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MEDINA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2, 2016 
 
The City Council of Medina, Minnesota met in regular session on February 2, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Chambers.  Mayor Mitchell presided. 
 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present: Anderson, Cousineau, Pederson, Martin, and Mitchell. 
 
Members absent:  None. 
 
Also present:  City Administrator Scott Johnson, City Attorney Ron Batty, City Engineer 
Tom Kellogg, City Planner Dusty Finke, Public Works Director Steve Scherer, and Chief 
of Police Ed Belland. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (7:00 p.m.) 
 
III. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA (7:00 p.m.) 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (7:00 p.m.) 
 
A. Approval of the January 19, 2016 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the January 19, 2016 special 
City Council meeting minutes as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B. Approval of the January 19, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
It was noted on page three, it should state, “State Representative Hertaus…”  On page 
three, line 10, it should state, “He stated that there was some uncomplete business 
items at the end of the last session, such as the Tax Bill and Transportation Bill were 
that went unresolved and will be picked up again during this next session.”  On page 
three, line 17, it should state, “…because of the severe crashes…”  On page three, line 
40, it should state, “…equally appropriately and fairly…”  On page three, line 46, it 
should state, “…fixed dedicated funding…”  On page four, line four, it should state, 
“…Greenfield, and while he would like the discounted valuation, he…”  On page four, 
line 23, it should state, “…onto on to…”  On page six, line 24, it should state, “He stated, 
that with these plans, the well would provide 2/3 two thirds more capacity than the 
original well…”  On page six, line eight, it should state, “…keep rural…”  On page six, 
line 49, it should state, “…Mayor’s mayors’…”  On page six, line 51, it should state, 
“…stated that themes most of the cities represented at the meeting were attempting to 
keep rural…”  On page seven, line seven, it should state, “…she got had the impression 
that the City of Medina…” 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Cousineau, to approve the January 19, 2016 regular 
City Council meeting minutes as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA (7:06 p.m.) 
 
A.   Approve Temporary Liquor License to We Can Ride, Inc. on July 16, 2016 at 

2825 Willow Drive 
B.   Approve Updated Engineering Standards 
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C.   Approve Pitney Bowes Mail Meter Lease Agreement 
D.   Approve 2016 City Work Plan Goals 
Moved by Pederson, seconded by Anderson, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
VI. COMMENTS (7:07 p.m.) 
 
A. Comments from Citizens on Items not on the Agenda 
There were none. 
 
B. Park Commission 
Scherer reported that the Park Commission met on January 20th to discuss the 
Stonegate Trail, noting that a few changes to the easement were made to match the trail 
to the property line.  He advised that the Commission continues to work on goals for the 
next year. 
 
C.    Planning Commission 
Finke reported that the Planning Commission canceled their upcoming February meeting 
for lack of business.  He reported that the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee will 
meet the following week to review again the vision and goals document as well as begin 
review of land use discussions. 
 
VII.    NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.   Randy’s Environmental Services Request for Residential Garbage Rate 

Increase (7:08 p.m.) 
Johnson stated that updated information was provided at the Council dais, which 
includes updates from the meeting staff had with Randy’s earlier this week.  He stated 
that Assistant City Administrator Jodi Gallup did a great job researching the Hennepin 
County tipping fee and determined the increase to be 50 cents and not 75 cents in 
Medina and, therefore, Randy’s agreed to drop that charge to 50 cents.  He stated that 
representatives from Randy’s are present to address any questions. 
 
Jim Wollschlager, representing Randy’s Environmental Services stated that as of 
January 1, 2016 the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) began to enforce the 
mandatory processing regulations that have been on the books for 20 years.  He 
provided additional information on the organics program, which is included in the 
recycling program, noting that participation in the organics program often reduces the 
need for larger trash containers.  He explained that landfills have a finite lifespan and 
applauded the MPCA for taking the initiative.  He explained that the tipping fee increase 
was directly passed on and that is why they are requesting the increase.   
 
Johnson stated that staff is also working with Randy’s to possibly obtain grant funds to 
help advertise and publicize the organics program. 
 
Wollschlager provided additional explanation on the Hennepin County regulations 
regarding tonnage and its relation to the tipping fee.   
 
