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MEDINA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 17, 2018 
 
The City Council of Medina, Minnesota met in regular session on April 17, 2018 at 7:00 
p.m. in the City Hall Chambers.  Mayor Mitchell presided. 
 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present: Anderson, Cousineau, Pederson, Martin, and Mitchell. 
 
Members absent:  None. 
 
Also present:  City Administrator Scott Johnson, City Attorney Ron Batty, City Engineer 
Jim Stremel, City Planner Dusty Finke, Public Works Director Steve Scherer, and Chief 
of Police Ed Belland.   
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (7:00 p.m.) 
 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA (7:00 p.m.) 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (7:01 p.m.) 
 
A. Approval of the April 3, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
Johnson reported that Council Member Martin and Council Member Anderson provided 
edits to the minutes prior to the meeting.  The edits were incorporated into the draft 
minutes and an updated draft was provided at the meeting.  
 
Moved by Martin, seconded by Cousineau, to approve the April 3, 2018 regular City 
Council meeting minutes as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B. Approval of the April 4, 2018 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the April 4, 2018 special City 
Council meeting minutes as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. (Mitchell 
abstained) 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA (7:03 p.m.) 
 
A.   Approve Temporary Liquor License to Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of 

Minnesota on August 11, 2018 at 3000 Hamel Road 
B.   Resolution No. 2018-22 Accepting Donation from the Hamel Lions Club 
C.   Approve Managed Services Agreement Addendum for Field House 

Bathroom Cleaning with Tegrete Corporation 
Moved by Pederson, seconded by Cousineau, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
VI. COMMENTS (7:04 p.m.) 
 
A. Comments from Citizens on Items not on the Agenda 
Don Gaspar, 2633 Deerhill Road, stated that the conditions of Deerhill Road are bad.  
He asked what the City will do to improve the conditions.   
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Mitchell appreciated the comments.  He acknowledged that the road conditions in the 
spring are poor.   
 
Mr. Gaspar referenced the last home closest to the new development on Deerhill Road.  
He stated that the home is a nuisance and junkyard and believed that the City should do 
something about it.   
 
Belland stated that the police department can review the comments.   
 
B. Park Commission 
Scherer reported that the Park Commission will meet the following night to review the 
Ditter Concept Plan, conduct an overview on park dedication and municipal park funds, 
and review goals.  He stated that the Commission currently has a vacancy and will hold 
its annual bus tour on May 16th. 
 
C.    Planning Commission 
Finke reported that the Planning Commission met the previous week to hold a public 
hearing on the study and potential ordinance amendment on unshielded LED lighting 
fixtures.  He stated that the Commission recommended a few changes to the potential 
ordinance regarding the use of light banding near residential properties and counting the 
banding towards the allowed signage.  He noted that the recommendation of approval 
from the Planning Commission will come before the Council at its meeting in May.  He 
stated that the Commission also considered the process for reviewal of lot line 
rearrangements and endorsed the Commission waiving the ability to review the 
rearrangements unless directed by the Council.   
 
VII.    PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.    Resolution No. 2018-23 Recognizing Ivan Dingmann for Fifteen Years of 

Service to the City of Medina (7:09 p.m.) 
Mitchell read aloud the proposed resolution recognizing Ivan Dingmann for 15 years of 
service to the City of Medina.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Martin, to Adopt Resolution No. 2018-23 Recognizing 
Ivan Dingmann for Fifteen Years of Service to the City of Medina.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mitchell presented the resolution to Mr. Dingmann and thanked him for his service to the 
community.   
 
B.   Resolution No. 2018-24 Recognizing Derek Reinking for Ten Years of 

Service to the City of Medina (7:11 p.m.) 
Mitchell read aloud the proposed resolution recognizing Derek Reinking for ten years of 
service to the City of Medina. 
 
Moved by Pederson, seconded by Cousineau, to Adopt Resolution No. 2018-24 
Recognizing Derek Reinking for Ten Years of Service to the City of Medina.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Mitchell presented the resolution to Mr. Reinking and thanked him for his service to the 
community. 
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Scherer thanked both Mr. Dingman and Mr. Reinking for their contributions to the public 
works department.  He stated that both men are very reliable members of his 
department. 
 
Mitchell stated that Medina is a small city and the Council is aware of the excellent work 
that the staff members contribute.   
 
