond Lake Regional Trail coming through Medina and
support the areas around the wetlands of Fields of Medina incorporating a boardwalk as well as
an underpass to transition through Highway 55. We have a young family, and are active
walkers/bikers and crossing 55 is downright dangerous as it stands today. We appreciate your
efforts to make this safer and more usable.
Pat and Kelsey Ottum
Fields of Medina Homeowners

From: Pflaum, Stephen <stephen.pflaum@stinson.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 12:36 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; 'Stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org'
<Stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Master Plan Project

TO:

Medina City Council

RE:

Diamond Lake Regional Master Plan Project

Dear City Council Members:
We are writing to oppose the proposed new Diamond Lake Regional Trail south of Highway 55
and through the south of Medina. The proposed route runs right through Leatherdale Farms,
which is an internationally known breeder and trainer of Hanoverian horses. This bike rider
public trail is incompatible with horse breeding, and the proposed route will seriously damage
that farm's operations.
In addition, the trail as planned would come dangerously close to the Wolsfeld Woods Scientific
and Natural Area. Bike riding is a prohibited use of Wolsfeld Woods, which is already damaged
by dirt bike riders. Easy access to Wolsfeld Woods from the proposed bike trail would, in our
view, significantly increase the risk of damage to the woods from biking.
In short, we believe the proposed new trail design through south Medina is incompatible with
its low density rural/agricultural land use zoning, which the City Council has successfully
maintained for many years. We encourage you to turn down this regional trail proposal.
Regards,
Ann and Stephen Pflaum
2725 Deerhill Road
Medina, MN
cc:

Stephen Shurson
Jodi Gallup

From: Robert Ranwick <robertranwick@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 11:02 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Wolsfeld Woods

I encourage those who are considering locating the Diamond Lake Bike Trail next to the
Wolsfeld Woods to go for a walk there before you decide! The Wolsfeld Woods is so unique
and wonderful! Everyone deserves the opportunity to enjoy the beauty, peace, and quiet that
are to be found there. Routing a public trail next to the woods may speed it's transformation
from a quiet sanctuary to a busy venue for sports. This would be a loss for all of
us. Sincerely, Mimi Ranwick, Independence

From: Jerry Roehl <jroehl@arvig.net>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 1:34 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Regional Trail

To Mayor and Council Members,
My name is Jerry Roehl. I am the administrator for my father Robert Roehl's estate that owns land at
1735 Medina Road. This is the property on top of the hill one half mile east of City Hall. As you will recall
a subdivision for this property was just completed. The parcel was 28 acres with Medina Road passing
through it. The subdivision created 2 lots with Medina Road as the dividing line. We named the
subdivision "Roehl Heights."
During the subdivision process a considerable amount of time and money was spent on wetland
designation and preservation. Our cost just for the wetland work was $ 5,643 paid to our outside
consultant and to the City of Medina's consultant, engineer and lawyer. We also paid for signage that
was placed along the wetland buffers.
We granted 7.5 acres of wetland and upland buffer to the City of Medina, forever, as called for in the
City's wetland preservation ordinance. We entered into an "Upland Buffer Easement Agreement" with
the City of Medina. The recommend trail route option puts the trail through one of the designated
wetland and upland buffers that is on the lot north of Medina Road. Construction of the trail would be
a violation of the easement agreement and the wetland ordinance.
I have counted 9 platted subdivisions in the city that the recommended route of this trail could affect. I
assume that most if not all of these subdivisions have wetland preservation areas and easement
agreements. How many more violations would occur? The trail route would also pass through non
platted parcels containing wetlands. One thousand feet of trail would pass through the Stetler wetland
directly to the west of our property.
I'm sure you are all familiar with the wetland preservation ordinance. The following are passages from
this ordinance:

"The city council of the city of Medina finds that wetlands serve a variety of
beneficial functions. Wetlands maintain water quality, reduce flooding and
erosion, provide food and habitat for wildlife, provide open space, and are an
integral part of the city’s environment. Wetlands are also important physical,
educational, ecological, aesthetic, recreational and economic assets to the
city. They are critical to the city’s stormwater management and other aspects
of the public health, safety and general welfare. Protecting wetlands and
regulating the land uses around them is therefore in the public interest"

"The area within Wetlands and Upland Buffer Zones shall be preserved
predominately in their natural states."
Landowners and developers go through an expensive process to abide by the wetland preservation
ordinance. They identify and delineate wetlands, protect wetlands during construction and refrain from
any activity within the wetlands.
Now here comes the almighty and powerful Three Rivers Park District trying to push their way through
with a concept of a scenic and natural trail while destroying nature in the process. They come ready to
violate provisions of easement agreements and ordinances that a private property owner could never
do. The trail serves no real public need or purpose other than to provide for non essential
recreation. There are many recreational opportunities within the city and the region which are already
constructed and in many cases under used. Baker Park with it's multitude of trails is only a couple of
miles away from the proposed trail route. Approval of a trail route through designated wetlands will
surely weaken the city's wetland preservation ordinance.
I will go on record as opposed to the recommended trail route and other trail route options that will
effect wetlands. I will not be a willing seller to Three Rivers Park District.
Jerry Roehl

From: Harry Schleeter <BECCARWASH@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 12:06 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Dino Deslauriers <dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>;
Robin Reid <robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail

Ms. Martin
Good Afternoon. This is:
Harry Schleeter
1585 Medina Road
I have a couple of questions after Tuesday's meeting.
I would be happy to talk at next Tuesday's meeting or they could be read if that speeds things
up.
One, could you go over the timeline again. Did I hear them say this was 25‐30 years away yet?
Two, the presenter places a lot of emphasis on the comments they received, and they justify a
lot of their actions and choices based on those comments. For example, they displayed
quantities of comments on the slides of like and dislike.

My question, how many of the comments received were from Medina citizens and how many
were from non‐medina residents and how was that factored in as it pertains to the medina
portion of this project? For example, does a Chaska comment of a meandering path into the
rural community hold as much influence as a medina property owner’s comments of not
wanting the intrusion??
The small but overwhelming message I heard from the meeting was dissatisfaction to the idea.
Is that normal that only the dissenters are on these meetings or is this truly an unpopular thing
for Medina? I oppose this project because of my desire to stay in the rural community I chose
but if my neighbors were in favor of this, I would reconsider but I am not hearing that.

Respectfully your
Harry Schleeter
1585 Medina Road
612‐860‐0817

From: Melissa Szczech <melissa.szczech@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 20, 2021 4:54 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail
Good Morning,
Wanted to send over a quick email as the Diamond Lake Regional Trail continues to evolve. As a resident
in the FOM development, I am excited about this trail! My ask, is that where there’s wetlands, the trail
turns into boardwalk type trail (similar to the trail around Medicine Lake). I would also like to see an
underpass occur for trail goers for safety purposes. Highway 55 is only getting busier ‐ and with the new
development of townhomes near our development, that means more people. The underpass would
significantly help ‐ again, the path around Medicine Lake has an underpass ‐ at Northwest Blvd and
Rockford Road ‐ a very busy intersection and it helps keep traffic flowing without having the concern of
bikers and walkers.
Thank you so much for taking time to read this ‐ looking forward to this development coming into
fruition soon!
Best,
Melissa Szczech
‐‐
Sent from Gmail Mobile