Cousineau asked if the increase would be per container or per customer. 
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Wollschlager replied that the rate would increase by 50 cents per month per customer, 
regardless of the number of containers.   
 
Pederson asked if this would apply only to residential as he did not see anything 
regarding commercial rates. 
 
Johnson confirmed that this increase would only impact residential customers. 
 
Mitchell stated that there is a five-year contract and noted that there are terms, which 
allow increases in certain years. 
 
Wollschlager stated that he is before the Council to request the increase because the 
company is regulated by the County public entities law with the respect to the process 
within the County, and they have chosen to make this drastic change, which normally 
would have been made over a four year period.  He noted that this would have been 
included in June 2015, but the change from the County was not announced until 
December 2015 with implementation in January 2016.  He stated that if this increase is 
approved, Randy’s will forego the CPI increase in 2017.  He stated that Randy’s 
appreciates the relationship with Medina and attempts to keep the City on the cutting 
edge in providing excellent service.  He noted that in the spring they attempt to use 
smaller trucks as not to damage the roads. 
 
Martin stated that she has heard nothing but support for Randy’s and its excellent 
service and thanked the business for their great working relationship and service they 
provide. 
 
Batty noted that this fee has not previously existed and therefore an amendment would 
be made to the contract. 
 
Pederson noted that he visited the facility and was impressed with the high level at 
which they work.  He stated that he has never had any problems with his commercial 
services and is always impressed. 
 
Moved by Martin, seconded by Pederson, to direct the City Attorney to prepare an 
amendment to the existing contract with Randy’s Environmental Services to permit a 
one-time per household charge of 50 cents per month in light of the unanticipated tipping 
increase and to remove the up to three percent cost of living increase now scheduled for 
2017.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B.   Hamel Brewing – Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan Review – 22 Hamel 

Road (7:23 p.m.) 
Johnson stated that the agenda noted that this would be a public hearing but noted that 
occurred previously at the Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Finke stated that this request includes two land use applications including a Site Plan 
review for construction of the building and a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the 
outdoor seating area.  He noted that the property is located on the east side of Uptown 
Hamel and is zoned UH-2, located on Hamel Road with railroad tracks to the north.  He 
reported that the site is currently vacant with trees around the perimeter.  He noted that 
a Site Plan was reviewed and approved for an apartment building on this site over one 
year ago but that never moved forward and therefore that approval is null and void.  He 
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reviewed the proposed Site Plan that includes the building, 5,316 square feet, and 24 
parking spaces.  He noted that the main level of the building would contain the bar and 
food service area, the basement would contain the brewery operations and storage for 
the bar, while the mezzanine level would contain 450 square feet of bar seating.  He 
explained that bars and food service are permitted uses within the zoning district and 
brewery is allowed as an accessory use.  He advised that outdoor dining is allowed as a 
conditional use through a CUP.  He displayed a sketch of the plans that include 
elevations and provided details on the proposed building design.  He noted that the 
applicant is proposing the use of fiber-cement lap siding, which is currently not listed as 
an allowed material in the zoning district.  He advised that the Planning Commission 
does support adding the material to the list of allowed materials.  He stated that the 
applicant had originally proposed a privacy fence but the Planning Commission 
suggested opening that up to be more visible and fit into the district.  He noted that the 
overhang proposed has been expanded as desired by the Planning Commission.  He 
referenced the 24 parking spaces proposed and compared that to the standard for the 
district, which would require 50 parking spaces.  He noted that the outdoor seating is 
included in parking requirement and would only be used during a fraction of the year.  
He advised that the Uptown Hamel area allows flexibility as there is on-street parking 
available, as well as City owned lots, and off-peak uses such as offices.  He reviewed 
the tree preservation requirements noting that the applicant is proposing to save the 
largest two Black Walnut trees, is proposing six inches of replacement, and is requesting 
a waiver from additional replacement as denser development is encouraged in Uptown 
Hamel and therefore additional replacement trees would be difficult.  He stated that staff 
and the Planning Commission are not suggesting specific conditions for the outdoor 
seating area but would leave that option open in the case that something arises in the 
future.  He noted that the main discussion points would be regarding the parking 
proposed and tree replacement waiver requested.  He stated that the Planning 
Commission held a public hearing in January, discussing at length the parking, and 
ultimately recommending approval of the request as proposed with the tree replacement 
waiver.  He noted that the owner of a larger adjacent parking lot stated that they did not 
have any concerns that the parking would overflow into their lot. 
 
