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I.

City of Medina Vision Statement

Medina seeks to provide a safe, healthy and sustainable community for present and future
residents through efficient and effective service, while retaining its rural heritage and
promoting recreational, residential and business activities.
a. City of Medina Health and Recreation Strategy
Medina plans future parks; maintains and upgrades existing parks with different functions
for recreation, sport and exercise and for enjoyment of nature, and recognizes the
significance of Morris T. Baker Park to residents’ out‐door experience. The City develops
and maintains trails throughout the community to connect neighborhoods and to encourage
walking, jogging and bicycling.
II.
City Council
Elizabeth Weir, Mayor
Melissa Martinson, Council Member
Jeff Pederson, Council Member
John Anderson, Council Member
Kathleen Martin, Council Member
Park Commission
Paul Jaeb
Ann Thies
Madeleine Linck
Ellis Olkon
Dino DesLauriers
Janet White
Steven Lee
Nate Pearson
Lori Meehan
With Staff Assistance of:
Jodi Gallup, Assistant to City Administrator
Dusty Finke, City Planner
Steve Scherer, Public Works Director
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III.

Background

Medina is a vibrant and growing community on the western edge of Hennepin County. The
City Council and Planning Commission are dedicated to growing the city in a planned and
measured way. The Park Commission intends to take a proactive role in this growth by
thoughtfully planning future parks and maintaining our current inventory. The Park
Commission strives to complement this growth and preserve the unique qualities that make
Medina a great place to live, work, and play.
IV.

About This Plan

In 2012, the Park Commission embarked on creating a Park and Trail Master Plan to better
guide and manage the current system and more effectively plan for future growth. The
future trails and parks identified in the plan are locations of both interest and possible
opportunity as lands within the City are developed. Thus, it may not be the intent to
ultimately create all of the future trails and parks mentioned in the report, but it is the intent
to be mindful of the opportunities to enhance the City’s recreational lands that may emerge
as the City undergoes land use change in future years.
The City’s 2010-2030 Comprehensive Plan includes goals, objectives, and policies related to
park development, which provide guidance to the Park Commission. This Master Plan has
been developed with these six objectives outlined in the Comprehensive Plan in mind:
1. Improve and expand existing facilities, improve handicapped access where possible,
correct problems or conflicts where they occur, and provide expanded recreational
opportunities where appropriate.
2. Finalize and maintain the community park/playfield facility, Hamel Legion Park,
located near the east boundary of the City, where most significant urban land uses
exist and are proposed.
3. Provide a variety of recreation opportunities, through park, trails and open-space
acquisition and development to serve its residents.
4. Guide development, obtain easements and purchase land within the City to ensure
that additional parks and trails are appropriately located as the City grows.
5. Provide funding for park, trail, and open space planning, acquisition, development
and maintenance.
6. Maintain cooperative/collaborative relationships with governmental units and
recreational organizations both within and adjacent to the City.
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a. Goals
The primary goal in the development of the Park and Trail Master Plan was to assess our
current inventory, determine existing and future maintenance and enhancements, and create
policies for future park and trail growth. The Commission strived to provide much needed
guidance to the City regarding our current programs, our immediate and long term needs,
and to provide a template for anticipated growth in the park and trail system.
b. Parks and Trails Objectives Summary
Provide well maintained active and passive recreation outdoor spaces for community
residents and visitors.



Maintain current park and trail inventory that serve both neighborhood and
community needs.
Provide an interconnected park and open space system, which correlates with natural
features and provides trail linkages throughout the City of Medina

c. Parks and Trails Policies Summary





To cooperate and collaborate with Three Rivers Park District
To review and update regularly the following programs:
o Tobacco-Free City Owned Outdoor Recreational Facilities Program
o Friends of the Park Program
o Community Building and Park Facility Rental Programs
To collaborate and plan accordingly with the current and future stakeholders such as:
o Athletic Clubs
o Civic Clubs
o Church Organizations
o Youth Groups
o Lake Associations
o Other Environmental Groups
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V.