From: Roby Thompson Jr <thomp004@umn.edu>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 9:38 AM
To: Jo Bolte <jsbolte@aol.com>; Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Proposed three rivers trail
I have just heard of the proposal for the new three rivers trail which would border Wolsfeld Wood and
my property on Tanglewood Road. I have read the concerns of other concerned neighbors about the
potential impact on Wolsfeld Woods and share their legitimate concerns. In addition, I have other
concerns about the impact on private property, now in the proposed route.
I look forward to hearing more as the plan reaches public discussion. Since the south end of the route
enters the municipality of Orono, has this been discussed in the Orono Council?
Sincerely
Roby C Thomson, Jr
1520 Tanglewood Road
Long Lake, Mn 55356

From: Martha Van de Ven <marthavandeven@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 5:22 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>; Jodi Gallup
<jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail comments

Good afternoon,
Please do not approve the proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail ("DLRT") proposals south of
highway 55 other than County Road 19 for the following reasons:
1. We do not need a north/south bike route through Medina every 3 miles, as is proposed
by Three Rivers. Please connect the DLRT to the existing bike route along County Road
19. That trail to the west of Baker was once a beautiful horse trail I enjoyed before
Three Rivers took it as an exclusive bike trail. Use that as the north/south route through
Medina as now it connects in the City of Orono to other bike routes.
2. Do not create more hardcover of Medina's precious greenspace. As stewards of the
land, Medina's greenspace is an important City asset that we must preserve.
3. Appreciate the delicate gem, the Wolsfeld Woods. Please protect this important
remaining tract of the Big Woods. Do not direct bikes on a trail near these Woods,
because no sign will prevent bikers from trespassing in these Woods.
Thank you for your consideration,
Martha and Andy Van de Ven
40‐year residents
1765 Medina Road
Medina, MN 55356
612‐916‐0823

From: Steve Vanderboom <Steve.Vanderboom@pacelabs.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 9:35 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Neil Lapidus <nlapidus@outlook.com>; Jim
Stetler <jimstetler@gmail.com>; Longe <barblonge@gmail.com>; Alli and Brian Luedtke
<bjluedtke@gmail.com>; marthavandeven@hotmail.com
Cc: Scott Johnson <scott.johnson@medinamn.gov>; Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>; Dusty
Finke <dusty.finke@medinamn.gov>
Subject: RE: Opposition to proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail(DLRT)
Madam Mayor,
My wife, Julie and I, have lived in the neighborhood at 2290 Hollybush Rd since 1993. I have been
reviewing all of our neighbors comments and am in full agreement. For all the reasons they have cited,
we also object to the proposed plan and would like to add our voices to the list of opponents. Our
neighbor, Neil Lapidus, summarized the objections well, and proposed a logical and reasonable
alternative. We agree with Neil.
Sincerely,
Steve Vanderboom
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Neil Lapidus <nlapidus@outlook.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 12:08 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Jim Stetler <jimstetler@gmail.com>; Longe
<barblonge@gmail.com>; Alli and Brian Luedtke <bjluedtke@gmail.com>; Steve Vanderboom
<svanderboom@pacelabs.com>; marthavandeven@hotmail.com
Cc: Neil Lapidus <nlapidus@outlook.com>
Subject: Opposition to proposed Diamond Lake Regional Trail(DLRT)
The Honorable Mayor Kathleen Martin
Madam Mayor,
I am writing this email in opposition to the proposed DLRT. I am a twenty five year resident, located at
2200 Hollybush Road. I was informed of the newly proposed route on 2/6/21 and have participated in
two public meetings. My reasons for opposition of DLRT are:
‐the effect on wetlands and wildlife have not been evaluated or proposed ‐wetlands have been an
important feature to private land residents and the City and residents have protected their property.
The City will allow a change in character of this resource and reduce the privacy of its residents.
‐the majority of people attending the meeting spoke in opposition to this location.
‐Three Rivers comments that it is their intention to have a linear trail every three miles. In gaining access
to the proposed route a user will likely travel by car or bicycle. The Baker Park Trail system is three miles
west( merely three + minutes) and not a inconvenience to their user activities. We do not need
duplication.
‐loss of privacy and new restrictions on what property owners can do on their own property.... hunting,
sport shooting, archery, golf.
I would offer the following solution: Continue to create links between existing trails thereby taking a
single twenty mile segment and enhancing the trail route by building more connections..... adding more
than twenty miles with connections..... Crow River Trail, Kingswood Park, Lake Minnetonka Regional
Trail.
Add segments and connections to increase the entire experience.

Your City vision states....”upgrade existing parks”....”connect neighborhoods...”
Small segments will enhance all trails.
Why wait many years with NO CERTAINTY of developing the complete route. I believe there are better
alternatives WITH CERTAINTY and am willing to assist Three Rivers in seeking a better alternative.
Sincerely,
Neil N. Lapidus

Sent from NNL iPad

From: Shimna Venugopal <shimnav@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 9:18 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: I Support Diamond Head Trail( through Feilds of Medina neighbourhood)

I would like to show my support for the trail. Not sure what else to do, but would really like the idea of
proposed trail through the Feilds of Medina neighbourhood. I am a mother of 2 kids and the trail will be
great asset for the kids in summer.
Thanks,
Shimna ( FoM resident)
Sent from my iPhone

Elizabeth Weir
1262, Hunter Drive
Wayzata, MN 55391
February 19, 2021

Dear Mr. Shurson and Medina City Council Members:
I write regarding a proposed future route of the Diamond Lake Trail.
While I support regional planning, my concerns with the proposed western trail route are twofold: A 10 foot paved trail with two foot wide shoulders would disturb natural areas, fragment
woodland stands and, by running along the eastern edge of the ecologically sensitive Scientific
and Natural Area of Wolsfeld Woods, it would invite many more visitors to Wolsfeld. As a
designated Scientific and Natural Area, Wolsfeld Woods is not designed to function as heavily
traﬃcked park land.
The Woodland is a precious remnant of the once predominant Big Woods land cover of this
region. It supports specialized woodland birds, plants and animal life. Its trails are soft, dirt
trails that are already degraded from over-use, particularly on steep slopes.
More visitors to the Woods will further exacerbate existing trail erosion, causing people to walk
around trails that are eroding into trenches, widening the footprint of trails and damaging the
specialized, ephemeral plants.
Over-use of dirt trails and the subsequent erosion causes silt-laden run oﬀ during snow melt
and torrential rain events to flow into lakes and streams. This phosphorous laden run oﬀ
damages water bodies, like compromised Wolsfeld Lake.
I urge you to consider alternative routes, where a trail could be an asset along existing roads
and where ecological damage to sensitive natural areas is not an issue.
Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Weir

From: Kelsey Wiechman <kelsey.wiechman@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 6:37 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond Head Trail
Hi Kathy,
I hope you are doing well and you are enjoying grandparent life! I wanted to send you my quick
thoughts on the proposed Diamond Head Trail in advance of your meeting on Tuesday.
I’m so excited for the prospect of having a close and convenient way to hop on a trail and go for miles!
Of the 3 options surrounding our Fields of Medina neighborhood (Co Rd 116, through the FOM park, and
Arrowhead) my preference is the route that goes along Arrowhead. That seems like the ideal way to
experience nature and would be less congested. Also I’m a strong advocate for a safe crossing across
highway 55, ideally as an underpass.
I look forward to seeing how this project progresses!
Kelsey Wiechman

Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ann Thies <acthies@citilink.com>
Monday, February 15, 2021 3:15 PM
Scott Johnson
Jodi Gallup
Diamond Lake Trail