C.   Hennepin County Sheriff Richard Stanek (7:14 p.m.) 
Hennepin County Sheriff Rich Stanek stated that he has been Sheriff for almost 12 years 
and he has been in policing for 25 years.  He introduced the members of his team that 
came along with him and commended Belland for the excellent job that he does for 
Medina.  He provided an overview of the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office and its 
jurisdiction which coordinates public safety throughout Hennepin County.  He reviewed 
the agency leadership and his roles and responsibilities.  He stated that most cities 
provide two to four lines of business, but the Sheriff’s Office provides eight lines of 
business and supplement to provide those additional lines of service to the member 
cities.  He provided additional details on the eight lines of business that the Sheriff’s 
Office provides.  He stated that the crime lab provides forensic services to 43 of the 44 
communities in Hennepin County and is one of three accredited labs in the state.  He 
reviewed the opioid related deaths ranging from 2012 to 2017, noting that the trend 
continues to increase.  He provided additional information on the public safety, public 
policy, and public services that the Sheriff’s Office has against opioids.  He stated that in 
regard to violent crimes, the Sheriff’s Office focuses on guns, gangs, drugs, and kids.  
He noted that in the past 11 years violent crime is down 26 percent throughout the 
County.   
 
Anderson stated that there has been talk of legislation that would allow people to carry 
Narcan and asked the thoughts of the Sheriff. 
 
Sheriff Stanek replied that in 2014, Hennepin County police and firefighters were not 
allowed to carry Narcan.  He stated that the number of deaths due to opioids continues 
to rise.  He stated that people can now purchase Narcan at the pharmacy similar to an 
EpiPen or ipecac.  He stated that although you hope to never have to use it, it is a 
lifesaving drug.  He stated that all deputies now carry Narcan.   
 
Mitchell asked how the drug is administered. 
 
Sheriff Stanek provided information on how the drug is administered.  He stated that the 
individual would still need emergency services, but Narcan blocks the effects of opioids.  
He described the path that an opioid user may take from a prescribed medicine, to 
heroin and perhaps fentanyl.   
 
Mitchell stated that when he was a child, most of the towns did not even have police 
departments and therefore the Sheriff came through often.  He stated that he is 
accustom to working with the Sheriff’s office.  He stated that the Medina police 
department is also involved in the anti-drug movement.  He noted that Medina has an 
excellent relationship with the Sheriff’s office and appreciates the services.  He thanked 
the Hennepin County Sheriff’s office for the service it provides to the community in 
conjunction with the Medina police department.    
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VIII.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.   John Reiser Trust and Estate of Philip Reiser – Lot Line Rearrangement – 

1425 County Road 24 and PID 23-118-23-32-0001 (7:34 p.m.) 
Finke stated that the proposed lot line rearrangement would shift the lot line 
approximately 130 feet to the north.  He stated that there is a survey provided in the staff 
report and the long-term intent is to subdivide the southern parcel into two parcels.  He 
noted that the lots as proposed would meet the dimensional standards of the rural 
residential district.  He recommended approval and adoption of the resolution as 
proposed. 
 
Martin asked when access to the back parcel would be addressed. 
 
Finke stated that would be addressed during a building permit review of the subdivision 
request.   
 
Mitchell stated that the drawing shows yellow lines on the property to the east and asked 
if the intention would be to provide access to South Ridge Drive. 
 
Finke stated that he believed that was the intent, but easements were not provided.  He 
stated that he believes that the applicant is attempting to obtain access from South 
Ridge Drive. 
 
The applicant commented that they are attempting to obtain easements for access. 
 

1. Resolution No. 2018-25 Granting Lot Line Rearrangement 
Approval between 1425 County Road 24 and Property 
Immediately to the South 

Moved by Martin, seconded by Anderson, to Adopt Resolution No. 2018-25 Granting Lot 
Line Rearrangement Approval between 1425 County Road 24 and Property Immediately 
to the South.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B.   City of Loretto Comprehensive Plan Update Review (7:37 p.m.) 
Johnson stated that staff received and reviewed the Loretto Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Finke stated that there is not a lot of change in terms of land use proposed by Loretto.  
He noted that the primary change would be the connection of Loretto to the Metropolitan 
Council sewer system, going through Medina in the interim.  He noted that those 
elements are also included in the Medina Comprehensive Plan.  He stated that he has 
provided a draft comment letter that was included in the packet. 
 
Pederson asked if there is room for Loretto to expand. 
 
Finke replied that there is about three acres of property that would be able to be 
developed as low density residential.  He stated that there are some higher density 
redevelopment options included in the city’s plan, but it is relatively small in scope. 
 
Mitchell stated that he attended the mayors’ meeting the previous week and it was 
stated that the Loretto Fire Department owns land adjacent to the Medina border and 
would like to have sewer and water service provided by Medina.  He confirmed 
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consensus of the Council with not providing sewer and water service to the property and 
the draft letter as proposed by staff. 
 