Martin asked where the loading occurs. 
 
Finke stated that the loading dock is pointed to the back of the building and described 
the path the trucks would take.   
 
Mitchell asked, and received confirmation that, the Medina/Plymouth municipal line is 
east of the property. 
 
Martin asked why there is a driveway in front of the building, noting that the sketch 
shows a truck in that place. 
 
Finke explained that is part of the design element, noting that the truck would be parked 
behind the sidewalk but in front of the building on the pad as a decorative item. 
 
Pederson asked if there was an attempt from the applicant to speak with the VFW in an 
attempt to obtain additional parking.  He referenced the porch area seating and asked if 
there would be a gate or whether patrons would need to go back into the building to 
leave the site. 
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Dominic Fragomeni explained that patrons would need to go back through the building to 
exit as there would not be an exit/entrance point from the outdoor seating area.  He 
stated that they sought properties in Uptown Hamel for their business and attempted to 
design a building that fits within the history of that area.  He noted that the truck in the 
sketch proposed to be parked out front is a 1951 Ford F5 and will be used to help 
promote the brewery and history of Hamel.  He stated that they have not yet spoken with 
the VFW as that business is located in Plymouth.  He stated that he would be concerned 
with relying on a shared agreement with the VFW because the use of that property could 
change and the properties are located in different municipalities.   
 
Mitchell asked if the number of parking stalls proposed by the applicant and provided on-
street are sufficient for the applicant. 
 
Fragomeni explained that it is difficult to meet the requirements of the Uptown Hamel 
district, which include building on the sidewalk, adequate parking and retention of trees.  
He stated that they have worked diligently in an attempt to meet the standards and still 
design an adequate building.  He noted that the color would be complimentary to the 
nearby feed building. 
 
Mitchell stated that he likes the design of the building and would propose older style 
windows. 
 
Fragomeni explained that is the idea, to make something brand new that looks like it fits 
in with the historic nature of the area.  He noted that a number of the design options are 
meant to bring together the inside and outside elements.   
 
Anderson asked if the applicant is involved in other brewing operations. 
 
Fragomeni stated that they are not involved in other brewing operations. 
 
Cousineau asked if the fee in lieu of parking was discussed. 
 
Finke stated that the item was mentioned, but a fee has not yet been established for that 
purpose, noting that flexibility has been given in other instances.  He provided 
information on an Informal gravel parking lot in the baseball field area, scheduled in the 
CIP to be improved, which would provide additional parking opportunities when not used 
for baseball activities.  He noted that there is not good access to this site from that 
parking lot but noted that the City could work to provide a more convenient connection 
from the site to the lot. 
 
Martin noted that if the baseball lot is improved, additional baseball traffic could use the 
lot, which would free up additional street parking. 
 
Finke also referenced the element of drive aisles and noted that perhaps the properties 
can work together to create one access drive and share parking.   
 
Mitchell asked if there is a good location for the trash receptacles. 
 
Finke noted that the location is in the back. 
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Mitchell stated that while this is not a public hearing he would accept comments from the 
public. 
 
Fragomeni noted that he has heard the reference to a bar and clarified that this is not a 
bar and should be considered a brewery and taproom.  He explained that at a bar you 
can order any type of drink you would like while a taproom serves the purpose of serving 
the beer made at that facility.  He explained that the building is a dual tenant building 
and the food service tenant would be separate from the brewery.  He also clarified that 
other alcohol would not be served and noted that the hours would be approximately 2:00 
p.m. to 9:00 or 10:00 p.m.   
 
Pederson stated that he had heard a rumor that the business found the original bar that 
was in the building previously occupying the site. 
 
Fragomeni stated that there was a bar in the old hotel that was previously on the site.  
He noted that they did locate the bar and are attempting to purchase it for use in the 
building. 
 
Pederson asked if the beer would be sold for off-sale as well. 
 
Fragomeni agreed that the beer would be sold off-sale.  
 
Cousineau asked if the kitchen space would be leased. 
 
Fragomeni confirmed that the kitchen space would be leased and explained that the 
building was designed purposely with the intent that the kitchen could operate at the 
hours of their choosing regardless of the taproom hours.   
 