Scott,
I have tried to make comments on Three Rivers website, but can’t seem to get it to work for me.
I have reviewed the recommended route from Three Rivers Park District regarding the Diamond Lake RT, and submit my
comments to the City.
1. This recommended route seems to miss the whole point of being readily/easily available to Medina residents. It is not
anywhere near Uptown Hamel and most residents north of Hwy. 55. I thought that one point of this was not to have to
load up your bikes to get to it, but rather to have it handy. It may be nice for through riders, not Medina residents.
2. Also, a good part of it cuts through some of the last open, natural areas left in Medina. Having a 10 foot wide swath
of pavement through these areas does not strike me as environmentally sound. It also could limit future planning for
those areas.
3. It could increase negative impacts on Wolsfeld Woods. This is a Scientific and Natural Area, not a regional park, and is
already suffering abuses from increased usage.
Thanks,
Ann Thies
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From: Harry Schleeter <BECCARWASH@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2021 6:59 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Diamond trail
Good Morning Kathleen
My name is Harry Schleeter and I am a 17 year resident of Medina.
1585 Medina Road.
It seems like the proposed trail has an option to either go on one side of our property or the other, but it
could be remarkably close. Seems like non-medina residents want more of this part of the city as we
fought a few years ago on a much larger electrical line system in the same area
I strongly oppose the new trail.
Most of our city officials run for office on a “keep the rural platform” and I don’t see how tar paths,
dangerous intersections of traffic, and about 500 other things would fit that concept. The city official
should be our advocate in this discussion. I read the comments and it seems like people would really like
riding their bike through our back yards. How would you like that feeling? What if this was going on your
block or back yard? Would you still have the same perception of this project?
Why can’t already established Baker park trails and cty 19 trails be made to connect the north and
south. I ride these trails and they are underutilized now. They for sure would be a safer option then
what is proposed.
I will be attending the meetings.
Harry Schleeter

From: Melissa Martinson <martinsonfamily@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2021 12:34 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Noel Martinson <martinsonnoel@yahoo.com>
Subject: Three Rivers Bike Trail
Dear Mayor Martin and Councilmembers,
I received an email from Quinn Montgomery asking residents to get together to oppose the trail running
through Medina. I’m sure many will do this, so I want to make sure that you hear from at least a few
residents that are NOT opposed to the project. The Luce Line bike trail does not appear to cause
hardship to the property owners along the line, so I cannot see how the line through Medina would be
any different, as long as is follows property lines.
I wish the residents of Medina were as concerned about the general welfare as they are about their
property values.
Kind regards,
Melissa Martinson
1815 Medina Road
martinsonfamily@msn.com
763-232-0798 (cell)

From: Rachelle Rossini <rachellerossini@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2021 2:07 PM
To: Rachelle Rossini <rachellerossini@msn.com>
Subject: Three Rivers Trail Meeting Tuesday at 6:00
Dear Medina Residents,
I am writing to let you know about the Work Session – Concurrent Meeting of City Council & Park
Commission to review Diamond Lake Regional Trail, Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 6:00 PM.
Jodi Gallup sent out a message on Friday about the meeting with the information and packet which
included many comments from concerned citizens. I can forward the message if you haven’t received it
(links are below).
One reoccurring theme from the Medina residents was I don’t want this in my backyard but it’s OK for
someone else’s backyard. I see people fighting and arguing why not to put it by their property or street
but it is somehow ok to put it in their neighbor’s yard or street. I would ask you all to think about how
other Medina residents will be negatively impacted. I would be willing to bet pretty much EVERYONE
opposes this going next to or on their property. Is it fair to push this on your neighbor? Help them as
they can’t do it alone. I fully oppose this trail anywhere in the city of Medina. Let’s not turn Medina into
a Plymouth. The city of Medina has been private and rural and this bike trail will forever change that.
Key points:
1. Serious bikers don’t use paths. I drive down Hunter between Hamel and Medina roads and the
vast majority of bikers RARELY if ever use the current trail.
2. The city council has the sole authority to tell Three Rivers Park (TRP) that we don’t want this
going through our city.
3. TRP claims they never take anything by eminent domain but their workaround is to narrow the
path and use the road easements.
4. This is absolutely mob rule without minority rights. The trails sound lovely going through the
countryside except for the people who live by them. There are far more people (mostly outside
the city) who want the trails then people who are directly affected by them. So it is as though
we don’t have a say the very definition of mob rule.
5. There is a north/south path just 6 miles east of the already existing paths at Lake
Independence/Baker park. These already existing paths should be utilized as a north / south
artery.
6. I won’t even get into the cost aspect of it but was told that it is 80% Federally funding so that is
somehow supposed to make us all feel better.
I ask you to do the following:
1. Email/call the city council and mayor and tell them that this should not go anywhere in our rural
city. Contact info below.
2. Share this with neighbors and friends in the city of Medina. We don’t need strangers trapsing
through our yards and city.
3. Attend the virtual meeting and show and voice your concern on Tuesday, February 16th at
6:00PM.

Work Session – Concurrent Meeting of City Council & Park Commission to review Diamond Lake
Regional Trail: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 6:00 PM

Kathleen Martin, Mayor
612-344-1111
kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov
Dino DesLauriers, Council Member
612-812-3290
dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov
Todd Albers, Council Member
763-360-5532
todd.albers@medinamn.gov
Robin Reid, Council Member
763-670-7614
robin.reid@medinamn.gov
Joseph Cavanaugh, Council Member
763-473-5123
joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov

We need to show that we are against this in full force. Remember the council and mayor work
for us.

Sincerely,
Rachelle Rossini
Here is the “preferred” route map.

From: Cris Stetler <jcstetler@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 12:04 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>; Dino Deslauriers
<dino.deslauriers@medinamn.gov>; Todd Albers <todd.albers@medinamn.gov>; Robin Reid
<robin.reid@medinamn.gov>; Joseph Cavanaugh <joseph.cavanaugh@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Jim Stetler <jimstetler@gmail.com>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Western Route
Mayor Martin and Council Members,

We are new residents to Medina and wanted to go on record in opposition for the newly proposed
western DLRT trail route.

We purchased our property, the old Bud Eisinger place, in the spring of 2019 in an effort to realize our
long-standing dream to move to this beautiful community. We moved in two and half months ago and
absolutely love it. A large part of our vision when buying this property was to build something that
would enhance the land, give us more space from our neighbors and position our home to take
advantage of the stunning western views. We feel we have done that.

On February 3rd, we were notified that the new preferred path of the Diamond Lake Regional Trail will
run the length of our property, crossing through the western side of the wetlands. As you can imagine,
we were shocked and alarmed by this last-minute route change and how this will negatively impact not
only our sightlines but the value of our property.

Our first ask would be that this newly proposed route change be taken completely off the table for the
DLRT. If the City of Medina won't agree to that, then we ask that the time for public input on this
"preferred" route be open for the same six months as with the rest of the options.