Park Design Standards and Development Policies

a. Park Definition
A park is considered a parcel or contiguous parcels of land which is owned, operated and
maintained by a public agency or private association and which provides recreational land
and facilities for the benefit and enjoyment of the residents and visitors of the City. The City
of Medina’s Comprehensive Plan inventories parks into seven classifications as described on
Table 6B of Exhibit G. This plan further describes regional parks, neighborhood parks,
mini-parks, pocket parks, and community parks. This plan also includes dog parks as a
special feature park and creates a separate category for nature areas.
There are also distinct differences between public and private parks in terms of general use,
programs, and amenities.
Public Parks are facilities and areas that serve the general public. Typical facilities include
active and passive open space, playground equipment, athletic fields and picnic areas. Public
neighborhood parks are owned, operated and maintained by the City. Public neighborhood
park sites shall be accessible by an existing or proposed public street and visible to the
general public. Whenever possible, park facilities should be located adjacent to other existing
or proposed public facilities such as trails, schools, libraries, storm water facilities, open
spaces, parks, etc.
Private Parks and recreation facilities are those that serve the immediate subdivision,
development or specific planned community in which they are located. Typical facilities
include passive and active play areas, tennis courts, basketball courts, and small play
structures. Private neighborhood parks and recreation facilities are typically owned and
maintained by a homeowners association.
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Regional Parks
Regional Parks are large recreation areas that may serve the entire City and beyond. They are
large in size and often include a special use facility such as a zoo, golf course, campground or
trails and may include significant areas of natural space. Regional Parks are generally
designed to accommodate large numbers of people for a variety of day use activities.
Regional Parks that are largely in a natural state or designed to reestablish a natural setting
may be used to separate various urban uses, protect environmental quality, and provide
opportunities for both active and passive outdoor recreation. Linear regional parks can
contribute to the City’s image of a coordinated park and open space system and can provide
a visual and/or functional link between other City parks and open space lands. They may
serve as linkages to open space corridors and greenways more regional in nature.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. Parking to serve 100-300 vehicles typical. Gates located at parking lot entrances.
Bicycle parking must be provided.
2. Typical development includes: Large play area, sports complexes, basketball courts,
trails, picnic areas, golf course, disc golf course, skate courts, bmx areas, tennis
courts, pavilions, senior center, recreation center, winter recreation, and restrooms.
3. Should be located near major circulation routes.
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Community Parks
Community Parks serve a much larger area and offer more facilities than neighborhood
parks. They serve as a focal point for community-wide activities and, as such are intended to
provide either the facilities or intensity of activities that are appropriate in the community
where noise, lighting, vehicular traffic are appropriate for the neighborhood. They generally
provide parking and restroom facilities. Where there are no neighborhood parks, community
parks can also provide that function. A Community Park, depending on size, visual
character, natural determinant factors, or location can address one or more of the following
recreational needs of the community:




Areas intended to provide diversity of either structured or non-structured outdoor
recreation activities. May include facilities such as athletic fields, play areas,
waterfront, swimming pools, community gardens, skating area, or outdoor
amphitheaters. In some community parks, active recreation facilities can be the focal
point of the park. In these instances, parking facilities can become quite large.
Areas intended to address the needs for indoor recreation activities. These may
include gyms, fitness facilities, meeting space, classrooms, game rooms, swimming
pools, theaters, recreation centers.