Mitchell asked if one or two CUPs would be needed. 
 
Finke clarified that only one CUP would be needed as the uses would both occupy the 
same building. 
 
Anderson asked if he would receive two separate bills if he were to order from both the 
taproom and the kitchen. 
 
Fragomeni replied that most likely the customer would receive two separate bills but 
noted that details are still being worked out.  He noted that “to go” service would be 
available from both functions of the building, the kitchen and taproom.   
 
Pederson referenced the notion that patrons could start parking at the VFW if the 
business is successful and asked for legal input in regard to that situation. 
 
Batty referenced the comment the applicant made regarding his concern for the 
business and the VFW being in different municipalities and did not see a reason for 
concern.  He explained that the businesses would simply enter into a shared parking 
agreement, as has been done in other cases.  He noted that this site would be under 
parked. 
 
Pederson asked if it would become the cities problem if that agreement is not made and 
patrons still utilize the parking of the VFW for this business. 
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Batty commented that would be a private matter between the businesses.  He stated 
that when a site is under parked the concern is whether a problem would be caused by 
patrons utilizing the street and other private lots for parking.  He noted that there would 
not be a legal problem for the City but there could be concern from other businesses as 
to why the City allowed a site to be under parked.   
 
Jim Tiller, representing Arnt Hamel LLC, invited everyone to the Hamel Lions pancake 
breakfast and Freeze Your Buns Run the following weekend.  He stated that Arnt Hamel 
LLC is not opposed to the development but has concern with the water that travels from 
that site to the Arnt property.  He noted that in the proposal there is not adequate space 
for snow removal and he believed the additional melt would run onto the Arnt property.  
He was also concerned that the increased hardcover of the site would cause runoff to 
travel to the Arnt property.   
 
Kellogg stated that he cannot speak to the issue of snow storage.  He noted that the site 
is currently split, half of the runoff running to the north and half to the south with no 
direction to the storm sewer.  He explained that the project would catch the water from 
the site with curb and gutter and the water would then be added to the storm sewer, 
which travels to Rain Water Park.   
 
Fragomeni stated that the parking lot would be plowed but he was unsure of the exact 
location. 
 
Mitchell noted that staff could review snow removal and storage and include that in a 
resolution if desired. 
 
Martin stated that there would be the same amount of snow on the site whether the site 
is improved or not.  She explained that once improved, the snow will enter the storm 
sewer, which will be an improvement over what currently exists.   
 
Kellogg stated that he believes the concern of the Arnt property is that the snow storage 
would be to the north near the railroad property and that snow would then melt down the 
hill towards the Arnt property.  He noted that would possibly encroach the railroad 
property and was not sure the applicant would want to do that. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to direct staff to prepare a resolution 
granting approval of the Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Permit, subject to the 
conditions described in the staff report and the comments made by the City Council 
asking the City Engineer to determine if any other improvements would be needed to 
minimize additional snow melt off of the property after improved.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
C.   Baker Park Reserve Gully Project Study (8:07 p.m.)  
Johnson stated that at the January 21st Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed meeting there 
was discussion regarding a project in Baker Park that would reduce about 250 pounds of 
phosphorus through multiple project elements and BMPs.  He stated that the first step 
would be to complete a study for the project and noted that discussion at the meeting 
was that Medina, Independence, Three Rivers Park District and the Watershed would 
split the cost of the study.  He stated that amount proposed for Medina would be a cost 
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of $5,159.50.  He stated that staff believes that the study would be a good opportunity 
for the City to learn what could be done. 
 
Scherer stated that he did not see a not to exceed cost.  He referenced a few items 
included and stated that he would not want to see items studied that would not be 
something that could actually be done, for funding or logistic purposes. 
 
Mike McLaughlin agreed and informed the Council that the comments were made at the 
Watershed meeting.   
 
Scherer stated that he would not want to see money spent studying things that would not 
be feasible. 
 
Johnson noted that the motion could be made with a not to exceed amount of $5,159.50. 
 
Anderson stated that it is not just about the feasibility report but what could actually be 
accomplished. 
 
Scherer agreed that there are probably things that could be done; he just wanted to 
make sure that the funds are spent appropriately on things that could actually be done. 
 