Cris & Jim Stetler

Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

britta.mcguire@gmail.com
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:41 PM
Jodi Gallup
Diamond Lake Regional Trail - Hunter Drive

Hi Jodi,
In advance of the meeting next week regarding the Diamond Lake Regional Trail, I wanted to share some feedback as a
homeowner affected by this project. My home is in North Ridge Farms so I drive on Hunter every day. With 3 small kids
at home, a bike trail has a lot of appeal to our family. Today, it isn’t safe to bike on 24 or Hunter and being able to safely
travel to Wayzata would be something our family would enjoy doing. However, after living through the construction of 3
homes on Hunter over the last few years, it was really frustrating having the road blocked by vehicles, trailers, etc.
essentially making it a (busy) 1 way road for weeks on end. I’m concerned that if the trail is approved on Hunter, we will
have months and months of the same type of thing. Another concern is the loss of trees along Hunter – while the
planning team indicated that trees would be replanted to compensate for those cut down, our road has lots of mature
trees that are irreplaceable. The aesthetics of lights and garbage cans are also unappealing – I think many of us moved to
Medina to get away from a more urban neighborhood setting. In short, I think long term, this is a value to the area but I
do have some short term concerns before we get there.
Thank you!
Britta McGuire
420 W Paddock Cir
Wayzata, MN 55391
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Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>
Friday, February 12, 2021 10:58 AM
Jodi Gallup
Fwd: Diamond Trail

Hi Jodi ‐
I am a resident on Hunter Dr and oppose the Diamond Trail being constructed on Hunter Dr. Please see the email below
that I previously sent to the Planning Board outlining several of the reasons why Hunter Dr is not a viable option. My
goal is that the City of Medina is aware of the oppostion to the bike trail by the residents that actually live on Hunter Dr,
as opposed that do not own property adjacent to Hunter Dr. Please help us preserve the trees that line Hunter Dr and
acknowledge that from a safety perspective, Hunter Dr is not a viable option given it is hilly, narrow and tree lined and in
addition has a significant amount of traffic.
From: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>
Date: October 9, 2020 at 10:03:13 AM CDT
To: DLRT@threeriversparks.org
Cc: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>, Jason Callan <jayjcallan@gmail.com>
Subject: Diamond Trail
As plans are developed for the new bike trail, please consider the following factors that make Hunter Dr
NOT a viable option.
1) This road is lined on the east with wetlands and over 45 trees that are 50 years old that would be
damaged or removed. On the west, the road is lined with electric poles that would need to be relocated
thus causing the removal of hundreds of trees that line Hunter and would interfere with the relocated
poles/wires. Our property has three, 100 year old oaks that would be cut down. This would be
heartbreaking. These trees define Hunter Dr. and create the beauty of the area.
2) Hunter Dr has many blind spots due to the hilly nature. This road is very narrow with no shoulder or
room to build a path on either side. There are also many driveways or private drives that house as many
as ten homes that access Hunter. A bike path crossing all these driveways create a huge safety issue for
residents and bikers as visibility is poor.
3) In addition to the destruction of nature, the loss and cost to personal property would be detrimental.
Hunter is lined with fences and most drives/neighborhoods have monuments or gates that would be
destroyed by the bike path. Reimbursement or reconstruction of these items would significantly
increase the cost of the project. Additionally there are several homes that do not have a large set back
from the road. The bike trail would literally be on their doorstep.
4) Creating a bike path that crosses country road 6 and 24 is a huge safety issue. These are extremely
busy roads. The intersections of county road 24 and 6 on both ends of Hunter Dr have poor visibility due
to the curves, trees and hills.
5) The cost, loss and destruction associated with creating an additional bike path just 6 miles east of the
already existing paths at Lake Independence/Baker park is irresponsible. These already existing paths
should be utilized as a north / south artery.
6) Serious bikers don’t use bike paths. They use roads because bike paths encourage casual bikers and
1

walkers with dogs and strollers that slow their pace. A bike path will not reduce the number of bikers on
county road 6, 24, Hunter Dr or the other roads in the area. It will instead increase the traffic in these
areas, thus reducing the safety for current bikers, as people look for places to park to gain access to the
path, especially as Holy Name Lake will be used as a parking lot.
7) Hunter Dr is already a very busy road with traffic that is usually driving above the speed limit. Per
polls done by Three Rivers, bike paths are not desireable along busy roadways. In addtion, squeezing a
bike trail in along side the already narrow Hunter Dr. will create an even more dangerous situation. The
land along Hunter Dr either drops off significantly into a wet ditch or is elevated. Either way, drivers and
bikers will be squeezed into a limited space.
Hunter Dr is not the best option and should not be considered.
Thank you‐
Jennifer Callan

Sent from my iPhone
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Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Ann Thies <acthies@citilink.com>
Thursday, February 18, 2021 2:02 PM
Scott Johnson
Jodi Gallup
Diamond Lake RT
Diamond Lake RT proposal02182021.pdf

Hello,
For submission to the City Council and Park Commission:
On the attached map, in blue, is my suggestion for the Diamond Lake RT. This route takes it to Hamel and makes it
available to more residents, especially those with young families, and may potentially be an asset to business as well.
Since much of this suggested route falls in line with existing or planned City trails, it will eventually take that
maintenance burden off of the City’s budget.
Ann Thies
1922 Willow Drive
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Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kevin Ryan <keryan12@gmail.com>
Thursday, February 18, 2021 8:03 AM
Jodi Gallup
Fwd: Diamond Lake Regional Trail Comments

Hi Jody ‐ Please share this email with the City Council and Parks Commission.
Medina City Council and Parks Commission,
My name is Kevin Ryan. My wife, Maria, and I are currently building a house in Medina to the west of Holy Name
Lake. We both virtually attended Tuesday night's council meeting to discuss the Medina portion of the Diamond Lake
Regional Trail. We very much appreciated the ability to hear the comments and concerns from other Medina residents
regarding the trail. We also wanted to share our comments and concerns with you.
One of the proposed trails suggested by the DLRT team runs directly through the middle of our house. It is likely that
this proposed segment of the trail was determined prior to when we started our build and I have been assured by the
DLRT team that the path is flexible and they will operate on a "willing seller basis." However, I must admit we were
taken aback when we discovered the proposed trail running through the middle of our build site. Based on the
presentation at Tuesday's meeting, it is my understanding the DLRT team has recommended the western most path
which will have very little if any impact on our property. Nevertheless, I wanted to be sure our concerns were heard
prior to the path of the trail being finalized.
We bought our property in Medina because we love the rural feeling of the city. The privacy, security and tranquility
provided by the large lot sizes of Medina were paramount to our decision to move to Medina. We chose to raise our
four‐year old twins in Medina for these reasons. Although we are both active outdoors people and have no objection to
trails of this nature in general, we both feel a trail running through or immediately adjacent to our property (or any
individual's property) would compromise the best aspects of living in Medina. Specifically, we feel such a trail would
have a negative impact on our family and our life in Medina for the following reasons:
1. Our house was designed around the privacy and beauty provided by our property. A trail on our property would
seriously impact both of those aspects.
2. We feel our security could be potentially compromised if a public trail were to run through our property. This is
especially true four our two children who we know will spend countless hours exploring every inch of our
property.

We appreciate your willingness to receive feedback from the citizens of Medina and the amount of time and effort spent
considering all impacts of a decision like this. It is our opinion that any such trail running through Medina should avoid
contacting private property to the largest extent possible. We understand the design of the trail was to be as off‐road
and as in touch with nature as possible, but we believe the rights and concerns of the property owners of Medina should
supercede the wants of trail users when it comes to the use and access of their private property.
Thank you for your consideration.
Kevin and Maria Ryan
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Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kathleen Martin
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:33 AM
Robin Johnson
Jodi Gallup; Scott Johnson; Dusty Finke
RE: Question from last night proposed Diamond Lake Trail route

Thanks, Robin, for your comments.
Three Rivers Park District explained last night that the most westerly route was preliminarily selected as the preferred
route primarily because it provided a more scenic corridor for cyclists than the other two routes.
We do want as much public input as possible, and thus we have continued the public comment portion of our evaluation
to next Tuesday, at 6:00. I do hope you can join us then to voice your concerns, and information on how to access that
meeting electronically will be posted to our city’s website. You can also find maps of the routes under consideration on
the website and a report from the Park District as to its findings to date.
I am also copying our city staff to ensure your thoughts below are part of our record.
Please know that the city council has made no recommendation or endorsement with respect to any of the routes at
this time.
Again, thanks for your input.
‐Kathy
Kathleen Martin
Mayor, City of Medina
Kathleen.Martin@ medinamn.gov