Community Parks may contain certain park components benefiting adjacent neighborhoods
if there are no neighborhood parks serving those residents. The intent is to make accessible
to the community a wide variety of recreational opportunities through an appropriate
distribution of activities and facilities. Community Parks should be served by arterial or
collector streets and be accessible.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. Minimum size should be ten acres.
2. At least 2/3 of the site should be available for active recreation use.
3. Appropriate facilities such as: formal sports fields – softball, baseball, soccer, tennis
courts, sand or grass volleyball courts, community gardens, open grass areas,
restrooms, picnic facilities, trails, basketball courts, children’s play areas and space for
special outdoor events.
4. Parking requirements depend upon facilities provided. An appropriate number of
ADA van accessible spaces are to be provided. Bicycle parking should be provided.
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Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood Parks should be equitably distributed throughout the City of Medina to serve
citizens close to home. They are small in size (up to ten acres), which would include miniparks and pocket parks as defined the by 2010-2030 Comprehensive Plan. Neighborhood
parks are used for non-supervised or organized neighborhood recreational activities and
generally located in every square mile section (one half mile radius) where residential
development occurs. Typically a neighborhood park accommodates a variety of activities
such as children’s play equipment area, picnic area(s), open grass for passive use, outdoor
basketball court, tennis court, multi-use sports fields for soccer and baseball, etc.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. Development of neighborhood parks should be aimed to achieve a balance between
active and passive park uses. For this reason, neighborhood parks should be located
on a site that has some natural aesthetic appeal and is predominately flat.
2. Active recreational facilities in neighborhood parks are intended to be used in an
informal and unstructured manner. Appropriate facilities such as: multi-use open
fields for soccer and baseball, basketball courts, tennis courts, picnic areas, children’s
play areas, trails, and viewpoints.
3. Restroom facilities are generally not provided, but seasonal satellites are provided.
4. Ease of access and walking distance are critical factors in locating a neighborhood
park. Accessibility is usually by way of sidewalks along residential streets or
neighborhood trails. The park design should encourage access by foot or bicycle and
provide bicycle racks at each primary access point.
5. Parking requirements depend upon facilities provided. An appropriate number of
ADA van accessible spaces are to be provided. Bicycle parking should be provided.
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Dog Parks
Dog parks fall under the special feature park category. The City of Medina currently does
not have any dog parks, but would consider the creation of a dog park in the future if the
appropriate piece of land could be identified or acquired. As more homes are being built on
small lots within the city, residents with dogs may need a designated fenced-in place to
exercise their dogs off leash. The City currently requires that pets in parks be on a leash not
more than six feet in length. Acquisitions of land for a dog park should be selected based on
the following qualities and criteria:
1. Land available to the City at no or reasonable cost.
2. Easy access by road.
3. One to five acres of mostly dry land.
4. ADA compliant if and as required.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. A four foot high enclosed fence should be built to secure dogs within the park. The
fence may have a division to create separate large and small dog areas.
2. Entry into the fenced area will be through a vestibule with double gates to avoid
dogs escaping while dog owners open the gate to enter or exit. The gates should be
large enough for lawn care equipment to fit through them.
3. One or two benches should be installed.
4. A garbage container and poop bag dispenser should be located near the entrance of
the park.
5. Parking should be off of the street and have 8 to 10 spaces and allow room for
future expansion.
6. Restroom facilities are generally not provided.
7. If water pipes are easily available and inexpensive to install, a water fountain could be
an optional amenity.
8. Lights will not be provided, which will limit the hours of operation from sun rise to
sun set each day.
ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
The following additional considerations should be made prior to the installation of a future
dog park:
1. Enforcement
2. Vaccination program
3. Capacity issues
4. Liability issues
5. Resident requirements
CONSTRUCTION COSTS
1. Fence, fence posts and double gates.
2. Development of parking spaces, which could be gravel or paved depending on the
site.
3. Purchase of one or two benches.
4. Mounting of bag dispenser and sign for the park rules.
5. Optional concrete entry around gates.
6. Permit costs.
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MAINTENANCE COSTS
1. Trash Pick-up once or twice a week.
2. Maintain the surface.
3. Replacing poop bags.
4. Police occasionally patrolling the site.
5. Snow plowing the parking lot.
6. Long-term maintenance costs for fence repair, benches, parking lot, etc.
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Nature Areas
Nature areas are areas of natural or ornamental quality for nature-oriented outdoor
recreation or areas such as watercourses and wetlands that are preserved for environmental
or aesthetic benefits to the community and/or because of the negative environmental or
economic effects of development in them. New nature area acquisitions should be selected
based on the following qualities and criteria:
1. Protection of the ecological function of lakes, streams, and wetlands as determined
by the wetland functions and values assessment
2. Protection of ecologically significant natural areas including moderate to high quality
areas as determined by the updated Minnesota Land Cover Classification System
(MLCCS) natural resources inventory
3. Protection of connections to parks and other protected lands
4. Protection of important viewsheds including scenic road segments
5. Creation of trails and/or other methods for citizens to view and enjoy open space
resources
DESIGN POLICIES
1. Protect, restore and/or enhance the land as closely as possible to its native vegetative