McLaughlin provided additional information on the effects of phosphorus on algae and 
erosion.  He stated that the study will put the Watershed in the position of obtaining grant 
funds for the project. 
 
Johnson agreed that the intent of the study is to be able to apply for grant funds. 
 
Anderson asked and received confirmation that the funding would come from the 
Stormwater Utility Fund. 
 
Finke explained the process that would be followed, noting that plans would not be 
developed until after the feasibility study is completed and that knowledge is known. 
 
Anderson asked where the large amount of phosphorus is coming from. 
 
McLaughlin stated that there is phosphorus in the soil, which enters the water through 
erosion and noted other sources of phosphorus. 
 
Mitchell shared his experience in phosphorus levels on another water body in the area, 
which he monitors, and noted that the levels are high in that water body with no 
explained reasoning.   
 
Finke noted that the City of Maple Plain is almost 20 percent of the drainage area and 
asked why they were not included in the shared cost and study. 
 
McLaughlin stated that the Watershed representative from Maple Plain voted for the 
Watershed to contribute but noted that Maple Plain was not asked to participate.  He 
stated that the lake association is also excited about the study.   
 
Anderson stated that perhaps the lake association should be asked to contribute to the 
study. 
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Martin stated that although that group of people may contribute to the phosphorus, the 
study would not directly benefit them.  She noted that others in the City contribute to the 
phosphorus levels as well. 
 
Anderson stated that perhaps the lake association should not be included. 
 
McLaughlin stated that the Watershed is proposing to contribute 25 percent of the study 
cost, compared to the ten percent they would normally contribute. 
 
Pederson asked if the Watershed would be willing to contribute in the same manner if a 
project evolves from the study. 
 
McLaughlin was unsure but noted that he would support that element.   
 
Cousineau asked if grant funds typically cover the entire cost of a project or whether the 
City of Medina would be approached in the future for additional funds should a project 
develop from the study. 
 
McLaughlin stated that typically grant funds are provided at a level of 75 percent, noting 
that some time in-kind services are available for the City’s share of the project. 
 
Scherer stated that if Maple Plain contributes to the phosphorus in the lake, they should 
share a portion of the study cost as well. 
 
Mitchell stated that staff can be asked to approach Maple Plain to determine if there 
would be interest in sharing a portion of the study cost. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Cousineau, to approve funding from the Stormwater 
Utility Fund in an amount not to exceed $5,159.50 for the Baker Park Gully Project 
Study. Motion passed unanimously. 
  
VIII. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT (8:20 p.m.) 
Johnson referenced a rezoning that was approved through resolution for the property 
located at 45 Highway 55.  He stated that the property straddles the municipal line 
between Medina and Plymouth and Plymouth has passed a resolution of detachment 
and annexation for the property.  He stated that at the next meeting there will be a 
resolution before the Council to accept that parcel of property.   
 
Batty explained that the intent of the original Site Plan was to have the building solely 
within the limits of Medina and noted that could shift if the entire property is located in 
Medina and therefore the Site Plan may change. 
 
Johnson stated that there was a school bus accident on Homestead today and asked 
Belland to provide an update.   
 
Belland stated that it was not so much an accident but the school bus could not make it 
up Homestead Trail and slid backwards and sideways coming down the hill, which 
blocked vehicles.  He reported that the site was very slick upon arrival and once the 
vehicle was removed by tow truck and salted by the plows it was reopened about 45 
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minutes later.  He noted that there is slick ice under the snow causing vehicles to slide 
and go off the road.   
 
IX. MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL REPORTS (8:24 p.m.) 
Pederson stated that he attended two Fire Department meetings and two trainings.   
 
Martin stated that she found the fire training the previous year to be interesting and 
noted that she would like those trainings to be included in the weekly report. 
 
Pederson stated that the Hamel Fire Department is open and allows members of the 
public to be included in the training events.  He stated that it is amazing to see the efforts 
of those in the department. 
  
X. APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS (8:26 p.m.) 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the bills, EFT 003509E-
003523E for $49,853.58, order check numbers 43915-43978 for $283,661.77, and 
payroll EFT 506933-506958 for $47,797.43.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
XI. ADJOURN 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Martin, to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

     
__________________________________ 

     Bob Mitchell, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Jodi M. Gallup, City Clerk 