From: Robin Johnson <rejohnson1959@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 7:57 AM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Question from last night proposed Diamond Lake Trail route
Hi Kathleen,
My name is Robin Johnson. I reside at 790 Navajo Rd W, Medina, MN 55340. I joined the meeting a little late last night
and missed the part of the conversation in regards to Hunter Drive. Someone said it is no longer a consideration for a
route due to many objections. Where is the new proposed route in its place? Also I own a farm animal sanctuary at 1325
Tamarack Drive. I had a zoom meeting with Three River Parks and said I would fight tooth and nail to keep the route out
of my back yard. Honestly Kathleen, this whole proposal is creating so much unneeded anxiety for so many people. It is
so unnecessary to create this trail in our area. People up near Rogers seem to need it and want it more. Just letting you
know I strongly oppose the whole plan.
Thank you,
Robin Johnson
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February 18, 2021

Mr. Stephen Shurson
Project Manager
Three Rivers Park District
3000 Xenium Lane North
Plymouth, MN 55441
VIA EMAIL ONLY
RE: Opposition to the Diamond Lake Regional Trail in Medina

Dear Mr. Shurson,
The Friends of Wolsfeld Woods opposes the Diamond Lake Regional Trail preferred route in Medina
because of its proximity to Wolsfeld Woods Scientific and Natural Area (SNA). Minnesota’s Scientific and
Natural Areas have the highest level of protection with the purpose of protecting natural features of
exceptional scientific value. Wolsfeld Woods is one of the state’s best examples of the Big Woods, the
original maple-basswood forest in the central part of the state. Our organization, Friends of Wolsfeld
Woods, is a volunteer organization that works with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to
maintain and protect Wolsfeld Woods and provide educational opportunities to the public to learn
about the plants and animals in the Woods.
We are concerned that developing a regional trail along the eastern edge of Wolsfeld Woods would
promote access into the SNA in a highly sensitive area of the forest that does not have proper access
points or trails to support visitors.
Permitted uses in Wolsfeld Woods include hiking, horseback riding, snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing. Bicycles are prohibited from using the SNA. However, there has been an increasing number of
illegal uses in Wolsfeld Woods, specifically mountain biking. The Friends are very concerned that the
Diamond Lake Regional Trail, if developed next to Wolsfeld Woods, would allow for increasing use of the
SNA by bicyclists, which would cause great damage to the natural area.
Wolsfeld Woods is not a park and does not have the resources of a park. In recent years, visitor use has
increased significantly and this has negatively impacted the natural area. The trails are not developed
for high traffic volumes and the increase in use is causing erosion both on the trails and along their
edges as visitors venture off-trail and negatively impact sensitive areas including small and large ravines
with ephemeral creeks that flow into Wolsfeld Lake. The increasing number of visitors is leaving behind
more trash.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources does not have sufficient staff to monitor use of SNAs
and they do not have maintenance crews to pick up after visitors and maintain the network of softsurface hiking trails in the forest.
The Friends of Wolsfeld Woods encourages Three Rivers Park District to seriously consider the
implications of developing a regional trail adjacent to one of the state’s most important natural

resources, Wolsfeld Woods SNA, and to move the trail route in the proposed Diamond Lake Regional
Trail Master Plan to another location that will not promote access in an undeveloped portion of the SNA.
Sincerely,

LEADERSHIP BOARD
FRIENDS OF WOLSFELD WOODS

cc:

Jodi Gallup, City of Medina
Dusty Finke, City of Medina
Holly Bernardo, Region 3 SNA Supervisor
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Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ellie Crosby <elliercrosby@gmail.com>
Thursday, February 18, 2021 4:13 PM
Jodi Gallup; Bernardo, Holly (DNR); Stephen Shurson
Diamond Lake Regional Trail

All:
I oppose the current proposed route for the Diamond Lake Regional Trail.
This route is too close to one of the most significant Scientific and Natural Areas protecting a large example of what once
was the Big Woods. If we hadn’t seen a huge increase in traffic through the Woods this past year due to Covid, I might
not feel so strongly about the threat of even more traffic. At this time, the Woods are not open to bike traffic, but there
are many tracks of increasing bike traffic that has a dire effect on erosion of trails. It would be very difficult to keep bikes
out of the Woods with a bike trail so near by. There are only a certain number of volunteers who patrol the arena and
the DNR does not have funds to patrol much at all.
Also, a large section of Medina’s open land will be taken up by this trail yet a city goal is to maintain the rural
atmosphere.
There are quite a few bike routes in this area already. I think they could be reconfigured to accomplish what the
Diamond Lake trail is trying to do.
I hope a different solution can be found.
Sincerely,
Ellie Crosby

1

Jodi Gallup
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Crinklaw <crink4golf@yahoo.com>
Saturday, February 6, 2021 5:58 PM
Jodi Gallup
Three Rivers Diamond Lake Trail

Attn: Medina City Council & Medina Park Commission
c/o Jodi Gallup, Assistant City Administrator/City Clerk, City of Medina
First, let us express our profound disappointment in the failure of Three Rivers to communicate
information about the Three Rivers Diamond Lake Regional Trail initiative given the scope and
breadth of potential disruption to a population this large. Overlaying the actual number of residences
against the number of public comments, the majority of residents are still clearly unaware of what is
unfolding. Speaking just for ourselves, it wasn’t until a neighbor brought this project to our attention
that we learned our own property might be allocated for a trail in which we have no interest and in
fact, stand opposed to as a use of taxpayer funds.
There’s a recurring theme in the public comments with which we agree: This project is a prime
example of minority rule: a small, influential subset of the community has decided to impose its
priorities over and against the rights and priorities of a majority of others. While this trail project is
being sold as a romantic, beneficial asset, we purchased our home as &an investment in our financial
future, our health, and our privacy and we now face the diminution of all three so the smallest niche of
persons can inline skate and ride bicycles. This seems a grotesquely selfish abuse of resources and
funds.
Beyond our personal impact and loss, there is the broader impact to indigenous flora and fauna. Our
property alone is home to several dozen wild turkeys, deer, and other animals and birds. We have
personally invested significant amounts of money and time in the removal of invasive flora, such as
buckthorn and garlic mustard so that the native ecosystem can flourish but now that hard won victory
is faced with the threat of asphalt and human incursion.
While specifically opposed to this trail project’s potential disruption to our own property, we’re also
opposed to it on the whole. Assuming this unnecessary initiative continues in spite of our objections,
we echo other’s requests as follows that:
1. A binding and clear commitment should be made to potentially impacted landowners that they
will not be forced to sell or landowners will be subject to a de facto taking.
2. Extreme efforts will be taken to minimize private land impact and the potential for pressured
sales and depressed land values.
3. Clearly-communicated, extensive, and careful justification to the taxpayers of the city of
Medina, Hennepin County, and the State of Minnesota for any such plan, including an
overview of what other potential projects are not being funded at the expense of supporting
this project.
4. More care be taken to inform those potentially impacted relying less exclusively on electronicbased communication.
Sincerely,
John and Shirley Crinklaw
1