communities, control invasive species, and where possible, restore historic hydrology
to wetlands on the property.
2. High quality buffers should be used at the site and rain garden demonstration areas
are encouraged.
3. Keep parking spaces to a minimum to leave the area as natural as possible.
4. Typically restrooms are not provided at nature areas.
More information on Nature Areas and Open Space can be found in the City of Medina’s Open Space Plan
that was approved by the City on May 10, 2007.
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b. Trail Design Standards and Development Policies
Trails are designed to provide walking, bicycling and other non-motorized recreational
opportunities. By providing linkages to other areas and facilities, they also allow safe, nonvehicular options for travel throughout the community. Trails can be designed for single or
multiple types of uses. The City designates trails into three classifications: Paved Trails,
Unpaved Trails, and Shoulder Trails.
Paved Trails
Paved Trails are intended for multiple uses, are accessible wherever possible, and are located
conveniently to connect several community facilities, neighborhoods, scenic features or
destinations.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. A paved trail has some separation from a roadway and has approximately an eight to
ten foot paved surface width with a one foot clear area on each side of the paved
surface.
2. Primary paved trails should have limited road crossings which disrupt the flow and
continuity of the trail. For this reason, these trails are often built in greenways, along
irrigation or river corridors or along utility easements or abandoned roads or
railroads. Road crossings will be signed, identifying the crossing to the motorist and
the trail user and designated with a crosswalk at the trail entrances.
3. Secondary paved trails may include segments located on low volume residential
streets or sidewalks when separate trail construction is not feasible or necessary.
4. Trail alignments should take into consideration ADA accessibility requirement
wherever possible. Maximum gradients on accessible routes should not exceed a
longitudinal slope of 5% and a cross slope of 2%.
5. An appropriate amount of parking should be available near the trail on adjacent
streets or parking could be provided at a trailhead if necessary.
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Unpaved Trails
An unpaved Trail is typically 4-6 feet wide, soft surface trails consisting of native soil, wood
chips, or crushed rock. Unpaved trails are typically found in nature areas or connect
neighborhoods. These trails are appropriate for pedestrians, equestrian, or off-road bicycle
use.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. Special attention should be paid in areas of soft or erodible soils.
2. Trail shoulders should be cleared a minimum 2 feet on both sides and vertical
clearance should be 10 feet within the trail and shoulder zone.
3. Equestrian trails should be designated for use by signs and separated from other
trails to reduce potential conflict with other user groups. Equestrian trails and other
types of trails may parallel each other but should be physically and visually separated
by vegetation, a fence, or a combination of the two.
4. Equestrian trails should have linkages to other equestrian trails or equestrian facilities
such as horse rings, stables and parks with equestrian facilities.
5. Equestrian trailheads should have parking for vehicles with horse trailers, signs,
hitching posts, water, and manure disposal areas and cleanup tools.
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Shoulder Trails
Shoulder trails can be paved or unpaved depending on the surface of the road. Shoulder
trails are the shoulder portion of a roadway that are designated by signage and/or pavement
makings. Paved shoulder trails principal focus is on safe and efficient transportation for
bicycles, but can be shared with other trail users. Unpaved shoulder trails principal focus is
on safe and efficient equestrian use.
DESIGN POLICIES
1. The development and maintenance of 4-foot roadway shoulders with a standard
edge stripe is recommended to significantly improve the safety and convenience for
bicyclists and motorists along such routes.
2. Where ever possible, one-way lanes should be located on each shoulder of a public
street improvement.
3. Unpaved shoulder trails can be off set on one side to provide a wider trail for
equestrian or other uses.
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c. Equipment Design Standards and Development Policies
Signage
A comprehensive signage program carried uniformly throughout the parks and trail system is
important to providing a consistent message and information to park and trail visitors.
A typical park entrance sign should be a 33” x 78” routed bi-color HDPE (High Density
Polyethylene) sign panel mounted on wood posts. The sign panel specifications are as
follows:
 ¾” thick, bi-color tan/brown/tan Densetec HDPE panels
 V-groove auto carved park name
 City logo achieved by flat routing to reveal a brown “City of” and “Medina” and flat
routing a “pocket” to accept a full-color logo panel of City’s circular logo graphic.
Logo panel produced with “Tuff Cover” protective over laminate.
A typical signage program within the park would be a message center that includes
information such as park and trail names, direction to features, general information and
rules, and ecological stewardship program and interpretive information.
To ensure signage remains an ongoing priority, an annual investment in a signage program is
recommended.
Picnic Tables & Benches
Picnic tables and benches in all of the city’s active parks are made of recycled plastic and are
six or eight feet in length. This material is heavy-duty and very low-maintenance. The city
wishes to be consistent in all active parks with these same benches. The city advertises a
table or bench donation program. The program enables people to donate a 6 foot bench or
picnic table for $1000 or an 8 foot bench or picnic table for $1100 to any Medina city park.
Donating a bench or table is a personal and generous way to honor a loved one and
contribute a lasting gift to the community. A 2.5” x 10” cast-bronze plaque is flush mounted
into the bench or table to allow for a short memorial message.
In the city’s passive parks, the style of benches and tables is a little more flexible, but should
look natural to the setting. A few examples include a stone table and chairs at Tomann
Preserve and wood benches at Medina Lake Preserve.
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VI.