C.   Update on Wells and Irrigation (7:41 p.m.)  
Scherer provided details on the different City wells in Medina and the production rates.  
He provided details on water storage including the water tower and the treatment plant.  
He reviewed future needs of the system including a looping of the watermain at 
Chippewa, an additional water tower and expansion of the treatment plant.  He stated 
that the Comprehensive Plan identifies the water tower as the primary priority but noted 
that he does not fully agree with that prioritization because of the high production of well 
#8.  He stated that the City is on schedule with the plan created.  He stated that the 
introduction of reusing water for irrigation has made a significant improvement for the 
system and lessened the anticipated water demands.  He referenced Brockton Lane, 
noting that there is a stretch of watermain from well #3 which is undersized and vintage.  
He noted that when the feasibility study is conducted, that element will be reviewed, and 
he would anticipate upsizing and replacing that line of watermain.    
 
Johnson asked the length of time between the treatment plant expansion and water 
tower construction. 
 
Scherer replied that the two items go hand in hand, with perhaps a few years in between 
the two items.   
 
Mitchell asked when those items would be needed. 
 
Scherer estimated between 2020 and 2030.  He noted that domestic use is very low, 
and irrigation is the main user. 
 
Martin asked if people are using greywater systems for irrigation. 
 
Scherer reported that while that system is used in other states, he is not aware of that 
being popular in Medina. 
 
Stremel agreed that type of system is not common in the metro area. 
 
Scherer provided details on the reuse and conservation plan of the City, noting that the 
ordinance promotes efficient use for irrigation.  He stated that any new developments 
must supplement stormwater for irrigation systems.  He recommended that new 
developments continue on this path and not use treated water for irrigation purposes.  
He asked the Council to keep that in the back of their mind as developers often do not 
think the City will follow through on that requirement. 
 
Mitchell suggested that the bullet stating, “stay the course” be expanded a bit more.   
 
Scherer provided details on the Lennar reuse system and stated that needs to be better 
managed.  He stated that because Lennar did not believe the City was going to stick to 
this requirement, the ponds could have been better designed.  He stated that education 
is a large factor in this process.  He noted that he has begun making presentations to 
homeowner’s associations in an attempt to better educate the residents on how to better 
manage the systems.   
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Martin stated that perhaps an article on turf management could be included in the City 
newsletter. 
 
Scherer stated that he attempted to schedule a turf specialist to attend the homeowner’s 
association presentation but there was not one present.  He confirmed that there would 
be sufficient knowledge that could be tapped to create an article.   
 
Mitchell thanked staff for the presentation.  He asked for details on who would be 
grandfathered. 
 
Scherer replied that developments that were created prior to the reuse ordinance being 
adopted are grandfathered.   
 
Mitchell suggested that perhaps those grandfathered in be encouraged to convert to a 
reuse system. 
 
Cousineau asked what would be involved in converting to a reuse system. 
 
Scherer replied that not every pond would be ideal for reuse.   
 
Pederson stated that perhaps the City could contract with a turf management consultant 
to attend the presentations to the homeowner’s association. 
  
IX. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT (8:08 p.m.) 
 
A.   Long Lake Quarterly Fire Meeting – April 25th at 3:30 p.m. at Station #1 
Johnson reported that the Long Lake Quarterly Fire meeting will be held on April 25th at 
3:30 p.m.  He noted that Martin will be attending and asked if any other Council 
members are interested in attending. 
 
Mitchell stated that he may be interested and will let Johnson know if he can attend. 
 
B.   I-94 Chamber First Responder’s Luncheon – May 23rd at 11:30 a.m. at Clam 

Corp in Maple Grove 
Johnson reported that the I-94 First Responder Luncheon will take place on May 23rd at 
11:00 a.m. at Clam Corp in Maple Grove. 
 
C.   Medina Clean-Up Day – April 28th at 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 600 

Clydesdale Trail 
Johnson reported that Medina Clean-Up Day will take place on April 28th from 8:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. at 600 Clydesdale Trail. 
 
Martin noted that the Long Lake Fire Department pancake breakfast will take place this 
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Cousineau noted that the planning has begun for Medina Celebration Day. 
 
X. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (8:10 p.m.) 
Mitchell reported that he attended the mayors meeting the previous week and noted that 
the Hennepin County Assessor provided a presentation.  He stated that there were a few 
comments regarding the pension letter Medina sent. 
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Martin noted that she, Johnson and Belland worked on the new Long Lake contract to 
extend fire protection to Minnetonka Beach.  She stated that there was a slight 
disconnect between how the cities who now receive services would be benefited by the 
revenue from this new contract.  She explained that the thought was any additional 
revenue would be reinvested in the capital improvement program and therefore they are 
looking for those details in the contract.   
  
XI. APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS (8:11 p.m.) 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Cousineau, to approve the bills, EFT 004565E-
004581E for $54,502.61 and order check numbers 047145-047211 for $263,947.06 and 
payroll EFT 0508569-0508600 for $52,764.03.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
XII. ADJOURN 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
__________________________________ 

     Bob Mitchell, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Jodi M Gallup, City Clerk 