425 Cheyenne Trail
Sent from my iPad
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January 30, 2021

Victor & Michelle Jonas
400 Cheyenne Trail
Medina, MN 55391

Stephen Shurson
Three Rivers Park District
763.559.6766 o
612.290.0096 c
stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org
Mr. Shurson,
We are writing you as a follow up to our phone call of Friday, January 29 th and e-mail
correspondence on the same date.
Lack of Proper Notice to those Impacted
We would first like the opportunity to confirm we have no record of receiving any mailing in
November from you or any other entity advising us of a proposed bike path on our property, or
along our property line. We only investigated the proposed bike path routes associated with the
Diamond Lake Regional Trail (“Project”) upon recently receiving a mailing from the City of
Medina advising its residents of potential activity in Medina. That mailing did not specifically
apprise us there was a proposed trail segment that would directly impact our property, but was
instead only general in nature, leaving us to investigate what would be a huge impact on our
private property. We strongly believe any notice involving activity that would have a serious
impact on private property rights and enjoyment of individual residents should be specifically
targeted, and some efforts should be made to confirm receipt of such notice. Any decisions
made in the absence of such specific solicitation of input are improper. The proposed scope and
spending associated with this project is by all appearances immense, and failure to take extensive
actions to specifically notify impacted residents is unjustified. We believe it is incumbent on any
public or governmental entity, or an actor funded by such entities, to make special, targeted
efforts to advise individuals that would be directly impacted by proposed activity that will
significantly impact private land use and property rights.
We strongly object to the proposed acquisition of private land to support the bike path project as
proposed, and in particular to the segment of the trail proposed to either run on, or adjacent to
our property (“Objected-To Trail Segment”) as indicated below. To be clear, we object for a
variety of reasons, and a non-exclusive list of such reasons are addressed below.
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Objected-To Trail Segment

Jonas Property

No Reasonable Justification Provided for Objected-To Trail Segment or Project as a Whole
As a starting point, we are unable to identify a clear, publicly available, and legitimate analysis
showing an actual need for the Project (much less the Objected-To Trail Segment with which we
are most concerned), including any metric for the public benefit of such activities or any
reasonable assessment of the associated environmental and financial impact.
As one example, the response to the critical question, “Why is there a potential route shown
crossing private property?”, the FAQs portion of the DLT materials simply points to generalized,
and unsupported justifications such as “a destination regional trail,” to “connect areas of high
natural resource” and to “creat[e] a high-quality linear park-like experience.” None of these
generalized justifications has any real meaning or any quantified impact assessment provided
with them. In our opinion, the immense resources we would expect to be needed to execute a
project of this magnitude should be justified extensively, openly, and in a manner readily
accessible to the public in general and specifically to those that would be directly impacted.
And, there is no indication which other public infrastructure projects are not being pursued at the
expense of funding the Project. We believe the public should be made aware of, understand, and
have a say in what infrastructure projects are undertaken in their communities using such
significant taxpayer dollars. At the very least, the public officials making such important
decisions should be communicating this information to the constituents providing its funding.
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A Binding, and Clear Commitment Should Be Made to Potentially Impacted Landowners
They Will Not be Forced to Sell or Landowners will be Subject to a De Facto Taking
During our call, you assured me that private landowners would not be forced to sell their
property to facilitate this Project. If that is truly the case, this commitment should be made clear,
in public, and in a binding manner.
Without some clarification of the type you provided me on the phone, the current materials
posted in the September 2020 FAQ responses leaves open the question whether land will
ultimately be obtained by eminent domain proceedings. In particular, in response to the
question, “How is trail property obtained?”, the following is provided:
2. Cooperative agreements with cities, developers and/or land owners to secure land/easements
as part of the development process.
We believe this language of “Cooperative agreements with cities” is less than reassuring that
eminent domain would not be sought, and can have several consequences on land use and
valuation for those private landowners on the proposed trail segments. In particular, it is our
feeling any landowner seeking to have their property valued will clearly be impacted by this
proposed trail. While we concede it is conceivable that some portions of the path, such as those
falling along established roadways and within high density residential communities, could have a
positive impact on overall valuation, it is our position any segment passing through privatelyowned, natural woods, wetlands, and fields, and other areas will very likely have significant,
negative impacts on property values. Doesn’t it seem logical that any potential buyer looking at
a property that was previously secluded or private in nature would severely discount the value of
a property with a public path running through, or adjacent to otherwise private areas of that
property? These properties represent real, personal investments in people’s futures. It would
seem even the specter of a planned trail segment, much less a “master plan” for such a path in
our back yards, will result in depressed values to landowners, and is essentially taking away a
portion of their investment in real property. The platitude that a “fair market value” will be
provided for such properties (particularly when eminent domain has not been taken off the table
in a clear, public, and binding manner) appears disingenuous to us when that “fair market value”
will likely be depressed by the very activity it is being offered to facilitate. This type of selfdealing by a public entity and public actors would be unconscionable, as is leaving private
landowners in the situation of relying upon assurances based only upon personal
communications with Project planners and other government actors indicating that such eminent
domain activities will not be undertaken.
In sum, in terms of this Project, an expenditure of this size and the level of impact on individual
landowners require:
• More care to be taken in informing those potentially impacted;
• Extreme efforts to minimize private land impact and the potential for pressured sales and
depressed land values;
• Clearly-communicated, extensive, and careful justification to the taxpayers of the city of
Medina, Hennepin County, and the State of Minnesota for any such plan, including an
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•

overview of what other potential projects are not being funded at the expense of
supporting the Project; and
Binding, clear, and public commitment to not force sale by private landowners whether
through eminent domain or the threat of such activity.

Comments Specific to the Objected-To Trail Segment
We have the following concerns which we believe should be given due consideration:
•

The Objected-To Trail Segment will pass either through, or directly adjacent to our
backyard, which is a private, screened area without any public traffic.

•

This area is also where our septic system is located. We are unaware of a reasonable
alternative location for our system.

•

The area through which the Objected-To Trail Segment passes is through the most usable
portion of our property in terms of building use. In other words, it would pass through
some of the most valuable land of our parcel.

•

The Objected-To Trail Segment runs directly through wooded areas on our property, and
would require removal of significant amounts of trees, further reducing any screening of
our property and increasing environment impact.

•

The Objected-To Trail Segment passes through an area in which turkeys roost and
congregate, deer bed, and also an area used by songbirds, owls, hawks, and other animals.

•

The Objected-To Trail Segment would likely interfere with and severely curtail the legal
harvesting of wild game near the Objected-To Trail Segment.

•

There are much less intrusive and logical north south corridors, including specifically the
Tamarack Drive segment (“Tamarack Segment”) that intersects with Medina Road and
runs parallel to the Objected-To Trail Segment.
o The Tamarack Segment apparently has general support and would likely require
much less private landowner negotiation based upon comments on your website;
o Based upon public comments, it appears landowners along the Objected-To Trail
Segment clearly have rejected the proposal and have indicated they would be
unwilling to sell for such purposes;
o It is our observation that bikers presently use Tamarack Road and thus the
Tamarack Segment would be better justified in terms of supporting a current use,
rather than speculating on uses through private land that are unproven;
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o We would expect that the existing infrastructure around the Tamarack Segment,
including access, storm water management, and environmental impact are already
understood and would better facilitate the Project;
o It is our position there is already a need for the residents along that road to have
safe crossing points and travel lanes, including means for crossing County Road
24 south of Medina Road. Creating such safety measures, whether a stoplight,
overpass bridge, or tunnel would have the least environmental impact, impact on
traffic, and be a much lower cost option than adding completely new
infrastructure for such a crossing at the intersection south of the Opposed-To Trail
Segment at County Road 24.
We hope you will take our concerns as seriously as we view them. We welcome further contact
to discuss and strongly believe the Opposed-To Trail Segment should be removed. We do not
want the Opposed-To Trail Segment impacting our property enjoyment and land value. In fact,
the mere potential of having the Objected-To Trail Segment is likely already negatively
impacting market valuation of our property.
Sincerely,
Victor & Michelle Jonas