Existing Facilities
a. Medina Park System Inventory. The Medina Park System comprises 11 parks, one
regional park preserve, and one State Scientific and Natural Area. Facilities are
visited by the Park Commission on a rotating basis during their annual park tour. A
broad summary is contained below, followed by a comprehensive review of each
park, including planned improvements and maintenance details. The Existing Parks
& Trails Map is shown in Exhibit A.
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b. Comprehensive Park Summary Sheets
Hamel Legion Park
Location:
This park is located at 3200 Mill Drive, which is just south of Uptown Hamel on the east
boundary of the city.
Description:
This community park is almost 40 acres in size and is the largest park in the city’s system.
Amenities:
 Basketball court
 Tennis courts (two)
 Sand volleyball court
 Community building (available for
rent)
 Fire Pit
 Paved Trails
 Picnic Shelter & Plaza Seating
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Playground Equipment & Play
Area
Skating Rink & Warming House
Sledding Hill
Softball Fields
Baseball Fields
Little League Fields
Open Play field

Hamel Legion Park
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Holy Name Park
Location:
This park is located at 400 County Road 24 on the south side of Holy Name Lake.
Description:
This neighborhood park is 2 acres in size and is located on a major county road. This park was not
created to service any concentrated urban development area, but serves several functions as a
wayside rest, picnic area, and public use of Holy Name Lake.
Amenities:
 Historical Marker
 Holy Name Lake
 Fishing
 Natural Area & Rain Garden & Interpretive Sign
 Paved Walking Path
 Picnic Tables & Benches
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Holy Name Park
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Hunter Lions Park
Location:
This park is located at 3195 Hunter Drive in the Hunter Farms subdivision.
Description:
This neighborhood park is 6.8 acres in size and mainly serves the residential properties south of
Hamel Road to the east and west of Hunter Drive.
Amenities:
 Playground Equipment
 Picnic Shelter
 Baseball Diamond
 Basketball Court
 Tennis Court
 Volleyball Court
 Walking Path to Prairie Area
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Hunter Lions Park
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Lakeshore Park
Location:
This park is located at 2975 Lakeshore Avenue situated on the east side of Lake Independence.
Description:
This neighborhood park is less than one acre in size and serves the Independence Beach area of the
City and provides a boat access to the lake for residents through a permit process to make sure
residents are educated on Aquatic Invasive Species.
Amenities:
 Fishing Pier on Lake Independence
 Lake Access and Restricted Parking
 Picnic Shelter
 Playground Equipment
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Lakeshore Park
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Maple Park
Location:
This park is located at 4400 Maple Street just off County Road 19.
Description:
This neighborhood park is 2.5 acres in size and serves the Independence Beach area of the City in
conjunction with the two other parks in the area.
Amenities:
 Open Playfield
 Sledding Hill
 Softball Field

27

Maple Park
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Medina Lake Preserve
Location:
This nature area is located on the east side of the Bridgewater at Lake Medina subdivision abutting
Lake Medina.
Description:
This nature area is approximately 70 acres that includes a portion of Lake Medina and several
surrounding acres. This area provides a wildlife habitat and is a beautiful asset to the city, but it
mainly serves the Bridgewater at Lake Medina subdivision, because its only access is by crossing a
walking bridge over the wetlands. This is the headwaters of Elm Creek, an impaired water.
Amenities:
 Walking paths around the woods
 Prairie Grass
 Wetlands
 Wooded Area
 Benches
 Bird Houses/Wildlife Habitat
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Medina Lake Preserve
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Medina Morningside Park
Location:
This park is located at 2522 Bobolink Road in the middle of the Medina Morningside subdivision,
which is located near the southern border of the city.
Description:
This neighborhood park is 2.4 acres in size and mainly serves the Medina Morningside and Keller
Estates subdivisions.
Amenities:
 Playground Equipment
 Picnic Shelter
 Small Baseball Diamond
 Basketball Hoop
 Open play area
 Ice Skating
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Medina Morningside Park
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Rainwater Nature Area
Location:
This nature area is located at 400 Hamel Road on the western edge of Uptown Hamel.
Description:
This nature area is 5.8 acres of undeveloped land in the Uptown Hamel neighborhood providing a
nature preserve in an urban area.
Amenities:
 Elm Creek
 Walking path
 Natural open space
 Wetlands
 Bird houses
 Wildlife habitat viewing
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Rainwater Nature Area
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The Park at Fields of Medina
Location:
This park is located at 1200 Meander Road, between the Fields of Medina and Fields of Medina
West subdivisions.
Description:
This neighborhood park is 8.2 acres in size and will serve the residents in the surrounding
subdivisions and future planned subdivisions in the area.
Amenities:
 Open play area
Programmed Improvements:
2014
 Grade and seed the park
 Trails and sidewalks
 Playground equipment
 Picnic shelter
 Parking lot
 Sport Court or other court surface (tennis and/or basketball)
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The Park at Fields of Medina
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Tomann Preserve
Location:
This nature area is located at 3112 Pioneer Trail in the rural area of the city.
Description:
This nature area is 16 acres of land comprised of wetlands and uplands which were historically
located in what is called the “Big Woods” ecosystem as part of the deciduous forest biome.
Amenities:
 Natural Picnic Area
 Walking Paths
 Birdhouses
 Wildlife Viewing
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Tomann Preserve

38

Walnut Park
Location:
This park is located at 4653 Walnut Street in the middle of the Independence Beach neighborhood.
Description:
This neighborhood park is approximately half an acre in size and serves as a drainage area and
seasonal park. It filters the water from the Independence Beach neighborhood through drain tiles
before going into the lake.
Amenities:
 Basketball Hoop
 Skating Rink
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Walnut Park
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c. Private Parks owned by Homeowner Associations
Bridgewater, The Enclave, Foxberry Farms, Tuckborough Farms, Northridge Farms, and Wild
Meadows all have parks that are owned and maintained by the respective homeowners associations
and supplement the City of Medina's park system. These parks are typically posted as private parks
only serving the residents within each respective development. Even though the parks are private,
they still provide recreation and open space to meet the needs of their development.

d. Regional Parks
Medina's park system includes one regional park preserve, Three Rivers Park District’s Baker Park
Reserve, and one Department of Natural Resources state facility, Wolsfeld Woods Scientific and
Natural Area (SNA). These facilities play a significant role in the City of Medina’s and Metropolitan
Area’s park systems, providing both active and passive recreational opportunities and fulfilling some
of the local need for community parks and conservancy lands.
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VII.