From: Angela Erickson <angelajoy58@gmail.com>
Date: October 25, 2020 at 6:05:11 PM CDT
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Re: THREE RIVERS PARK MEETING POSTPONED TIL WEDNESDAY
Kathleen,
We did have the meeting!
We had about 25 in attendance.
There was great concern about putting the trail on Hunter. I can honestly say that I have only heard
from 2 homes down cul‐de‐sacs that would be in favor.
I could copy you on an email with everyone if you would like to address those in attendance or ask for
their comments.
We also have a petition signed with approximately 20 residents in attendance.
Please let me know how I may be of further assistance.
Angie Erickson
612‐382‐3880
Sent from my iPhone

From: "Burnet, Ralph" <Burnet@BurnetArt.com>
Date: October 20, 2020 at 9:52:20 AM CDT
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Cc: Peggy Burnet <peggyburnet@mac.com>, Peter Herfurth <pherfurth@gmail.com>, Sally Herfurth
<sherfurth@mac.com>
Subject: Bike Path

Kathleen:
I too, like the Herfurth ‘s ,strongly object to a bike lane on Hunter Drive. Don’t our so called “elected
officials” have better things to do??
I don’t believe the 3 Rivers group are elected anyway! Please note my opposition. Thank you.
Ralph Burnet

Dusty Finke
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathleen Martin
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 8:39 AM
Scott Johnson; Dusty Finke; Ann Thies
Fwd: Diamond Trail

Begin forwarded message:
From: Angela Erickson <angelajoy58@gmail.com>
Date: October 26, 2020 at 6:00:19 PM MDT
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Diamond Trail

Angie Erickson
612‐382‐3880
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>
Date: October 13, 2020 at 11:15:02 AM CDT
To: Angela Erickson <AngelaJoy58@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Diamond Trail
Here is the response I received.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: DLRT <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Date: October 13, 2020 at 11:05:25 AM CDT
To: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>, DLRT
<DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Cc: Jason Callan <jayjcallan@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Diamond Trail

Jennifer,
Thank you for your email. Your comments and concerns are duly noted
and will be considered in our decision making.
I'll try to briefly address some of your concerns:
1












As one of the goals for this trail is connect people with some of
the great natural resources in the area, we always do all that we
can to avoid and preserve mature trees and other valuable
natural areas, not destroy them for the sake of the trail.
Utility poles can be easily relocated if need be.
Sightlines and driveway crossing will be a factor in our route
evaluations
We make every effort to work within the road right of way and
avoid any private infrastructure. This may include road and or
trail narrowing. If any permanent or temporary easements are
necessary, property owners are fairly compensated. Any
driveway, fencing or other private infrastructure impacted by
the construction is replaced in kind to the owner's
satisfaction. But you are correct, it does add expense and
hardship, thus we do all we can to avoid it.
A safe crossing 6 and 24 is paramount. We will likely
recommend that either a grade‐separated crossing or traffic
control be installed at those crossings.
A desired goal for our regional trail network is to have a trail
approximately every 5 miles to better serve the public. We
have identified this area as being under served by regional
trails.
You are correct, serious bikers will largely continue to use roads
over trails. A goal of this project is to create a safer place for
"non‐serious" bikers, pedestrians, families with kids, older
people to get outside and enjoy a trail experience without
having to go on a road. We will also be looking at the best
places to locate trailhead parking in the area so people are not
parking randomly along the trail corridor.

I hope this answers some of your questions.
BTW, your neighbor Angela Erickson, who we met with via Zoom last
week, has offered to host another meeting with her and her neighbors
for a continued discussion about the trail option along Hunter. As far as
I am concerned, you are welcome to attend as well: October 20 at
5:00PM at 1695 Hunter Drive, meeting outside following COVID
protocols. Let me know if you are interested and I will reach out to
Angela.
Thank you,
Stephen Shurson
Three Rivers Park District
763.559.6766 o
612.290.0096 c
stephen.shurson@threeriversparks.org
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:03 AM
To: DLRT <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Cc: Jennifer Callan <jenncallan8@gmail.com>; Jason Callan
2

<jayjcallan@gmail.com>
Subject: Diamond Trail
As plans are developed for the new bike trail, please consider the
following factors that make Hunter Dr NOT a viable option.
1) This road is lined on the east with wetlands and over 50 year old
trees that would be damaged or removed. On the west, the road is lined
with electric poles that would need to be relocated thus causing the
removal of hundreds of trees that line Hunter and would interfere with
the relocated poles/wires. Our property has three, 100 year old oaks
that would be cut down. This would be heartbreaking.
2) Hunter Dr has many blind spots due to the hilly nature. This road is
very narrow with no shoulder or room to build a path on either side.
There are also many driveways or private drives that house as many as
ten homes that access Hunter. A bike path crossing all these driveways
create a huge safety issue for drivers and bikers.
3) In addition to the destruction of nature, the loss and cost to personal
property would be detrimental. Hunter is lined with fences and most
drives/neighborhoods have monuments or gates that would be
destroyed by the bike path. Reimbursement or reconstruction of these
items would significantly increase the cost of the project.
4) Creating a bike path that crosses country road 6 and 24 is a huge
safety issue. These are extremely busy roads. The intersections of
county road 24 and 6 on both ends of Hunter Dr have poor visibility due
to the curves, trees and hills.
5) The cost, loss and destruction associated with creating an additional
bike path just 6 miles east of the already existing paths at Lake
Independence/Baker park is irresponsible. These already existing paths
should be utilized as a north / south artery.
6) Serious bikers don’t use bike paths. They use roads because bike
paths encourage casual bikers and walkers with dogs and strollers that
slow their pace. A bike path will not reduce the number of bikers on
county road 6, 24, Hunter Dr or the other roads in the area. It will
instead increase the traffic in these areas as people look for places to
park to gain access to the path.
Hunter Dr is not the best option and should be removed from the
planning boards.
Thank you‐
Jennifer Callan

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Peter Herfurth <pherfurth@gmail.com>
Date: October 19, 2020 at 5:09:25 PM CDT
To: "DLRT@threeriversparks.org" <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>, Kathleen Martin
<kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>, "Angelajoy58@gmail.com" <Angelajoy58@gmail.com>, Peggy
Burnet <peggyburnet@mac.com>, SALLY HERFURTH <sherfurth@mac.com>
Subject: No Bike Path on Hunter Drive

Stephen - I've been alerted to a public hearing scheduled for
tomorrow night at the Erickson residence. I trust that the elected
official who conceived the addition of a bicycle lane to our Hunter
Drive right-of-way will be there to explain. Sally and I will not be
in town to voice our complete opposition to this horrible idea.
Will every cyclist stop at all 9 driveway entrances? We would need 18 stop
signs (9 north facing and 9 south facing) on such a bicycle path between #24 and
#6. What if a cyclist fails to stop and broadsides me, or a service

vehicle, or a guest? The result: 1. An injured rider; and 2. A
homeowner with unexpected liability and undeserved guilt.