Future Facility Development

As development occurs within the City, the Park Commission advises staff and the Council on
recommended courses of action. The Commission seeks input from the City Planner, staff, the
Planning Commission, and various community stakeholders.
Each new opportunity within the City is evaluated based upon the current system and our priorities,
which are discussed and modified annually. Several areas have been identified as future park land
opportunities and trail options.
Annually the Commission conducts a park and trail tour, sets priorities based on new developments,
and reaffirms the future park and trail priority plan.
The Future Facility Planning Map is shown in Exhibit B. This map shows existing and future home
sites, existing and two potential future park locations, and existing and planned trails. The existing
and planned parks have a highlighted area around them within ½ mile in red and 1 mile in tan to
illustrate the radius of residents these parks will serve. Existing private parks in existing
communities help close the gaps for some residents.
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VIII. General Funding Considerations
To date, general funding for parks and trails has been provided by park dedication fees assessed
when property is subdivided. This policy will no longer be adequate in the future due to the
restrictions on development in the City. If the City is to construct parks and trails, other sources of
funds should be evaluated. The following sources are suggested as possible sources of funding:
1. Park Dedication Fees/Land – It is imperative that easements and land be obtained for
parks and trails as soon as possible. At a minimum, a portion of the park dedication fees
from a development should be used for the trails connecting that area to parks and
recreational amenities within 5 miles of the development.
2. Referendum – Another option to pursue would be a referendum for a set amount of
money, or an amount per housing unit, annually for maintaining and developing parks
and trails.
3. Incentives – The City should work with the tax assessor and city attorney to determine
if an incentive to provide trail easements or land donations might be found by a
reduction in the value of the property for tax purposes. If this is not a possibility, then
the City should pursue creative options to provide incentives to residents for the use of
their property.
4. Grants – The City should explore all available grant programs to determine whether
monies may be available for parks and trails. Where trails may connect with adjoining
cities, joint applications with the adjoining cities should be pursued in an effort to
improve the likelihood of a successful application.
5. Fund Raising – The City has been very successful raising private donations for the
construction of the Hamel Legion Park facilities. This success may be attributed to
many factors including, but not limited to:
a) The community’s desire to have certain facilities within the City;
b) The general desire of citizens to make contributions back to the community;
and
c) The community’s desire to recognize or memorialize certain individuals and
organizations through the use of plaques and naming rights.
As with Hamel Legion Park, the community may wish to donate monies to fund the construction of
dedicated trails in return for naming rights, signified by donor recognition signs.
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a. Park Dedication Fund
Any proposed subdivision of land in the city of Medina, shall be reviewed by the Medina Park
Commission. The land will be reviewed to determine if land should be dedicated for park purposes,
trail easements and/or cash-in-lieu.
According to the City’s subdivision ordinance, the City can require the following for park dedication:
1) Up to 10% of the buildable (non-wetland) land;
2) Cash-in-lieu – 8% of the pre-developed market value subject to a minimum of $3500 per unit and
maximum of $8000 per unit; or
3) Combination of the above.
IX.
Cost Projections: Construction Costs & Capital Maintenance Costs
The intended use of the cost projections is to aid the Park Commission and City Council in
developing an overall funding and implementation strategy, including:
 Defining the potential magnitude of the public investment needed to develop the system
to its optimal level
 Comparing the relative cost of one park or trail improvement over that of another
 Determining the level of service threshold that the community is willing to support with
local funding
 Prioritizing and budgeting for capital improvement initiatives based on funding
availability.
The construction cost and maintenance cost analysis charts on the next few pages were created
using 2013 figures. These cost projections should be updated on a periodic basis to stay in alignment
with potential cost increases over time and to factor in costs to replace items that will wear out over
time.
The construction costs chart shows that the build out of all of the planned infrastructure would cost
roughly $18.5 million dollars. According to the current Comprehensive Plan, when the entire city is
built out, the City will have received approximately $14.7 million dollars in Park Dedication funds.
This will happen over the next 20 to 30 years.
The maintenance cost analysis shows the annual maintenance costs of each of the planned
improvements, but does not include the cost for additional staffing or programming. The ultimate
annualized rehabilitation cost is the amount of money the City should be budgeting annually to
replace equipment once its lifespan runs out.
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Construction Costs (updated 5/15/2013)
Trails
Surface
Paved
Shoulder
Turf
Navajo Road conversion)
Easement Acquision

Parks
New Parks:
Land (active)
Land (passive)
Preparation (grading, stormwater, landscaping)
Playground Equip
Walking Paths
Baseball Fields
Basketball Court
Tennis Court (2 courts with fence)
Water Fountain
Picnic Shelters (4 tables)
Soccer Fields (grading, drainage, nets)
Irrigation for fields
Sand Volleyball Court
Small Restroom Building
Bleachers (3 rows x 25')

Linear Feet
135,215.92
49,076.12
62,054.17

Units
Acre
Acre
Acre
Set
Linear Foot
Field
Court
2 Courts
Fountain
Shelter
Field
Field
Each
Each
Each