We'd like to keep our rural road uncomplicated and uncrowded.
F. Peter Herfurth
1515 Hunter Drive
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391
(612) 998-6610
pherfurth@gmail.com

From: Jerry Erickson <gaericksonjr@yahoo.com>
Date: October 8, 2020 at 1:21:48 PM CDT
To: angelajoy58@gmail.com, Angela Erickson <AngelaJoy58@gmail.com>,
DLRT@threeriversparks.org
Cc: Ted Erickson <tederickson2@mac.com>, Jerry Erickson <gaericksonjr@yahoo.com>,
Ben Aguilar <benignoaguilar@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: Hunter Drive
Reply‐To: Jerry Erickson <gaericksonjr@yahoo.com>
Dear Stephen,
Thanks again for the information presented last night. It answered some questions and
raised a few concerns.
As I mentioned last night my properties (1242,1252) have wetlands that run very close
to Hunter Drive, with water coming 10 to 20 feet to the road. I think wetlands have a
protected buffer 12‐15 feet around the water. So that's not ideal.
I also am opposed to Hunter Drive being selected as part of the North South corridor
because its a narrow residential street that has taken on a lot of cut through cross
traffic. If you were to study the traffic I think you would find many drivers speeding
regularly‐ especially at commuting times. We have many driveways like mine that are
difficult to exit from due to speeding traffic and heavy vegetation. Also there are many
beautiful trees on/close to Hunter Drive's easement. About 2/3rds of the east side of
Hunter drive, between 24th and 6th, has a stretch of mature 60 year old oak trees.
Maybe 40 of them. It would be a shame to see these go.
I also mentioned last night, the1998 easement with the MN Land Trust for my
property on 1252 Hunter Drive. We're looking into the restrictions and protections and
I'll get back to you soon with what we find.
Thanks for for hearing and noting our objection to Hunter Drive as a part for the
proposed North‐South Diamond Lake Reginal Trail route.
Jerry Erickson
Ben Aguilar
1242, 1252 Hunter Drive

From: Jerry Erickson [mailto:gaericksonjr@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 6:28 PM
To: acthies@citilink.com
Subject: RE: Hunter Drive Bike Path Meeting Oct 12th

Dear Ann,
Thanks for responding. Tomorrow may be postponed due to weather. I'm sorry for the short notice.
The actual construction MAY be as much as 15 years out, but the decision is being made which of the 3
routes by the end of November‐according to the previous zoom meeting we had with the group. Word is
you may think Hunter the likely choice, but you may be unaware of the strong opposition from all the
people who live along Hunter. Before we had spread the word, almost no one knew of the plans that
have been ongoing on for months. This won't quietly go through.
Even if its 15 years out, Hunter Drive is the wrong route for many reasons. Hopefully another meeting
can be set up so you can hear why.
Stay safe and warm,
Jerry
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Andrew Kortkamp <akortkamp@me.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45 PM
To: DLRT <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Cc: Christina Kortkamp <cmkortkamp@me.com>
Subject: Time Sensitive: Diamond Lake Trail Proposal
I have signed a purchase agreement for the lot at 875 Tuckborough Ct., Medina. I have not yet closed
on the purchase, and frankly, I’m going to walk away if there is going to be a trail in my backyard (the
potential E‐W connector between Tamarack & Hunter, along Navajo.) I have read that there will not be
a final decision until Nov‐February 2021, but I’d like to speak to the most knowledgeable person about
the likelihood of this trail option moving forward. I won’t commit $559,000 to a private lot that is not
private. I hope you can appreciate that. Please respond either email or cell phone.
Andy Kortkamp
612.867.7779
akortkamp@me.com

From: brian Luedtke <bjluedtke@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 4:51 PM
To: Kathleen Martin <kathleen.martin@medinamn.gov>
Subject: DLRT MASTER PLAN...destroying Medina property values ?
I am a 25 year resident of Medina, 2650 Bantle Farm road, I just learned this week of a proposal from
Three Rivers to put a bike path in my back yard.
How is this allowed by your city council ?
Fortunately, my neighbor Neil Lapidus contacted me about the west route that is NOT on the three
rivers website, and would like to attend next weeks
Virtual meeting. This development is very concerning when we have Baker park only 3 minutes west .
You will have some very upset property owners if these measures are passed.
I would like to know more about who decided this was in the best interest of Medina residents.
Concerned property owner.
Brian Luedtke
763‐242‐9540

From: James Roehl <jroehl531@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2020 3:10 PM
To: Jodi Gallup <jodi.gallup@medinamn.gov>
Subject:
Greetings Ms. Jody Gallup. Sending you a note of concern over proposed Diamond Lake trail through
horse country of Medina. Firstly I cannot believe Hennepin County taxpayers will be stuck with who
knows how many millions of $'s to fund this.What are the projected land acquisition costs?then add to
that construction costs.The downtown core of Minneapolis has been devastated by rioting and looting
this summer and Hennepin County(in the guise of Three Rivers park district)really thinks building a trail
for the well to do bike riders of the western suburbs makes sense?if they really thinks this proposal will
fly please keep it along existing Medina Road to Tamarack Dr? Or Holy name road to Hunter Drive?This
trail should have been built about thirty years ago when The Stuart Well day camp and the old Crowe
farm were still all undevoped. This is the area west of Medina rd. and along Tamarack almost to Hamel.if
you can could you please forward this message to the Mayor and Council. I will try to post this to the
Diamond Lake trail proposal website as well. Doing this off my smartphone so a little tough to get things
done via that method. I will be attending the open house in Hamel on Sept.22 and hope to see a lot of
pushback against running this trail through private property. Thanks for all your work keeping us
informed on this over reach of a proposal. Jim Roehl. 1735 Medina Rd.
Hope everyone at city hall is well.

From: Wayne Spears <spearw@icloud.com>
Date: October 26, 2020 at 6:38:32 PM CDT
To: DLRT@threeriversparks.org
Cc: scott Schulte <scottj8888@gmail.com>, Angela Erickson <AngelaJoy58@gmail.com>
Subject: Diamond Lake Regional Trail with Proposed Route including Hunter Drive ‐ Stephen Shurson
project Manager

Diamond Lake Regional Trail with Proposed
Route including Hunter Drive
Dear Stephen,
These comments are being sent in response to the proposed option to use Hunter Drive as part of the
Diamond Lake Regional Trail project. As residents of Hunter Drive since 2013, we wish to express our
concern with and opposition to this proposal based on multiple factors.
First would be our concern for safety. Hunter Drive is already a significant thoroughfare for motor
vehicles. The road has multiple hills along with a number of blindspots, in addition to numerous private
roads and driveways exiting onto it. There are also a number of wildlife crossings. Adding a path along
Hunter Drive for additional pedestrians and non‐motorized vehicles (cyclists, in‐line skaters, etc.) feels
reckless and dangerous.
Second would be our concern for the desirability of the neighborhood. Many of our neighbors, including
ourselves, have left urban centers for a more pastoral, quiet, and private setting that this part of Medina
has been known for. Adding a bike path down Hunter Drive lessens that desirability for many current
and future residents looking for a non‐urban setting. A path down our road would also require the
removal of many beautiful and environmentally beneficial, mature trees that are irreplaceable. Access
to a walking or biking trail without leaving our driveway is not something we desire.
The benefit versus the environmental and financial cost of such a regional trail itself is certainly
debatable. If the project as a whole does go forward, we would recommend using one of the route
options west of Hunter Drive, possibly that of Tamarack Drive or even further west.
Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Sincerely,
Wayne Spears and Scott Schulte

From: Jami L. Wade <jamilynwade@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 11:16 AM
To: DLRT <DLRT@threeriversparks.org>
Subject: Diamond Lake Trail
Hello. I am currently building a home in Tuckborough Ridge. I am writing to voice my concern with the
proposed route for an east‐west connection between Tamarack and Hunter (along Navajo) in
Tuckborough Farms and Tuckborough Ridge. I am in support of the Three Rivers Park District, but I
wholeheartedly believe that public trails should never run through private yards. This proposed route
would directly impact the private yards of so many of my neighbors and pose a threat to all of our
feelings of safety and security with the public having access to our private properties. It also concerns
me that there would no doubt be a loss of many of our beautiful trees and other foliage that everyone
has enjoyed. Not to mention, it shows the trail going right through an area I know to be wet land. I am
begging you to please choose another route for this portion of the Diamond Lake Trail. If not, so many
homes and lives would be negatively impacted, and I know that is not the intention.
Thank you,
Jami Wade
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