Miles
25.61
9.29
11.75

Cost/Mile
200,000.00
100,000.00
25,000.00

20.0000

250,000

#
30
20
45
4
6,400
1
4
2
4
8
2
4
2
0
4

(Continued on back)
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Cost
5,121,815.15
929,471.97
293,817.09
97,162.00
$5,000,000.00
$11,442,266.21

Cost/Unit (Low) Cost/Unit (High) Total Cost (Low) Total Cost (High)
80,000
120,000
$2,400,000.00
$3,600,000.00
50,000
70,000
$1,000,000.00
$1,400,000.00
15,000
30,000
$675,000.00
$1,350,000.00
75,000
120,000
$300,000.00
$480,000.00
35
50
$224,000.00
$320,000.00
20,000
60,000
$20,000.00
$60,000.00
20,000
30,000
$80,000.00
$120,000.00
70,000
100,000
$140,000.00
$200,000.00
4,000
5,000
$16,000.00
$20,000.00
20,000
35,000
$160,000.00
$280,000.00
25,000
35,000
$50,000.00
$70,000.00
10,000
20,000
$40,000.00
$80,000.00
5,000
6,000
$10,000.00
$12,000.00
100,000
125,000
$0.00
$0.00
4,000
6,000
$16,000.00
$24,000.00
$5,131,000.00
$8,016,000.00

Identified on Existing CIP:
Ballfield Lights (City share)
Holy Name Dock
Hamel Legion Park Parking (City share)
Ballfield Irrigation (City share)
Future Hockey Rink
Hunter Lions ‐ restroom/water fountain
Tomann Preserve
Rainwater Bridge

Cost/Unit
25,000
10,000
31,250
3,750
100,000
50,000
5,000
60,000

#
4
1
1
4
1
1
1
1

Total Cost
$100,000.00
$10,000.00
$31,250.00
$15,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$5,000.00
$60,000.00
$371,250.00

Identified During Rating:
Morningside ‐ bury power, landscaping
Hunter Lions ‐ bleachers, fencing, parking lot
Maple Park ‐ sport court, equipment

Cost/Unit
30,000
20,000
75,000

#
1
1
1

Total Cost
$30,000.00
$20,000.00
$75,000.00
$125,000.00

Total Capital Costs:

$18,512,016.21

Park Dedication
New Households
Commercial

Dedication/
Unit
Units
2500
3500.00
936
6400.00
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$8,750,000.00
$5,990,400.00
$14,740,400.00

Capital Maintenance Costs (does not include staffing or programming) ‐ Updated 5/15/2013

Current
Maintenance Costs:
Porta‐potty (seasonal)
Porta‐potty (year‐round)
Mowing
Weed control/Fertilizer
Snow Removal
Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts
Picnic Shelters
Playground Equipment
Other Equipment

Surface
Existing
Paved
Shoulder
Turf
Navajo Trail Conversion
Proposed
Paved
Shoulder
Turf

Total Parks and Trails

$400
$800
$3,500
$1,000
$1,500
$650
$650

4
2
8
8
1
3
2
5
4
4

$2,500

Linear Feet

Miles

Ultimate
4
6
12
12
4
7
6
13
7
7

Annual
Sealcoat/ Mile

Current Annual
Maintenance

Ultimate Annual
Maintenance Cost

$1,600
$1,600
$17,385
$6,000
$1,500
$1,950
$1,300

$1,600
$4,800
$31,385
$10,000
$6,000
$4,550
$3,900

$10,000
$41,335

$17,500
$79,735

Current Annual
Sealcoat Cost
$9,224
$3,695

Ultimate Annual
Sealcoat Cost

40,585.25
16,257.50
2,690.19
2,565.08

7.69
3.08
0.51
0.49

1,200.00
1,200.00

$9,224
$3,695

1,200.00

$583

135,215.92
49,076.12
62,054.17

25.61
9.29
11.75

1,200.00
1,200.00

$30,731
$11,154
$12,919

$55,386

$54,254

$135,121
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Ultimate Annualized
Rehab Cost

$8,750
$7,500
$8,125
$35,000
$7,000
$66,375
Ultimate Annualized
Rehab Cost
$25,622
$10,264 (in addition to cost of
street w/o trail)
$1,619
$85,364
$30,982 (in addition to cost of
street w/o trail)
$153,851
$220,226

